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Region (NUTS-2)
Herds Animals

1 Vardar 761 64.432
2 East 1361 73.470
3 Southwest 884 69.289
4 Southeast 936 42.831
5 Pelagonia 870 76.869
6 Polog 795 68.870
7 Northeast 1013 37.871
8 Skopje 575 27.149

TOTAL 7195 460.781
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Region (NUTS-2)
Total 

population 
1 Vardar 56
2 East 0
3 Southwest 56
4 Southeast 0
5 Pelagonia 33
6 Polog 344
7 Northeast /
8 Skopje 462

TOTAL 951



Peste des petits ruminants virus – 30 outbreaks Sheep pox and goat pox – 2132 outbreaks

Bluetongue virus – 586 outbreaks



High risk of disease introduction of PPR, SPGP, BT and new outbreaks of FMD in Cyprus
(FAST diseases high risk)



Current epidemiological situation with SPGP in Europe 2025 - 2026



Current epidemiological situation with SPGP in Western Balkan 2025 - 2026



Current epidemiological situation with SPGP in Western Balkan 2025 - 2026

Cases Greece Bulgaria Romania North Macedonia Serbia

Susceptible 408400 24968 7818 495 59

Cases 18472 2418 7818 18 14

Deaths 4678 93 276 13 1

Killed and Disposed of 382341 23328 7542 480 49

Slaughtered/ Killed for commercial 
use

0 0 0 0 0

Vaccinated 0 0 0 0 0

Outbreaks 1813 192 27 4 3



Current epidemiological situation with SPGP in neighboring countries 2025 - 2026

15 km from N. Macedonia 
– Greece border

110 km from N. 
Macedonia – Bulgaria 
border

280 km from N. 
Macedonia – Serbia 
border



Passive surveillance activities for FMD, PPR, SPGP, BT and ORV in 2025 

Disease Species
Total farms 
tested

Total animals
tested

Total positive 
farms

Total positive 
animals

BT Sheep and goat 50 248 42 113

PPR Sheep and goat 45 174 0 0

SPGP Sheep and goat 29 109 0 0

ORF Sheep and goat 1 9 0 0

FMD Sheep and goat 1 4 0 0

Surveillance in wild animals in 2025: Two roe deer from two different hunting grounds were tested for lumpy skin disease and one deer
from another hunting ground was tested for lumpy skin disease and bluetongue virus. All samples obtained negative results. Three
samples from wild goats for bluetongue, peste des petits ruminants, sheep pox and goat pox, and foot-and-mouth disease were also with
negative results.

Passive surveillance activities for FMD, PPR, SPGP, BT and ORV in 2026 

Disease Species
Total farms 
tested

Total animals
tested

Total positive 
farms

Total positive 
animals

BT Sheep and goat 3 7 0 0

PPR Sheep and goat 1 2 0 0

SPGP Sheep and goat 9 720 4 18

ORF Sheep and goat 0 0 0 0

FMD Sheep and goat 0 0 0 0



First occurrence of sheep pox and goat pox in Republic of 
North Macedonia, January 2026

• First clinical symptoms reported to official veterinarian - 21th of January

• Official veterinarian report initially suspicion for PPR due to unfordable situation in the neighboring country
and differential diagnosis for FMD, BT and SPGP in one sheep herd.

• Taken samples (nasal swabs and blood) on 23th January

• On 23 January official veterinarian issued Decision with restrictive measures in the susception farm

• Confirmation of the disease by the National Institute for veterinary and food on 27 January 2026

• On 29th January 2026 reported first occurrence of SPGP in backyard establishment in Kumanovo
(Northeast Region)

• Possible introduction by illegal trade of animals with unknown health status or introduction by humans
(illegal traders of animals buying animals from the holdings for religious festivities in other parts of the
country)



Implemented control and restrictive measures
- Adoption of decision imposing control and restrictive measures
- Zoning (restricted zone):

- Protection Zone: 3 km
- Surveillance Zone: 10km

- Stamping out: Culling of all animals in affected establishments with approved VMPs.
- Safe disposal: Burial of carcasses, feed and by – products from the farms locality in the surroundings of the

village.
- Control of animal movements: Application of movement restrictions within the zones, as described in

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687. All other movements are permitted only by animal – health
certificate for slaughter proposes to slaughterhouses and clinical examination before dispatch and examination of
carcasses after slaughter.

- Cleansing and disinfection: Cleaning and disinfection of holdings.
- Biosecurity measures: Implementation of enhanced biosecurity measures in holdings in the restricted zones.
- Surveillance of all animals in the protection and surveillance zones.
- Clinical examination of animals and census in the protection and surveillance zones.
- In case of suspicion of disease, clinical examination and sampling of all animals should be taken in place. Animal

visits with clinical examination to the affected area was completed.
- Ban of live stock markets, exhibitions and ban of movement of animals between establishments.
- Inspections for illegal movement with Ministry of internal affairs



Current epidemiological situation with SPGP in North Macedonia 2025 - 2026

Primary outbreak
27.01.2026

Secondary outbreak
02.02.2026

Secondary outbreak
30.01.2026

Secondary outbreak
24.02.2026



Spatial Distribution of Primary and Secondary Outbreaks within the Established Protection Zone 
(3 km), with No Outbreaks Detected in the Surveillance Zone (3–10 km)

Primary outbreak
27.01.2026

Secondary outbreak
02.02.2026

Secondary outbreak
30.01.2026

PROTECTION 
ZONE (3km)

SURVEILLANCE 
ZONE (10km)

Secondary outbreak
24.02.2026



Primary + Secondary SPGP outbreaks

Date of laboratory 
confirmation – PCR method

No of killed animals Date of stamping out

27.01.2026 65 29.01.2026

30.01.2026 22 (21 +1) 06.02.2026

02.02.2026 39 (37+2) 06.02.2026

24.02.2026 364 (354 + 10) 27.02.2026



Epi-information
• Traditional farming systems (Backyard holding.

• Limited biosecurity

• Information reported to the local DVM by the owner due to
death of lambs (PPR negative in December)

• Clinical signs including fever, oral and nasal discharge,
reduced milk production, difficulty breathing and without
skin nodules/lessions were observed



KILLING METHODS AND SAFE DISPOSAL OF ANIMALS



DISPOSAL OF KILLED ANIMALS, DISINFECTION AND BURIAL PLACE



DISINFECTION

Disinfection after mechanically removal of animal waste and feed has
been carried out. Due to weather conditions, additional disinfection on
the farm will be implemented.



Awareness campaigns

- Meetings with the expert group for SPGP and
PPR.

- Posters and leaflets for PPR and SPGP on
Macedonian and Albanian languages shared
with stakeholders;

- Set of guidelines for the safely collection,
packaging, labelling and dispatch of samples
to the lab accessible on the FVA website –
two pages guidelines will be printed and
distributed to the PVPs and OVs;

- Online page for responsible farmer (ADEWB
II project) including awareness information
for PPR, SPGP, LSD and other diseases in
other animals;

- Awareness campaigns in the regions near the
borders with Bulgaria, Albania and Greece

- Active participation as observer in the South-
Eastern Europe and THRACE Programme
and GF-TADs in the future for better
exchange of information and presentation on
the current epidemiological situation in North
Macedonia.

https://www.adewb.eu/responsiblefarmer/index-mk.html


EU VET EXPERT MISSION – Skopje, 02.02 –
03.02.2026 

- The EUVET clearly recognise and highly acknowledge the
dedication and professionalism of the official veterinarians
and private veterinary practitioners involved in the SPGP
control and the FVA as a whole. Efforts and resources have
been invested for surveillance, outbreak management,
trainings, and awareness campaigns.

- Clinical surveillance in the PZ and SZ must be reinforced. All
farms should be visited to ensure that no more outbreaks are
present. Sampling and testing of animals showing clinical
signs must be priority.

- Disease awareness actions among the farmers, veterinarians
and all other workers.

- Cleaning and disinfection in the outbreaks after the primary
disinfection.

- Repopulation of establishments, lifting the restrictions and
disease awareness actions.

- Vaccination as possibility in the region (combined strategy —
vaccination, early detection, rapid culling, and movement
restrictions, offers the fastest and most reliable path to SPGP
elimination)



Thank you for your attention


