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Veterinarians know, care and contribute 2

• UEVP (Practitioners) incl. FEEVA
• UEVH (Hygienists – Public Health Officers)
• EASVO (Veterinary State Officers)
• EVERI (Education, Research, Industry)

46 national associations
38 European countries 
4 Sections 
  

 

THE FEDERATION OF VETERINARIANS OF EUROPE

 >330 000 veterinarians

FVE’s mission
The European veterinary profession, represented by 
FVE, is a science-led healthcare profession of over 
330,000 veterinarians. We champion animal health 
and welfare, public health, safe food, and sustainable 
livelihoods.

As One Health–One Welfare leaders, veterinarians 
protect animals, people, and the environment for a 
healthier tomorrow.
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FVE structure
FVE Working Groups

2026
• Medicines WG

• Animal Welfare WG

• Veterinary Public Health & 
Sustainability WG

• Statutory Bodies WG

• Mental Well-Being and DEI WG

• Animal Health Working group (new)



Term 2023-2026 
 Vibe Pedersen Lund – DK (Chair)
 Stefan Gunnarsson – SE (Co-Chair)
 Mark McCarthy – IE
 Luc Mounier – FR
 Thomas Neudecker – AT
 Tatjana Zajec – HR 
 Johanna Moritz – DE 
 Ann Criel – BE – FECAVA
 Giovanni Guadagnini – IT – UEVP 
 Kenelm Lewis – UK – UEVP 
 Mette Uldahl – FEEVA – FVE Board
 Heather Bacon – UK – Observer 
 Andrei-Sebastian Csiplo – RO – Observer
 Matteo Carnevale – IVSA observer
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Final meeting was held in April 2026

New Working Group will have first meeting 3rd of July
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SMART Actions of the AW WG for 2023-2026

• Input into draft proposals for new EU AW legislation

• Explore connection of animal health, welfare, food safety & AMU

• Communicating positions to policymakers (in)directly

• Define horizontal welfare indicators 

• Joint position training & behaviour

• Reflection on the use of animals in entertainment

• FVE position on fur farming 
THE NEW AWWG WILL SET THE SMART 

ACTIONS FOR 2026-2029



1. EU Animal 
Welfare Framework 
Law
Originally: EU Commission 
announced release of four 
animal welfare proposals in 
2021:

Transport

Slaughter

Labelling

Dogs & cats



1. EU Legislation on welfare and I&R of cats & dogs 

 FVE actively engaged with the Council and the European Parliament

 Most FVE/FECAVA points were taken onboard in the final Regulation

 FVE welcomed the adopted text and awaits publication in the Official 
Journal

 FVE started preparing for implementation by raising awareness
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FVE 
BROCHURE
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VI subgroup on  health 
& welfare of pets in 
trade under EC Animal 
welfare Platform
• The mandate has been 

extended until 30 June 2030.
• Secretariat: FVE together with 

Eurogroup for Animals
• Member Ann Criel (FVE, 

FECAVA)

• Implement EU Regulation: communication, awareness, stakeholder outreach 
• Promote welfare standards: update guidance on breeding, shelters, online sales 
• Fight illegal pet trade: cooperation, data exchange, reporting to EU bodies
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REPORT

• In November 2025, FVE together with WOAH, RSPCA 
Europe and Purina organised an event related to the 
Regulation for the welfare and traceability of dogs 
and cats
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2. New rules on transport 

• Further meetings took place at Council working group level, while the proposal 
remains stalled in the European Parliament.

• S2 Council meetings under Irish Presidency

Priority Voting Recommendations for EP vote on the 
revision of EU Animal Transport Regulation 
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3. Joint position training & behaviour

• Finalised position paper

• Adopted in June GA 2024, Press Release, 
FECAVA, FEEVA and WSAVA did joint 
launch webinar in December 2024.



4. Animals in entertainment

• The experts welcomed comments and 
feedback on the joint FVE-FECAVA draft 
position on the use of animals in 
entertainment

• Revised in 2026, and planned for second 
consultation and possible adoption in 
Nov 2026 
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5. FVE, FECAVA AND WSAVA
POSITION PAPER ON FUR
FARMING

• A legally enacted phase-out of fur 
farming in the next decade
• A phase-out of the placement of 
farmed animal fur and products 
containing such fur on the market
• A ban on importing farmed animal 
fur and products containing such fur from 
third countries who have not phased out.
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Work in progress
• Support for developing policy indicators to 

measure improvements in animal welfare

Foreseen: revision of FVE 2016 position paper on “Relationship between animal welf
are and the use of antibiotics in food animals” by the AWWG, MWG, and VPH&S WG  
to broaden the scope to explore the interconnections between animal welfare, animal 
health, food safety, and antimicrobial resistance. 

• Beef cattle at farm 
• Dairy cows and calves at farm
• Fish at farm, transport, and killing
• Lying hens at farm 
• Meat chickens at farm
• Transport and slaughter of ruminants and pigs
• Pigs at farm
• Transport and slaughter of poultry

Meetings:

https://www.fve.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/063-FVE_AWW-Position-on-resistance-and-animal-welfare_final.pdf
https://www.fve.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/063-FVE_AWW-Position-on-resistance-and-animal-welfare_final.pdf
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RAWC workshop, 
January 2026

Responsible Pet Ownership event, 
November 2025

Parliamentary event on new EU 
Rules on Animal Transport: 

Challenges and Perspectives

DG SANTE meeting on Dog and Cats 
Regulation 2026



13,001
Veterinary 

professionals

25
European countries 30

European countries
12,397

Veterinary 
professionals

37
European countries
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2015

+ +
14,559

Veterinary 
professionals

2018 2023

+

Sponsored by 

FVE’s 4th

2026
Report will be 

publicly available in 
autumn

Every 2-3 years, FVE does a large scale survey of the 
veterinary profession to look at demographics, 

veterinary practices, role of veterinarians and future 
of veterinary medicine
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More than half of respondents were based in independent practices,
with a growing fifth in corporates

Q14 Which of the following best describes your current employment/sector in which you work? I work in…  Base: 10,594

54%

20%

11%

6%
3%

1%

6%

Current sector

+4% vs 
2023

Significantly lower/ higher @95% 
confidence level vs 2023



© Kynetec May 2026 | FVE Vet Survey 2026

77% (and growing) of respondents take care of 
companion animals, versus only 17% for cattle, 
10% for poultry and 9% for sheep
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Q14. Which of the following best describes your current employment? n=10,580 Q3. And how old are you? n=11,142  Q2. Are you? n=11,342 Q17 Out of all the cases you treat, what % are of 
each of the following species? N=10,434, showing species with >2%

31%

69%

Gender

Male Female

Worrying trend 

Significantly lower/ higher @95% 
confidence level vs 2023

Companion 
animals

Cattle Equine Sheep Exotics as 
family pets

Poultry Goats Swine

77%

17% 17% 15% 15% 10% 9% 9%

% treating each species
+6% vs 
2023

-6% vs 
2023

-4% vs 
2023

+6% vs 
2023

-3% vs 
2023

-3% vs 
2023



Thank you for your attention! 
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CONTACT US
Tel.: +32 2 533 70 20

E-mail: info@fve.org

Website: https://fve.org/

WHERE WE ARE
Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE)

Rue Victor Oudart 7 B-1030 Brussels

mailto:info@fve.org
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