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Working together for better animal welfare INTERNATIONAL GOALTTION

FOR ANIMAL WELFARE

International Coalition for Animal Welfare

- Global Coalition of International Animal Welfare NGOs
~ % Established in 2001
MoU with WOAH

; 'rti Members active across all regions of the world
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i . - INTERMATIONAL COALITION
Working together for better animal welfare FOR ANIMAL WELFARE

ith expertise in:
Slaughter and killing for disease control pu
iAnimal transport
‘Farm’ animal welfare

orking animals;

Dog population management
imals in disasters
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Our objective:

Supporting the practical

Implementation of WOAH
animal welfare standards
worldwide
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Why implementation matters?

Standards themselves do not impro
welfare.

To achieve sustainable animal welfare |21/ 00
outcomes, the standards must be: , v' Accepted/owned

v" Implemented
v" Monitored
v Continuously updated
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Successful iﬂ":;]lEWE:FHE".IFE'-H INTERNATIONAL COALITION
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Successful implementation
requires:




How does ICFAW support the implementation of WOAH animal welfare standards?
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W Veterinary Services

Leadership
p:ialmntmls:
Enforcement of legislation

FOR ANIMAL WELFARE

Technical support

Practical expertise/

Field observations/veterinarians’ eyes in
the field

. Support in capacity building
@ Stakcholder dislogue
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WOAH-ICFAW pig welfare in Southeast Asia INTERNATIONAL mW

FOR ANIMAL WELFARE

impl entahnn of WOAH welfare standard
Chapters 7.6 and 7.13).

in organization and delwe
ollow-up activities are taking place this 2026 to

sustain implementation and knowledge sharing.
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From standards to practice: ICFAW Member Animals’ Angels supports implementation
of transport standards and legislation for better animal welfare during transport

Documents animal welfare conditions using standardized investigation protocols.

Analyses recurring welfare problems, compliance gaps and risk factors.
Reports findings to the competent veteninary authornties and enforcement bodies.

Engages with iransport companies and other stakeholders to promote comrective actions.

Provides evidence-based recommendations to improve transport practices.

Supports enforcement of animal welfare legisiation and WOAH standards.

Contributes field evidence to national and international policy discussions.

Develops training materials and delivers capacity-building for e.g. vet students, police, participation in
frainings for authorities (e.g.: BTSF).

Advocates for legislative, standard and practical improvements based on documented evidence.

Monitors progress through follow-up investigations and dialogue with authorities and stakeholders.
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_SQenano 1: National transports in the EU
) s § S SRS
. [}umestm transport repmsents majority of animal movements in the EU

- Limited systematic data available ~
- Domestic transport not covered by COMEXT or TRACES
~ ECAand EFSA highlighted important data gaps
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Animals’ Angels findings during field investigations:
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Fit for transport?
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In practice, short journeys are not low-risk!

Good planning, fit animals, proper handling, suitable vehicles, and effective enforcement are
essential to safeguard animal welfare from loading to unloading.

Animals’ Angels recommends:

O Strengthening official controls, particularly for domestic transport, where inspections are often limited
despite the large number of animals transported.

O Collecting and analysing transport data to identify recurring welfare problems and improve enforcement
and policy.

O Providing regular training for drivers, handlers, transporters and authorities on animal welfare
requirements.

O Enhancing exchange of best practices.
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Animals’ Angels’ findings from field investigations on animal transport

Scenario 2: Long cross border transports

WOAH Statement January 2026: Long-distance transport can represent serious risks due to

missing or incomplete health certificates, unclear customs rules, commercial disagreements,

and unexpected problems. These issues must be carefully planned for and managed from the start to
protect animal welfare.




Shortcomings in the route planning

Weather forecast not taken into account

Opening hours of BCPs not taken into

ICFAW

INTERMNATIIM AL COALTTION
FoiR-ANIMAL WELFARE

| Heat suffering

Long waiting times at borders
Additional delays

No unloading/no rest
Exhaustion
Prolonged thirst

Suffering

Delays at borders
Rejection at borders
Severe welfare issues
Ammal suffering/death
Killing of the animals
Financial losses
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Shortcomings in infrastructure
border/customs

Heat suffering
Long waiting times at borders

Additional delays
- Exhaustion
Prolonged thirst
Suffering

Unfit animals continue the journey
Transports continue the journey despite
conditions presenting high welfare nsks
Transports continue the journey despite
vehicle fittings presenting a risk for
weltare/safety

!

Shortcomings in the official controls




Shortcomings re. transpmt conditions
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Exhaustion

Rest deprivation

Trampling

Prolonged thirst/hunger
Ammonialrespiratory disorders
Suffering

Risk of injuries
Heat stress
Prolonged thirst
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Unfit animals

during the journey

necessary

No prospect that conditions will improve

Suffering, conditions worsening
Immediate assessment and action where
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InSighES from the field: June 2026 INTERNATIONAL COALITION
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Animals’ Angels recommendations FOR ANIMAL WELFARE

H Avoiding long-distance transport by promoting local slaughter and trade in'meat, carcasses, or genetic material instead
. of live animals.

If long-distance transport cannot be avoided, every foreseeable welfare risk must be prevented through proper
planning, infrastructure, monitoring, and effective enforcement of animal welfare standards and legisiation.
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Ensunng space sllowances
that allow all amimals to stand

naturafly, lie down
samnilansously, maintain
batance and hermoregulate
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