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Clarifying terminology

Foresight

Epidemic intelligence

Horizon scanning

Forecasting
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Epidemic intelligence definition from WOAH EI framework

Epidemic Intelligence conducted at WOAH is 
defined as the cycle of organised and standardised 

collection, analysis and interpretation of 
information from multiple sources (official and 

non-official) to detect, verify and investigate 
potential animal health risks in a timely manner […] 

taking into account a One Health approach.





EI components: some key points 

Immature data 
integration stage - 

siloed systems

Several information 
not captured in 

database

Data collected is not 
used to its maximum 

capacity

EI data routinely 
collected not stored 
in a consistent and 
harmonised way
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WOAH Epidemic 
intelligence outputs



Outputs – Active search activity  

• EIOS system main source for animal 
health scanning from unofficial 
sources

• Daily screening

• Around 200 animal disease 
categories since 2017

• Around 120,000 signals / year

• Communication between WOAH and 
its Members for verification



Outputs – Epidemic intelligence, analysis, horizon scanning



IMS Report 

Data integration

Rstudio
Integrate information 

and produce report

AI use: 
-Summary of news from 

different sources
-News title translation

- News aggregation 

Official data

Copenicus data

Media scanning (EIOS)

Epidemic intelligence in action – data integration from several sources
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Expansion to Asia- Pacific 

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/strengthening-early-threat-warning-in-the-region/ 
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Project background

One of WOAH 's missions: to ensure 
transparency of the animal disease 
situation worldwide.

To meet this objective, WOAH collects 
official notifications of animal diseases 
from its Members and disseminates the 
information to the international 
community.

Title: Supporting early threat warning project for WOAH 7th Strategic Plan funded 
by the Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF).

Aim: to promote transparency in disease reporting and sharing.

Objective: to strengthen WOAH’s early warning systems in Asia-Pacific region
through epidemic intelligence-gathering, active search activity (‘rumour tracking’),
and information sharing.

Target participants: WOAH Members and territories in Asia-Pacific.

Components:
1. Intelligence gathering - gap analysis summary report, consultancy survey
2. Asia-Pacific weekly rumour tracking 
3. Development & implementation of a strategy – i.e., information sharing
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This side event should be considered as a starting 

point rather than a standalone discussion.

Transforming concepts into operational tools requires 

investment, coordination, and capacity building.

WOAH would be happy to start discussions with 

Members and partners on how to operationalise the 

concepts discussed today

WOAH DIAD will hire a new staff soon to strengthen 

epidemic intelligence capacity thanks to the 

support of United Kingdom - DEFRA

For contact and information

• Gilles Guillot – g.guillot@woah.org 

• Paolo Tizzani – p.tizzani@woah.org 

Takeaway messages 

from the Side event

mailto:g.guillot@woah.org
mailto:p.tizzani@woah.org


Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube
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12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int

www.woah.org

Thank you

Paolo Tizzani
Data Integration and Analytics Department 
(DIAD) 
p.tizzani@woah.org 

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:p.tizzani@woah.org
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