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@ THE WOAH AND ANIMAL WELFARE: A STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT

Resolution No. XIV from the 70th WOAH General
Session, 26 - 31 May 2002

* Animal welfare has been identified as a strategic ! l

priority for the WOAH since 2001, under the
mandate granted by all Members.

Resolution No. XXXI from 85th General Session, 21—
26 May 2017

* The WOAH Global Animal Welfare Strategy was
developed from lessons learned from actions
taken at national and regional level and aims to
be a source of ongoing guidance for the WOAH's
activities in this area, and it's based in four main
pillars.

VISION

A world where the welfare of animals is
respected, promoted and advanced, in ways that
complement the pursuit of animal health, human
well-being, socio-economic development and
environmental sustainability.
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@ WOAH STANDARD SETTING PROCESS
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CONCEPTS USED ON THE WOAH ANIMAL WELFARE STANDARDS
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@ WOAH STANDARDS ON ANIMAL WELFARE: 7
TERRESTRIAL CODE

SECTION 7. ANIMAL WELFARE
Chapter 7.1. Introduction to the recommendations for animal welfare (2004/2019)
Chapter 7.2. Transport of animals by sea (1998/2005)
Chapter 7.3. Transport of animals by land (1998/2005)
Chapter 7.4. Transport of animals by air (1982/2011)
Chapter 7.5. Animal welfare during slaughter (Slaughterof animals) (5005 /2024)
Chapter 7.6. Killing of animals for disease control purposes (2005/2016) e
Chapter 7.7. Dog population management (Stray dog population control) (2009/2022@ -
ANINIAL WELFARE Chapter 7.8. Use of animals in research and education (2010/2013)
e Chapter 7.9. Animal welfare and beef cattle production systems (2012/2013)

Chapter 7.10. Animal welfare and broiler chicken production systems (2013/2017)

Chapter 7.11. Animal welfare and dairy cattle production systems (2015/2017)
Chapter 7.12. Welfare of working equids (2016/2018)
Chapter 7.13. Animal welfare and pig production systems (2018/2019)

Chapter 7.14. Killing of reptiles for their skins, meat and other products (2019)



https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=titre_1.7.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_introduction.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_sea_transpt.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_land_transpt.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_air_transpt.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_slaughter.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_killing.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_stray_dog.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_research_education.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_beef_cattle.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_broiler_chicken.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_dairy_cattle.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_working_equids.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_pigs.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_reptiles.htm
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WOAH STANDARDS ON ANIMAL WELFARE:

DEVELOPMENT OF
ANIMAL WELFARE
STANDARDS

SECTION 7.

Chapter 7.1.

Chapter 7.2.

Chapter 7.3.

Chapter 7.4.

AQUATIC CODE

WELFARE OF FARMED FISH

Welfare aspects of stunning and killing of farmed fish for human consumption
(2010/2012)

Killing of farmed fish for disease control purposes (2012/2013)


https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=titre_1.7.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_welfare_introduction.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_welfare_transport_farm_fish.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_welfare_stunning_killing.htm
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_killing_farm_fish.htm

GAWS PILLARS ACTIVITIES

ANIMAL WELFARE STANDARDS UNDER REVIEW (TERRESTRIAL CODE) PRESENTED FOR

COMMENTS AND ADOPTION AFTER THE FEBRUARY 2026 CODE COMMISSION MEETING.

Chapter adopted during the 93" WOAH GS

J Article 7.5.30, Electrical water-bath stunning for poultry of Chapter 7.5.

DEVELOPMENT OF Animal welfare during slaughter
ANIMAL WELFARE

STANDARDS

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/development-of-animal-welfare-standards/



https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/development-of-animal-welfare-standards/

GAWS PILLARS ACTIVITIES

ANIMAL WELFARE STANDARDS UNDER REVIEW (TERRESTRIAL CODE) PRESENTED FOR

COMMENTS AFTER THE FEBRUARY 2026 CODE COMMISSION MEETING.

(d Chapters 7.2., 7.3. and 7.4. Transport of animals by sea, land and air.
o Annex 26. Chapter 7.2. Animal welfare during transport

DEVELOPMENT OF
ANIMAL WELFARE
STANDARDS

(d Chapter 7.6. Killing of animals for disease control purposes

o Annex 27. Chapter 7.6. Animal welfare at the time of killing for
purposes other than slaughter.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/development-of-animal-welfare-standards/



https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/development-of-animal-welfare-standards/

GAWS PI LLA RS ACTIVITI ES ' ‘ To bring together members of the

COMMUNICATION
WITH
GOVERNMENTS,
ORGANISATIONS
AND THE PUBLIC

- animal welfare research community,
* First WOAH AW Forum -March 2018. . g the global animal welfare movement

and the global animal-source food
sector to debate openly on topics
relevant to animal welfare

‘Supporting the implementation of WOAH standards’
* Second WOAH AW Forum - April 2019

‘Animal transport: a shared responsibility’

® Third WOAH AW Forum (Virtual) April - April 2021

‘Animal Welfare and the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals’

* Fourth WOAH AW Forum (Virtual) -October 2022.

‘Animal welfare economics’

* Fourth WOAH AW Forum (Virtual) -October 2023.

‘Developing national animal welfare legislation; different paths for the same destination’
* Sixth WOAH AW Forum (Merida, Mexico) - October 2024

‘How WOAH Global Animal Welfare Collaborating Centre Network can support Members in the development of animal
welfare policies”

* 7th WOAH Global Animal Welfare Forum, WOAH Headquarters, Paris, France, 13-14 November 2025

‘Regional Animal Welfare Strategies and Platforms (RAWS&P); A key tool for the implementation of WOAH animal welfare
standards’

* 8th WOAH Global Animal Welfare Forum, WOAH Headquarters, Paris, France, 8-9 December 2026 (TBC)
WOAH’s Global Animal Welfare Strategy update: From Evidence to Action

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/communication-with-stakeholders/



https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/communication-with-stakeholders/

GAWS PILLARS ACTIVITIES

* WOAH Training Portal (https://training.oie.int/ )

* Development of e-leaning modules.

* Chapter 7.14. Killing of Reptiles for their Skins, Meat and Other Products
(Finalised).

* Labelling process of Chapter 7.7. Dog population management (On going-

CAPACITY ICAM).

ng—gg:%g::"" e Ongoing work on Chapters 7.5. Animal welfare during slaughter (External
contractor); 7.6. Animal welfare at the time of killing and 7.13. Animal welfare
in pig production systems (University of Melbourne).

* Work plan of the Global Network of Animal Welfare Collaborating Centres,
presented to the Biological Standard Commission at their September 2025

meeting. The Commission acknowledged and encouraged this initiative.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/capacity-building-and-education/



https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/capacity-building-and-education/
https://training.oie.int/

GAWS PILLARS ACTIVITIES

* New Animal Welfare Collaborating Centres recommended
by the Biological Standard Commission for adoption at the
93" WOAH General Session in May 2026 .

* National School of Veterinary Medicine of Sidi Thabet, Ariana, Sidi Thabet,
TUNISIA.

* Contact Point: Dr Souilem Ouajdi.

CAPACITY
BUILDING AND * WOAH Collaborating Centre Animal Welfare and Sustainable Livestock Systems

EDUCATION

(Consortium- Chile, Mexico and Uruguay), Colombian corporation of
agricultural research (AGROSAVIA), Bogota D.C., COLOMBIA.

® Contact Point: Dr Fredy Garcia Castro

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/capacity-building-and-education/



https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/capacity-building-and-education/

GAWS PILLARS ACTIVITIES

Y * WOAH Observatory project

e Thematic study on animal transport by land and sea. 15t and 2"¢ Phase finished

* First phase — global survey by questionnaire: Factsheet on WOAH Website;
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/the-observatorys-
thematic-studies/#twelfare.

* Second phase; Interviews and focus groups, to identify success factors and barriers
to the implementation of WOAH standards related to animal welfare during
transport. Report and factsheet to be published soon.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/implementation-of-animal-welfare-standards-and-policies/



https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/implementation-of-animal-welfare-standards-and-policies/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/the-observatorys-thematic-studies/#welfare
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/

TECHNICAL ISO/TS
SPECIFICATION 34700

Animal welfare management —
rements and guidance for
in the food supply chain

Possible review

under
discussion
150 . ‘ Review of TSin 3
® years (2019)?
Implementation
of the TS (2017-
2018)

ISO Puﬂolishes Technical
Specification (TS)

(Dec 2016)



Thank you!
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12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France Facebook

T.+33(0)144 1519 49 Twitter

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87 Instagram
LinkedIn
YouTube

woah@woah.int

www.woah.org Flickr



https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/

