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“Losing the sheep was like a
bereavement.”

- Cooley Peninsula Farmer

‘I remember sitting in a chair that night, and as |
reflected on the events of the day, particularly
the slaughter of the animals, I cried.”

- Veterinary Surgeon
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“The silence was deafening without
the sound of sheep.”

- Cooley Peninsula Farmer

“It was a big shock.”

- Agricultural Advisor
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@ A National Farmed Animal Biosecurity Strategy
- Biosecurity has never been more relevant

Study: Salmonella persists after cleaning
Third highly pathogenic avian and disinfection

Salmonella was still isolated in processing plants after the plants were washed down

influenza outbreak confirmed in
commercial turkey flock in Co.
Monaghan

By 12 December 2022 @© 1 minute read O By: Chris Wright
~ DYy g

From: Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine What really drives Ireland,s worSt bOVine TB
Published on: 10 Noverber 2025 outbreaks

Last updated on: 14 November 2025

New research challenges long-held assumptions

African Swine Fever 'would
devastate Irish pig industry
overnight'’

By Megan O'Brien
October 13,2022 12:56 PM



https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/press-releases/third-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-outbreak-confirmed-in-commercial-turkey-flock-in-co-monaghan/
https://www.thepoultrysite.com/articles/salmonella-persists-after-cleaning-and-disinfection
https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/african-swine-fever-would-devastate-irish-pig-industry-overnight/

@ A National Farmed Animal Biosecurity Strategy

= All-island approach to disease prevention and control.
= Prevention is Better than Cure.

= |t centres around the ‘ABC of Biosecurity’
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Awareness Behavioural Change Consistency

National Farmed Animal
Biosecurity Strategy




@ Awareness 8

. ~ ”~
* Guidance =0=

* Stakeholder awareness Q

Awareness

* Regulatory measures

* Sector specific biosecurity Codes of Practice:
v Pigs

/Poultry 6111:.‘“- ANIMAL HEALTH IRELAND

4 Dairy and Beef Cattle [cm of Practice ]

for Indoor Pigs




@ Behavioural Change 9
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* Success depends on biosecurity practices being m

implemented effectively and routinely. Behavioural Change
* Motivations and barriers to change.
* Knowledge gaps through research.

* Collaboration with stakeholders




@ Consistency “

* Maintaining a strong barrier

Consistency

* Awareness of legislative obligations

* Implementing effective biosecurity practices

M Biosecurity

Do not
enter




Why is Antimicrobial |
Resistance (AMR) a threat?

AMR can spread from p Tetanus
animals to people W"" Q 60,000
and vice versa. )

When microorganisms like bacteria Road traffic

accidents
become resistant to antimicrobials, we = mllllon
Increase the risk of running out of '
options to treat dangerous infections.
ey e
AMR-related
in EU/EEA  deaths in Europe Measles
130,000
€1.1 billion 35,000
per year per year
Diarrhoeal
disease
1.4 million

4 N

\

AMR in 2050
10 million

Cancer
P 8.2 million
AMR now
700,000
(low estimate)
Cholera
100,000~
120,000

Diabetes
1.5 million



iINAP — Ireland’s National Action Plans on AMR

INAP1
2017 -2020

iNAP

PROTECTING ANTAIBHEATHAIGH
ANTIBIOTICS @ A CHOSAINT

FORTHE FUTURE DON TODHCHAI

INAP2
2021 - 2025

NAP

OBAIR LE CHEILE CHUN ABHAIR ®  VIORKING TOGETHER TO
FHRITHMHIOCROBACHA ® o PROTECT ANTIMICROBIALS
A CHOSAINT DON TODHCHAI FOR THE FUTURE

INap3
2026 — 2030

NAP

OBAIR LE CHEILE CHUN ABHAIR
FHRITHMHIOROBACHA
A CHOSAINT DON TODHCHAI

WORKING TOGETHER T0
PROTECT ANTIMICROBIALS
FOR THE FUTURE
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INAP — Key Achievements :

* 50% reduction in sales of highest critically important antimicrobials

* 24% overall reduction in sales for food producing animals

INAP’

* Development of National Veterinary Prescription System

Ireland’s Second One Health National
Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance

* INAP launched November 2025

v'Includes new objective strengthening multisectoral governance,
sustainability and accountability
v Communication and behaviour change

v Renewed focus on biosecurity and infection
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National One Health Framework
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One Health Oversight Committee

nfectious Zoonoses Climate &
of Zoonotic Origin Health

(Al) Committee

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
An Roinn Sldinte Bia agus Mara An Roinn Aeriide,
Department of Health Department of Agriculture, Fuinnimh agus Comhshaoil
Food and the Marine Department of Climate,

Energy and the Environment




@ Biosecurity at the Border ’

* Creating awarenes at airports and ports with media campaigns

RESPECT BORDERS

* Detection dog “Casey” . ST“P

:s(mmu LEAT CABHRU LINN AR N-AINMHITHE
HOSAINT AR GHALAR cRUg AGUS BEIL (Fup) the Spread of

o AFRICAN
. SWINE
L FEVER

DON'T BE A CARRIER DF

Diseases don't respect borders Are you travelling to Ireland?

e Infected meat and meat products can
spread animal diseases e.g. African
swine fever, Classical swine fever and
Foot and Mouth Disease

Never bring meat or meat products
into Ireland from outside the EU

THIS DEADLY PIG DISEASE.
NOW IN PARTS OF EUROPE,
ASIA AND AFRICA.

If travelling to areas in the EU affected
by African swine fever, avoid bringing
back pork or pork products e-g.,
salami, cured hams, pates, ham
sandwiches or wild boar products

Never feed meat or meat products to
livestock

An Roinn Talmhafochta,
Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Dispose of food waste carefully
in secure bins away from animal

www.agriculture. gov.ie/ASF

EISEASES DON'T RESPECT BORDERS
EEP IRELAND FREE OF AFRICAN SWINE FEVER




An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

MEASURES

Bovine TB Action Plan e g iceve

Addressing Bovine TB in Ireland
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Bovine TB Action Plan: Addressing Bovine TB in Ireland

4. | AnRoinn Talmhaiochta,

& r:)'{ Bia agus Mara

5’\,’::"/ Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Support bTB Free Herds Bovine TB Action Plan

Addressing Bovine TB in Ireland

Enhance Wildlife Biosecurity

Detect and eliminate bTB infection

Protect your herd from Bovine TB (bTB)

Buying Animals: Check the bTB
history of animals before buying and only
buy from herds with no recent breakdown

Breeding: Use Al and stock bulls
with higher levels of bTB resistance.
See more at www.icbf.ie

Badgers: Identify badger setts and use
livestock fencing to keep cattle away.
Report badger activity at www.bovinetb.ie

For more information please visit
www.bovinetb.ie



http://www.icbf.ie/
http://www.bovinetb.ie/

@TB Awareness at 2026 National Ploughing Championships*

—\\_%
\ ) 7
| /"'A:_{
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ing Championships

ional Plough

@ TB Awareness at 2026 Nat




Behaviour Change at 2026 National Ploughing Championships *




HPAI biosecurity series

Avian Influenza Awareness

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,

Food and the Marine

Register your flock

e It's a legal requirement

e Protect your flock; protect'lIrish poultry — your
registration helps strengthen national disease
surveillance.

e More efficient response from the Department
to control and prevent spread of disease.

e By knowing where poultry are located, the
Department can alert owners quickly in the
event of a disease outbreak and give advice on
appropriate prevention and control measures
as soon as possible.

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,

Food and the Marine

Personnel and Equipment

eKeep movement of visitors, vehicles and
equipment onto poultry premises to a minimum

eVehicle wheels and wheel arches, and any
equipment must be cleaned and disinfected with
DAFM Registered Disinfectants both when they
leave and on their return to the holding

eEquipment should not be shared between farms

oOnly allow essential visitors, using dedicated
overalls and footwear

oStaff should maintain good standards of hygiene.
Hand washing and cleaning and disinfection of
footwear and clothing is essential

HPAI biosecurity series

HPAI biosecurity series

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Prevent contact between wild birds
and poultry or captive birds.

eUse fencing or netting in outdoor areas
eFeeding and water points should be indoors

eDo not handle or bring sick or dead wild
birds into poultry premises

olf you find a sick or dead wild bird, remove
poultry from the area, avoid all contact and
call your RVO for advice on appropriate
disposal

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Flock Environment

ePoultry houses should be wild bird and rodent
proof

eStaff and service vehicles should be parked
outside the premises perimeter

eKeep a clean environment which is unattractive
to wild birds. Any feed spills should be cleaned
up immediately

eRegular cleansing and disinfection (C&D) should
be carried out

eProvide footbaths containing DAFM Registered
Disinfectants outside each poultry house
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Communication during Increased Risk Period

Compulsory biosecurity measures:

usually introduced around October or November,

based on risk

- Stakeholder forums

- Webinars

- Press releases

- Social media

- Radio/Podcasts

- Advertising campaigns
- Website updates

- Circulars (HPAI Update)

1. Introduction of Biosecurity Measures Regulations 1t November 2025

>

RTE | 100 News Sport Entertainment Business Lifestyle Culture Gaeilge

News » lIreland » World Business Sport Nuacht Programmes RTE Investigates

Play

Housing order for all poultry comes into
effect amid bird flu risk

Updated / Monday, 10 Nov 2025 09:51 o ® @

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

NDCC Avian Influenza Update 12 of 2025

‘Best practice’ biosecurity measures as usually advised by the Department of Agriculture
Food and the Marine, will become mandatory for all poultry and captive bird keepers
effective from 1** November.

These are precautionary measures to reduce the risk of an incursion of avian influenza to
poultry in Ireland.

There will not be a requirement for birds to be permanently housed from this date, nor will
there be any restrictions on bird gatherings, shows or sales at this time.

A guidance document on the measures which must be taken by poultry and captive bird
keepers has been developed and is available in the Annex below and at www.gov.ie/birdflu

*Biosecurity continues to remain the #1 method in disease prevention and control*
Strict Biosecurity measures are ESSENTIAL to help prevent HPAI outbreaks
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Communication

23

Itis not just
»Public relations a
»Media management alone
»Simply issuing information




Thank youl! o

“The single biggest problem in
communication is the illusion
that it has taken place”

- George Bernard Shaw (Famous Irish Playwright & Nobel Prize Winner)
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