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Background

• More emerging disease

• No coordination mechanism
existing in the region;

• Need to improve transparency 
of aquatic animal disease 
information. 

• OIE launched its first Aquatic 
Animal Health Strategy in 
May 2021

Need a regional 
collaboration framework

To strengthen collaboration 
among and between OIE 
Reference Centres and Member 
Countries in the region;

To Share and exchange 
information on test validation, 
reference materials and positive 
samples.



Regional Collaboration Framework on Aquatic 
Animal Health in Asia and the Pacific

• Members of the Regional Collaboration 
Framework 

• Permanent members

• Governments;

• OIE Reference Centres;

• Regional organizations (i.e. FAO, 
NACA and SEAFDEC);

• National labs focus on national aquatic 
animal disease surveillance.

• Members engaged on ad hoc basis

• Private sector; 

• Research institutions;

• Donors;

• Associations.

• Subject to be focused 
(By order of importance that agreed by the ad hoc 
steering committee):

• Disease diagnosis;

• Emergency responses:

• PVS: aquatic;

• Biosecurity and best practice for 
disease prevention particularly for 
small-scaled farms;

• Research and Development;

• Big data management.



Regional Collaboration Framework on Aquatic 
Animal Health in Asia and the Pacific

Initial steps;
➢Established an ad hoc steering committee; 

➢Ad hoc Steering Committee organized a mapping excise;

➢Steering Committee to draft an annual activities plan 
(implementing)

➢1st meeting of ad hoc steering committee of the 
Framework (Nov 2019)

➢2nd teleconference of the ad hoc steering committee

➢Experts to develop the CN of the project that they 
coordinated 

➢2nd meeting of the ad hoc steering committee of 
the Framework (Nov 2020)
Concept Note of two projects were approved by the ad 
hoc steering committee

➢3rd  meeting of the ad hoc steering committee of 
the Framework (TBC 2021)



Regional Collaboration Framework on AAH 
– Flagship activities

Collection and Evaluation of Existing Guidelines 
and Awareness Materials on Aquaculture 
Biosecurity for Small-scale Farms in the Asia-
Pacific Region; OIE in collaboration with Network of 
Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific   (NACA)

• A project report will be prepared to support Members 
understand how to utilise the available resources or 
further improve their regulation, awareness materials 
and technical guidelines on aquaculture biosecurity



Regional Collaboration Framework on AAH 
– Flagship activities

Collection and Evaluation of Existing Test Methods for Acute 
hepatopancreatic necrosis disease (AHPND); OIE in collaboration with 
OIE Reference Laboratory for AHPND

• To collect material causing AHPND and APHND-like disease from 
the region and evaluate existing test method for AHPND detection

• To collect samples or information to support the Aquatic Animal 
Health Standards Commission’s work on re-evaluating the definition 
of AHPND;

• To develop and publish a laboratory diagnostic algorithm to address 
the need in the Asia-Pacific region for AHPND detection 



Regional Collaboration Framework on AAH 
– Flagship activities

Regional collaboration to respond to emerging diseases of 
aquatic animals; OIE in collaboration with Dr Ingo Ernst, President of 
Aquatic Animal Health Standard Commission

• Protocol for regional collaboration on emerging diseases

• Identify additional protocol steps to be supported by the 
scientific network

• Implement arrangements for scientific network responsibilities 
identified in activity 2



Regional Collaboration Framework on AAH 
– Other activities

• Antimicrobial resistance/antimicrobial use in aquatic animals
OIE Virtual Consultation Meeting on Antimicrobial Resistance and 
Antimicrobial Use in Aquaculture (June 2021)
Responsible and prudent antimicrobial use (AMU) in aquatic
animals in Asia and the Pacific （November 2020）

•



Regional Collaboration Framework on AAH 
– Other activities

• Investigation into the current expertise and resources of OIE 
RCs in the region & Information sharing platform on aquatic 
animal health

A platform for sharing of training materials and scientific information on 
aquatic animal health.

https://rr-asia.oie.int/en/projects/aquatic-animal/https://rr-asia.oie.int/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/200625_rl_aqua.pdf



Regional Collaboration 
Framework on AAH 

- Other activities

• OIE PVS Aquatic: Virtual 
Information Session for Asia and 
the Pacific




