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Definition of an EDFZ

o A specific area defined on 

the basis of geographic 

boundaries

o Defined by and under the 

control of the Veterinary 

Authority

o Contains an animal 

subpopulation with a 

specific animal health 

status with respect to multiple 

specified equine diseases

EDFZ

Overall equine population of a country

Subpopulation horses in a EDFZ = 

high health status

Subpopulation of sport horses



Purpose of the EDFZ 

Protects equids in the EDFZ 

from diseases that may occur 

in other parts of the territory

Enables the safe entry and exit of horses

Protects equids outside of 

the EDFZ from diseases that 

potentially could be imported 

into the zone

EDFZ



Temporary EDFZ

Option for countries

➢ Planning to host an 

international sport event

➢ Having not yet

controlled/eradicated all equine 

diseases in their entire territory

➢ BUT are able to do it in smaller 

zone

Key benefits

➢ Mitigate health risk for horses competing in the EDFZ

➢ Increase the number of nations participating in the event

➢ Simplified requirements for import and re-entry of horses



OIE- IHSC Public private collaboration agreement 
Development of risk based frameworks (HHP, EDFZ)

Defined on the basis   of 

geographic 
boundaries

Based on sound 

management and 

biosecurity measures

Equine Disease Free 

Zones (EDFZ)

High health, high 

performance 

(HHP)

www.oie.int/terrestrial-code



OIE Terrestrial Code - Definition 

ZONE

▪ A clearly defined part of a territory 

▪ Containing an animal subpopulation 

▪ With a distinct health status with respect to a specific 

disease 

▪ For which required surveillance, control and 

biosecurity measures have been applied for the 

purpose of international trade



“Clearly defined part of a territory”

▪ Separated by natural or artificial barriers

▪ And/or by the application of appropriate 

management practices

▪ Extent of the zone & geographical limits 

established by the Veterinary Authority



▪ Valid animal identification system        Animal belonging 

to the subpopulation (EDFZ) should be recognisable 

▪ Traceability of movements control of movements 

across the boundaries of the zone

Animal movements 

into and out of the 

zone should be 

well documented 

and controlled

“Containing an animal subpopulation”



“Distinct health status with respect to a 

specific disease”

The distinct health status should be established and 

maintained based on appropriate epidemiological 

separation

Key principle in terms of the Terrestrial Code is to 

prevent the introduction of the pathogen



Structure of an EDFZ 
Event 

venue 

(core 

Zone)

Control of 

movements, 

Surveillance and 

early detection 

system in place 

PZ: buffer 

zone, 

optional



Establishment of an EDFZ

4 Pre-requisites for establishment of the EDFZ:

I. Quality of the Veterinary Services 

II. Staff and resources

III. Assessment of the equine health 

situation

IV. Risk mitigation and risk management



Establishment of an EDFZ

▪ Define objective of the EDFZ

o define diseases of concern and purpose of the EDFZ 

(for competition purposes, not for breeding)

▪ Extend and limits of the EDFZ

o How it will be separated from the rest of the territory

▪ Management of the EDFZ 

o Identification and traceability

o Disease surveillance to demonstrate disease freedom

o Biosecurity to prevent disease introduction into and 

out of the EDFZ

o Control of movement in/out (animals, fomites, people)

o Continuous Veterinary Supervision



EDFZ: Demonstrate the absence of 

specified equine diseases in the zone

Equine diseases and infections

o Contagious equine metritis

o Dourine

o Equine encephalomyelitis (Western)

o Equine infectious anaemia

o Equine influenza

o Equine piroplasmosis

o Glanders

o African horse sickness virus

o Infection with equid herpesvirus-1 

o Infection with equine arteritis virus

o Venezuelan equine 

encephalomyelitis

Multiple species diseases, 

infections and infestations

relevant to equids

o Anthrax

o Equine encephalomyelitis 

(Eastern)

o Rabies

o Japanese encephalitis

o New world screwworm 

o Old world screwworm 

o Surra

o West Nile fever

19 OIE listed diseases of relevance to equids



▪ Veterinary Services

• history of prompt and regular reporting to the OIE

• Quality of Veterinary Services (governance, economic and 

technical resources, diagnostic capabilities)

• Clearly articulated Public- Private Partnership with industry

▪ Management and Maintenance of the EDFZ

• Import requirements/ Pre-entry isolation

• Movement controls

▪ Biosecurity Plan 

• Biosecurity procedures for entry of animals, humans and 

equipment, waste, cleaning and disinfection

Structure of a Self-Declaration of an EDFZ 

dossier to be send to the OIE for publication



▪ Contingency Plans

• To ensure the early detection of any disease incident, rapid 

response, containment and traceability

▪ Reporting Procedures

• reporting procedures in place within the EDFZ and between  

the Veterinary Services

▪ Dossier conclusion

• Disclaimer/declaration by the Delegate, Dates for starting 

and expiration of EDFZ

Structure of a Self-Declaration of an EDFZ 

dossier to be send to the OIE for publication 



Guidelines on the 

establishment, 

management and self-

declaration to the OIE of 

an Equine Disease Free 

Zone (EDFZ) 
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EDFZ – Success stories

2019-2020



Publication of a Self-declaration of an EDFZ

To provide additional confidence to trading partners of the security of the 

EDFZ and give more visibility of the EDFZ of OIE Members



Bulletin OIE publications 



20

Take home messages on EDFZ 



EDFZ
o Risk based approach and optional tool

o PPP between Veterinary Services and the 

Horse industry

o An EDFZ is a practical and effective way of 

expanding international equine competition 

and facilitating international  equine trading 

relationships

o Allow more nations to organise international 

events

o Does not replace bi- or multilateral 

agreements

o EDFZ Guidelines- OIE assistance on 

request-OIE trainings

o A Self-declaration of an EDFZ can be published at the OIE website



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France 

www.oie.int

media@oie.int  - oie@oie.int 

Dr Mauro Meske

Project Officer

Status Department

m.meske@oie.int

Thank you for your attention


