Killing for
purposes other than slaughter

Carolyn Guy WOAH National Focal Points for Animal Welfare — Regional training
Scientific Officer, Animal Welfare workshop for/Europe, Budapest, Hungary 30 June — 2 July 2026

World Organisation Organizacion
Organisation mondiale Mundial
for Animal de la santé de Sanidad

Health animale Animal




Delegates
International Organisations
OIE Global Conferences

op\©

" Specialist |
 Commissions




@)) Title of presentation Chapter title Date

Timeline

JUNE FEBRUARY FEBRUARY FEBRUARY
Ad-hoc group starts work on Commission circulates  ~;mmission circulates draft chapter for Commission
7.6 and provides report draft articles 7.6.1 to comment (7.6.1 - 7.6.8 for 2™ time; circulates draft
SEPTEMBER 7.6.8 for comment 7.6.9 - 7.6.32 for the 1% time) chapter for
SEPTEMBER e PTEEE comment

Commission considers ad hoc group
report & revised draft chapter, gives
feedback and requests ad hoc
group to reconvene to finalise draft

Commission considers
comments, requests ad-
hoc group continue

Commission considers
comments, requests
ad-hoc group continue

SEPT/OCTOBER DECEMBER
Ad hoc group meeting Ad hoc group meeting
and report and report
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Ad hoc Group on the
revision of Chapter 7.6

Members of the Ad Hoc Group
* Antonio Velarde (Chair) - Spain

* Marien Gerritzen — The Netherlands
* Marcia del Campo Gigena - Uruguay

e (Cia L. Johnson — United States of
America

* (Craig Brian Johnson — New Zealand
* Awis Qurni Sazili - Malaysia

* Ester Alaez Pons - Belgium
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Scope Revised chapter includes killing of animals in circumstances other
than just disease control purposes (for example, natural or human-
made disasters, due to disease or injury, animal population control, or
economic reasons). Chapter title now: Animal Welfare at the time of
Killing for purposes other than slaughter.

The scope of the chapter was confirmed to cover the killing of all
domestic and captive wild mammals and birds, in any numbers from
individual to large scale killing, and for any purpose other than
slaughter.

The number of animals killed is situation-dependent.

Killing of reptiles, dog population management, and killing of animals
in research and education are covered by specific chapters.
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Killing methods —  \What animals is the method suitable for?
structure of articles

Description of the method and how it achieves killing (including if a
secondary killing method may be required)

1. Animal welfare concerns
* risks that may mean the animal experiences pain, fear or distress

2. Animal-based and other measures

* for example: immediate collapse, apnoea, absence of palpebral or corneal
reflex, fixed and dilated pupils, absence of heart beat

3. Recommendations

» for example: information about maintaining equipment, restraint, training,
when not to use, secondary killing methods

4. Species-specific recommendations
* for example, placement of devices in different species
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Structure

Articles 7.6.11 to 7.6.28 are structured
according to the number of animals killed.

® Articles 7.6.11 to 7.6.21 pertain to individual animals killed

manually when a human operator or operators are involved
(e.g. firearms, captive bolt, injection, bleeding, electrica
etc)

* Articles 7.6.22 to 7.6.28 pertain to automated large-scale
kKilling methods which involve automated procedures for
large-scale killing of many animals either sequentially or
simultaneously (e.g. maceration of DOC, modified
atmosphere — gas such as carbon dioxide, nitrogen).
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Killing methods

removed from Chapter © COMMission agreed with ad hoc group to remove article on

water-based foam, due to welfare concerns associated with its

use, similar to drowning

* Commission also deleted article on ventilation shutdown, due to
strong welfare concerns associated with the method.

* Recommendations for use of these methods were decided to be
not appropriate in WOAH standards.

* Addition of anaesthetics to feed or water was also removed due
to variables that impact effectiveness that are difficult to control,
for example palatability, reluctance to eat/drink especially when
Il or stressed, difficulty with monitoring consumption.
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Commenting The revised draft Chapter
7.6. ‘Animal welfare at the
time of killing for purposes
other than slaughter’ is
presented as Annex 27 of
the February TAHC
Commission report for
comments.

https://www.woah.org/en/document/terrestrial-animal-health-standards-commission report february-2026/



https://www.woah.org/en/document/terrestrial-animal-health-standards-commission_report_february-2026/
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