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Annual reconfirmation of BSE risk status: purpose

Purpose and context: 

• Ensures ongoing compliance with WOAH BSE standards beyond the initial evaluation;

• Builds international confidence facilitating safe trade of animals and animal products;

• Highlights transparency in reporting of any changes to the disease situation and measures 

applied;

• Etc



Annual Reconfirmation: procedure

In accordance with 
the Terrestrial Code

In accordance with 
Resolution 15 of 
the 2020 Adapted 

Procedure

November every 
year

Online system:

Supportive info 
requested

WOAH screening:

Status Dept + 

RR / SRR

Scientific 
Commission’s 

review

World Assembly 
annual adoption



Annual reconfirmation of BSE risk status

• Annual reconfirmation form (last 

update 2024);

• Reporting period: 12 months;

• Guidance on supporting information 

requested according to response 

provided 

Annual reconfirmation form

https://www.woah.org/en/document/a_annual_reconfirmation_bse/


Annual reconfirmation of BSE risk status

Questions focused on: 
• Changes in risk mitigation practices throughout the industry (industry practices, audits, 

legislation, surveillance, etc.);

• Imports of commodities and changes in import requirements;

• Tables 1: Record of imports in the past 12 months for each commodity

Country 

of origin 

of import

1 a) Bovines

Intended use

Provide (1) the import certificate ONLY IF import 

requirements ARE DIFFERENT FROM Articles 11.4.9 or 

11.4.10 and (2) a demonstration of equivalency to these 

articles.



Annual reconfirmation of BSE risk status

Questions focused on: 

• Data on the number of animals reported to the Veterinary Authority for displaying signs on the BSE 

spectrum;

• follow up with appropriate laboratory testing (Terrestrial Manual) to accurately confirm or rule out the 

presence of BSE agents + discrimination between atypical and classical BSE strains;

• Table 2: Record of surveillance conducted in the past 12 months

Clinical presentation

(See Point 2 of Article 11.4.20)

Number 

reported

Number tested 

for BSE

Bovines displaying progressive clinical signs suggestive of BSE that are refractory to 

treatment and where the presentation cannot be attributed to other common causes of 

behavioural or neurological signs

Bovines showing behavioural or neurological signs at antemortem inspection at 

slaughterhouses/abattoirs

Bovines presented as downers (non-ambulatory) with an appropriate supporting clinical 

history (i.e., the presentation cannot be attributed to other common causes of recumbency)

Bovines found dead (fallen stock) with an appropriate supporting clinical history (i.e., the 

presentation cannot be attributed to other common causes of death)

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#/glossary-chapter/?term=206355&standard_type=5&animal_type=7&lang_id=102


Annual reconfirmation of BSE risk status

Questions focused on: 

• Awareness and training programmes implemented for different stakeholder 

groups;

• Classical BSE cases: reported through IN + epi report within 90 days;

• Reports of atypical BSE cases;

• Changes in epidemiological situation?



СПАСИБО ЗА ВНИМАНИЕ!

Thank You!
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