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Enhance Members participation in the 

Standard-setting process 
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1. WOAH International Standards

2. Standard -Setting Process

3. Member Commenting figures

4. Other Developments

Agenda



3What are WOAH international standards?

• Framework to facilitate 
discussions between 
exporting and importing 
countries

• The role of WOAH:

▪ Animal health, welfare and 
zoonosis

▪ Standards for trade

•  live animals 

•  animal products
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WOAH 
international 
standards

Codes Manuals

Access 

standards here:

Standards to improve 
terrestrial animal 
health and welfare, 
and veterinary public 
health

Standards on 
diagnostic tests 
and vaccines



5Impact of WOAH Standards Internationally

Improved 

prevention and 

control of animal 

diseases and 

zoonosis at the 

source 

Science-based 

risk mitigation 

measures for 

international trade

Reduced 

risk of 

international 

spread of 

diseases

Facilitates 

understanding 

between 

countries, simplify 

processes, and 

reduces costs

Harmonisation of 

national regulations 

and programmes

across countries 

Harmonisation of 

sanitary measures 

for international trade

Increases 

predictability 

and fairness 

of trade

Safer, fairer and sustainable international trade
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Standard-setting process
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Experts Selection process

• Open call launched July-Sept. before election year

• Experts worldwide can apply

• Endorsement sought from WOAH Delegate

• Candidates reviewed by a Selection Committee and the WOAH Council

• Council endorsed list shared with Delegates before the election  

 

Elected by the World Assembly of Delegates

• Four Specialist Commissions;

• Each Commission comprises six members;

• Each Commission meets twice a year to 

progress items on their respective work 

programmes (February and September).

3-year term

Elections at 2024 

General Session 

(next one in 2027)

WOAH Specialist Commissions

Role of Specialist Commissions in standard-setting



8Specialist Commissions



9Specialist Commissions

Reports:



10Standard -setting process

Phase 4 
Adoption

Phase 3 
Commenting 
and review 

Phase 2 
Development 

of work 

Phase 1     
New work 

identification

2 to 4 years 

A transparent process to ensure that WOAH International Standards address Members needs 
and are developed based in the latest science and taking into consideration the different 

contexts among Members to enable implementation. 
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Delegates 

International 
Organisations

WOAH

REVIEW

DRAFT

183 Members

Specialist 
Commissions

Global 
experts

WOAH
Delegates

Phase 1 - New work identified   

Phase 2 – 

Development of Work 

Phase 4 - Adoption 

Phase 3 – Commenting and review 

WOAH International 
Standards

Communication with Members

throughout the process 

Specialist Commissions reports

 and WOAH General Session

How are WOAH standards developed?
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Member commenting
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WOAH Eighth Strategic Plan 
(2027 -2031) 

** Reinforce Member participation in 
the standard-setting process and 
enhance understanding of barriers to 
implementation 
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Number of Members that submitted comments on TAHC (2021 – 2026)

**Disclaimer: EU counted as one
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Numbers of member submitted comments on AAHC (2021 – 2026)

**Disclaimer: EU counted as one



Terrestrial Animal Health Code Chapter Total Asia
Pacific America Europe Africa Int'l 

groups

Notification of diseases and provision of epidemiological information 1.1. 11 4 3 4

Procedures for official recognition of animal health status, endorsement of an official 
control programme, and publication of a self-declaration of animal health status, by WOAH

1.6. 8 3 1 4

Emergency management 3.X. 11 5 3 3

Defining, establishing and maintaining populations and subpopulations of animals 4.4. 9 4 4 1

Application of zoning 4.Y. 9 4 4 1

Introduction to recommendations for international veterinary certification and export and 
import procedures

5.X. 9 5 2 2

Animal welfare during transport 7.2. 16 6 5 3 1 1

Animal welfare at the time of killing for purposes other than slaughter 7.6. 18 8 4 4 2

Infection with foot and mouth disease virus 8.8. 10 4 3 2 1

Infection with high pathogenicity avian influenza virus 10.4. 16 8 6 2

Infection with Newcastle disease virus 10.9. 9 2 5 1 1

Infection with lumpy skin disease virus 11.9. 11 6 2 2 1

Infection with I-AB and I-C variants of Venezuelan equine encephalitis virus (Venezuelan 
equine encephalomyelitis)

12.11. 11 2 5 2 2

Infection with sheeppox virus (Sheeppox) and goatpox virus (Goatpox) 14.9. 10 5 1 3 1

Terrestrial Animal Health Code of Interest by Regions (# Members commented, Sept 26)

Other: Glossary, User's Guide, Work programme, etc.



Aquatic Animal Health Code Chapter Total Asia
Pacific America Europe Int'l 

groups

Ornamental Aquatic Animal' deffinition Glossary 1 1

definition 'Compartment Glossary 4 1 1 1 1

Notification of diseases, and provision of epidemiological information 1.1 12 5 4 2 1

Aquatic Animal Disease Surveillance 1.4.  13 4 5 2 2

Application of compartmentalisation 4.3. 14 7 4 3

Principles for responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents in aquatic 
animals

6.2. 12 4 4 2 2

Welfare of farmed fish Section 7 6 1 1 3 1

Infection with Aphanomyces astaci (crayfish plague) 9.2. 1 1

Infection with Gyrodactylus salaris 10.3. 1 1

Infection with infectious salmon anaemia virus 10.4. 1 1

Update viral names of pathogenic agents for WOAH listed diseases Taxonomy 1 1

Compartment free from [pathogen X]’ of the disease-specific chapters Model Article X.X.7. 6 3 2 1

Introduction to recommendations for international aquatic animal health 
certification and export and import procedures

Chapter 5Y 8 2 3 2 1

Aquatic Animal Health Code of Interest by Regions (# Members commented, Sept 26)



Aquatic Manual Chapter Total Asia
Pacific America Europe Int'l 

groups

Infection with Tilapia lake virus 2.3.X. 8 4 3 1

Infection with spring viraemia of carp virus 2.3.9. 6 2 3 1

Infection with Bonamia exitiosa
Infection with Bonamia ostreae

2.4.2., 2.4.3. 3 2 1

Infection with Marteilia refringens 2.4.4. 2 1 1

Terrestrial Manual 

Aquatic Manual of Interest by Regions (# Members commented, Sept 26)

None for Sep 2026, but in Feb 2026 received comments from:
• Africa: 1 
• Asia-Pacific: 5
• Americas: 3
• Europe: 3
• Int’l groups: 1
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Other developments
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The Commissions are listening 

In response for standards to be more inclusive and 
provide measures for disease prevention and control > 
new article on prevention and control programmes 

Request to provide fit-for-purpose guidance to Members 
to achieve surveillance objectives > expanded 
surveillance sections to include early warning, 
demonstration of freedom and vaccination monitoring
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The Commissions are listening

To meet contemporary needs as raised by Members, 
expanding horizontal chapters 
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The Commissions are listening

Terrestrial Manual include test validation data to help 
Members/ readers find information on the selection of 
tests justifying the scores in Table 1

Aquatic Manual introduced host susceptibility sections 
and standard table matrix for methods and validation for 
better alignment with Aquatic Code + susceptibility tables
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Standards online navigation tool

• Provides single access point for WOAH standards

• Latest adopted versions of Codes and Manuals

• Supports browsing and search by keyword 

• Supports search by commodity (for the moment, terrestrial only, stay tuned for aquatics)
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Take home message

1. Participate actively  and early  in standard -setting process, 
procedure here: 

2. Comment on the work programme of the Specialist 
Commissions: submit requests on priority  topics 

3. Foster active national  consultation  (focal points, experts, 
key stakeholder groups) when preparing comments

Open to ideas – write to standards.dept@woah.org 
on how we can better support you in the standard 
setting process

mailto:standards.dept@woah.org


12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.org

www.woah.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25

