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Si vis pacem, para bellum
If you want peace, prepare for war



African Swine Fever Virus

• Not highly Contagious but deadly viral disease

• Highly resistant

• Affects domestic and wild pigs

• Slowly spreading but jumps due to human
interference 

• No vaccine available

ASF affects:

• All age categories (no age dependency)

• Without gender predilection

• It does not affect humans or other animal species
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Different phases of ASF

- The 4 phases of a transmissible disease 
- Introduction
- Invasion 
- Epidemic 
- Endemic 

- BUT we also have a phase before the disease has even arrived! 
→ Prevention + Detection

- + There will be a phase after the disease is “eradicated”



Prevention
- Threshold at which you can prevent ASF to spread

- But we don’t know the exact number, still a lot 
not known about wild boar 
→ need for research, good data, …

- What to do: 
- Reduce the population

- Inform everyone

- Ban supplementary feeding

- Early detection is important

- Prepare (training, biosecurity, ….)



Introduction and invasion phase
- Skip these two phases as we usually only detect the disease when epidemic

- Invest in early detection



Epidemic Phase 

- No threshold! 

- The infection rate is always higher than any hunting rate 

- Hunting will increase the number of cases and will increase the probability of 
spreading the disease in this phase

- The more infected animals you have, the more you need to kill of the total 
population to reach a high probability that you killed the last infected animal

Conclusion: Stop all hunting activities! 



- Define areas (core, buffer, intensive hunting areas) adapt to new information

- Core and buffer areas:
- WB population undisturbed

- Carcass removal with high biosecurity → involve hunters

- Intensive hunting area:
- Drastic reduction in the WB population

- Fences help to slow down the disease in combination with other measures not 
on it’s own. 

- Baiting can be allowed to keep wild boar in the area

- Not cutting of all crops can be helpful 

- Stop traffic in the core and buffer area by general public, involve hunters





No hunt, then

• Be patient and wait until the end of the epidemic 

• PASSIVE surveillance (carcass removal)

• Do not get tired of surveillance

• Be accurate when collecting data



Endemic phase 

- Few infected animals 

- Hunting can be allowed (not driven hunts)

- Biosecurity measures need to be in place 

- Baiting is allowed but not feeding 



Summarize

- Preventive stage: reduce wild boar numbers and prepare

- Epidemic and Endemic stage
- Eradicate disease = remove last infectious animal

- Probability is low during the epidemic phase → no hunting 

- Probability is high during the endemic phase → hunting can be allowed under circumstances 

- Conclusion: Wait until you reach the endemic phase

No driven hunts as it increases the home range of wild boar

- The virus naturally reaches its minimum prevalence
- BUT carcasses play a role

- ➔ Important to try to remove carcasses to really eradicate all possible sources of ASF



Key take away
- Lots of human-mediated cases (jumps)

- ➔ Biosecurity is important (to prevent and after outbreak)

- Before an outbreak there should be a threshold but we don’t know enough about wild 
boar populations →Need for more knowledge

- ASF in not a truly density dependent infection.
→ The disease can linger on in carcasses for months/environment disease 

- EPI/ENdemic phase → No threshold 

- Passive surveillance = Important

- Stop artificial feeding → only helps the reproduction of wild boar

- Natural barriers = no effect on ASF spread.

- Fences help to slow down the disease in combination with other measures not on it’s 
own. 



FACE Recommendations
- To hunting associations (before and after outbreak)

- To hunters (before and after outbreak)

- To government

➔ Still need to be approved by Members Meeting in April and or by the EC



Association before an outbreak

• Open, transparent and regular communication

• Inform hunters on all aspects

• Stress the importance of surveillance of wild boar 

• Dialogue between all stakeholders 

• Promote reduction of the wild boar population

• Explain why certain actions are required 

• Request absolute transparency from the authorities 

• Biosecurity training programmes

• Advise hunters on best practice bio-security measures and the necessary 
equipment required + How to report possible cases + logistics carcass removal
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Cooperation with hunters 
(latest initiatives)



Public awareness 
http://web.oie.int/RR-Europe/eng/Regprog/en_ASF_depository.htm#ASFcampaignmaterial
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http://web.oie.int/RR-Europe/eng/Regprog/en_ASF_depository.htm#ASFcampaignmaterial


Hunters before an outbreak

• Be informed and Inform others 

• Carry out surveillance of wild boar 

• Reduce your wild boar population

• Take the necessary biosecurity precautions 

• Follow procedure when you suspect case of ASF

• Don’t bring meat from infected zone



Associations after an outbreak

• Organise training sessions

• Inform the general public

• Keep working with all stakeholders

• Transparency (with government)

• Implementation: Strategic approach to the management ofASF

• Keep hunters updated →importance to keep working long-term

https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/docs/ad_control-measures_asf_wrk-doc-sante-2015-7113.pdf




Hunters after outbreak

• Follow training and acquire all equipment 

• Support the implementation of the Strategic approach to the management of 
African Swine Fever for the EU

• Avoid any activity that may increase the movement of wild boar 

• Keep surveilling

• Take out carcasses respecting biosecurity 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/docs/ad_control-measures_asf_wrk-doc-sante-2015-7113.pdf


To the Government/Veterinarians
- Hunters like wild boar

- Uniquely placed to make the difference and determine the outcome 

- Have transparent/understandable communication, Hunters 
have to understand to help

- Use the knowledge hunters have

- Voluntary

- Make sure hunters have the means to manage ASF

- Listen to hunter’s observations
how do boar behave in infected areas?

- NOT ONE SOLLUTION FOR ALL SITUATIONS!



Thank you for your attention
L’union fait la force! 


