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FMDςStorystarted

Å21 March 2025ҭconfirmation of FMDat 3 diary cattle farms

Å14 April 2025ҭthe last animal depopullated



FMDςSlovak storyMarch-April2025



Brief overview-
FMD in 
Slovakia -
2025



FMDςimmediateactionsin orderto 
eradicatethediseaseς

Operationsfollowingdepopulation
ÅPreliminary cleaning and disinfection of the facilities

ÅDestruction or decontamination of all materials enable to carry FMD virus
under veterinary supervision

ÅFinal cleaning and disinfection of the facilities repeated in at least 7 days
interval

ÅInstallation of sentinel animals (PCRand ELISAnegative for FMD)

ÅClinical examination of animals ( sentinels)

ÅVeterinary decision for restocking the farms following negative PCRand ELISA
testing of all sentinel animals at every farm

ÅContinuous surveillance

ÅParalel- Preparing dossier for regaining WOAH status country free from FMD
without vaccination



FMDςreviewof possibleincubationperiod
in the light of lastyearoccurrence

ÅTheFMDincubationperiodgenerallyknownis2-14 days,andfrom the perspectiveof
epi-investigation,it is of coursenecessaryto take into accountthe maximumextent
of this period
Åtake into account- in the caseof indirect transmissionof the virus by fomites (objects,vehicles,

tools, feed,peoplewith shoes/clothing/hands,etc.), the date of contact (e.g. vehicleentry to the
farm)maynot mean(andusuallydoesnot mean)the date of infection of animalson the farm.

Åit is advisablenot to stick exclusivelyto the interval of 14 days (WOAH)or 21 days (i.e. the
monitoring period accordingto EUlegislation)from the first symptoms- but it should also be
borne in mind that the introduction to the farm couldhaveoccurredseveraldaysor weeksearlier
(overseen, not detectedor not notified first symptoms)



FMDςEvaluationof theexperience
(lessonslearned)

ÅRevisionof the contingencyplans! 



FMDnational contingency plan(anupdate)-
actionsreviewelementsin details

Åthe assessment of clinical signs indicative of FMD

ÅAll ( new) sampling procedures for laboratory diagnosis at the national 
reference laboratory

ÅDescriptionof optionsof (emergency) vaccination plan

ÅSystemof checkingand controlling of outbreaks occurring within a short 
period

ÅAnupdate of involved authoritiesand their contactpersons

ÅIdentifyingof potencialburial locationsin different regions

ÅNational crisis centre ςinclusionand cooperationof all stakeholders



By preparingthecontingencyplanςthe
elementswhichare to betakinginto account
1. The spread of FMD can only be controlled and stopped by

immediate reactions and strict, correctly set measures and
vigorousenforcementof their implementation.

2. The system of monitoring of all possiblemovementsand other
contactsand determination the level of risk for additional contact
farms.

3. Measuresin caseof suspicionof FMDneed to be ordered for all
identified contact farms or for an appropriateareaconsideringthe
extentof contacts.

4. Timely communication of measures and coordination of all
components.



FMDςRestorationof the freestatus

Å31. October 2025 - restoration of FMD free status (without vaccination) ҭ
evaluation of the dossier from WOAHservices

ÅDossierҭdecrotopon of all issues done

ÅCREATION: summer 2025

ÅEvaluation WOAH: several weeks ( September/October 2025)

ÅADVICE: be ready to answer /explain the elements for better understanding



Biosecurity

Veterinary measures related to biosecurity - control of entries into the
farm (persons and vehicles)

ü hygiene of persons entering and leaving the farm

ü disinfection of transport vehicles before entering and leaving the
farm

ü enhanced biosecurity measures for all facilities displaying animals to
the public, including entering of necessary goods and services

ü prohibition of gathering animals in the same means of transport by
loading them from multiple holdings of origin



Vaccinationstrategy

ÅThechosen vaccinationstrategyin the Slovak Republic

good/usefulchoice
ü emergencysuppressivevaccination

Å(accordingto the definition in Article2(1)(c) of CDR(EU) 2023/361).

Å
- clearknowledgeof the objective/ the correctnessof the choiceof vaccinein terms of
its effectiveness- correctserotype( O( SK)ςCY( SAT1)

Åto suppressor reducethe spreadof the virus by kept animalspecieslisted, locatedat
the outbreakor in certainepidemiologicallylinkedestablishmentsto the lowestpossible
leveluntil the animalsconcernedareslaughteredandsafelydisposedof.

ÅFordiscussion- vaccineto live ( CY- March2026)ςthe consequencesandattitude of the
tradepartners - trade impact SCOPEANDDURATION



CRISIS MANAGEMENT BOARD 

ÅHIGH IMPORTANCE
Ådaily meetingsof CMBmembers(veterinaryadministration,

police, customs, rescue system, army, anticonflict teams
(psychologists), localgovernmentrepresentatives...)

ÅTHEROLE: the analysisof previousday(s)developmentand
planningactivitiesfor next 3-5 daysin order to eradicatethe
disease



FMDςsurveillance- after FMD crisis
Åpassive surveillance system for FMD based on mandatory immediate 

notification of any clinical suspicion in susceptible animal species
1. all farmers, private veterinarians and official veterinarians are required to report 

without delay any occurrence of  clinical signs or any other atypical clinical 
presentation compatible with FMD

2. any reported suspicion triggers immediate official investigation, including clinical 
examination and sampling for laboratory diagnosis at the national reference 
laboratory

Åclinical examination by privatevetsbefore movement of susceptible animals
Åblood samples are routinely taken from animals following abortions and tested for a 

range of diseases, including FMD

The FMD surveillance system must be operational at all times, 
including duringthe peacetime.



Measureswild animals
(validas from 1.9.2025)

ÅSubject: sampling for foot-and-mouth disease(FMD) from susceptiblewild gamein the Slovak Republic
- amendmentto guideline3.

ÅTheStateVeterinaryandFoodAdministrationof theSlovakRepublic("SVFA SR"), in accordancewith Section
6, paragraph2, letter a) of Act No. 39/2007Coll. on veterinarycare,asamended,issuestheseguidelineson
samplingfor FMD from huntedanddeadsusceptiblewild animalsin the SlovakRepublic,valid from 01. 09.
2025.

ÅSamplesare taken from susceptiblewild game for FMD only from dead or hunted susceptiblewild
animals with symptomsof the diseaseindicative of FMD (ulcers on the lip, ulcers in the interphalangeal
space,malaise,lossof timidity) . After reporting sucha finding to the DVFA, a samplefor the virological
examination is carried out by an official veterinarian. Thesesamplesare taken throughout the Slovak
Republic.



FMDςEvaluationof theexperience

ÅCritical points:

üDepopulationof outbreaks, with useof emergencysuppresivevaccination

üKilingof animalsςdescriptionof methods

üSafedisposalof carcasess- renderingplant + burial

üRestrictions on movement through the municipalities where the infection
occurred+ the surroundingarea

üContact farms within a radius of 3 km ςpreventive killing vis a vis citizens
sufficienthumanresources

üFinancingof wholeactivities

üLegislativepower - emergencysituationςauthorizations/empowermentsof the
chiefveterinaryofficer

üPropercommunicationto public



Newequipmentfor eradicationof outbreaks-
alreadyordered



FMD - informationcampaign

Åaddressed to veterinary inspectors, private veterinarians, breeders' 
associationsandhunting managers

Ådisseminate information and comments on clinical signs of FMD and 
reporting obligations to veterinarians and stakeholders

ÅPropperdescriptionand assessment of clinical signs indicative of FMD

Åprocedures for reporting suspected cases and sampling in case of 
suspicion

ÅFMD specializedweb sub-site

ÅRisk of travellingfrom affectedcountriesςnon-commercialpet
movement, food-souvenirs(untreatedmeat, milk and their products)





FMD  
international

seminarς
september 2025 

Nitra(SK)- an
exampleof 
information
sharingand 
cooperation



Raisingpublicawareness
ÅSlovak agricultureexhibition-

Agrokomplex 2025 ςspecial
pavilondedicatedto FMD



FMD ςcostsfor eradication

Ministry of interior: 5 675 866,90 ϵ

+

All other ministries + SVFA 5 345 888,34 EUR

out of this SVFA 2 329 280,27 EUR

Total: 11 021 755 EUR









Final cleaning and desinfection








