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MANUALSCODES

Standards to improve animal health and welfare
and veterinary public health

The WOAH International Standards



PVS Pathway:  Tools to support safe 
trade 

Section 3 of Codes

Quality of Veterinary Services / 

Aquatic Animal Health Services



#WOAHGS

PVS 
Tools:
 
providi
ng 
sound 
evidenc
e of the 
quality 
of its 
Veterin
ary 
Service
s

Terrestria
l Tool

Aquatic 
Tool

Contains Critical 

Competencies, or 

indicators of 

Animal Health 

System capacity



5https://pvs.wo
ah.org



Terrestria
l Tool

Aquatic 
Tool



PVS Evaluation Reports are an 
essential tool to support 

understanding between trading 
partners

©WOAH 2025: PVS Pathway Reports



The PVS 
Pathway is 
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Monitoring 
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Evaluation 
Framework, 
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building 
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, and a tool 
to support 
informed 
action & 
accountabili
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Monitoring 

Cycle



Support understanding between trading 
partners

• Developed by independent certified experts

• Gives trading partners access to valuable information and background, 

contextual information on Veterinary Services capacity and quality

• Simplifies communications

• Avoids frequent misuse of resources, in both importing and exporting 

countries

• Demonstrates transparency

• Promotes animal health and public health worldwide

• Gains trust of partners and the international community
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No need to ask for an 
account!

Delegates and Focal 
Points already have 
accounts

All you need to do is 
connect directly at 
pvs.woah.org

Using PVS IS to support 
understanding between trading 
partners

https://pvs.wo
ah.org

Your role will appear in the top right-hand corner (dept name or RR/SRR)
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PVS IS Current Features

Search for & Request 

PVS Reports
Analysis: 

Dashboards & 
Summaries

WOAH PVSIS

https://pvs.woah.org/portal/powerbi-list/1?group_name=Admin&group_id=1
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• Level 1 Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

No capacity

Some capacity

Minimal capacity

Good capacity

Excellent capacity

Indicators for Animal 
Health Systems’ capacity 

c
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17Levels of Advancement are the first stop to understanding capacity in each area

In each Critical Competency Section (45):

• The ‘Level of Advancement’ section provides a 

high-level indication of capacity 

• The ‘Findings’ section describes the evidence 

presented the justifies the Level of 

Advancement assigned 
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SAFE TRADE CRITICAL COMPETENCIES 
ESSENTIAL (LOA=<3)

MEMBERS WHO 
UNDERWENT PVS 

EVALUATION

GLOBAL EUROPE 
(n=13)

III.2 Members’ VS hold formal consultations with non-government stakeholders, usually 
represented by industry groups or associations. 

83% 76%

IV-1A Members have Veterinary legislation that covers most fields of the veterinary domain, 
including those fields under other Competent Authorities. The VS have the authority and 
capability to develop and update national veterinary legislation, including via consultation 
with stakeholders.

81% 90%

IV-1B Members have the capability and authority to implement Veterinary legislation through a 
programme of communication and awareness raising and through formal, documented 
compliance and inspection activities. 

67% 76%

IV-2 Members’ VS monitor the establishment of new and revised international standards and 
periodically review national veterinary legislation and sanitary measures in response.

80% 86%

IV-4 Members’ VS have implemented equivalence and other types of sanitary agreements with 
trading partners on selected animals, animal products and processes. 

73% 79%

IV-5 Members’ VS notify in compliance with the procedures established by these organisations 86% 86%

©WOAH 2025: PVS Information System Insights





SAFE TRADE CRITICAL COMPETENCIES
(LOA=<3)

MEMBERS WHO 
UNDERWENT PVS 

EVALUATION

GLOBAL EUROPE

II.4
A

VS have some passive surveillance capacity with some sample collection and laboratory testing. 
There is a list of notifiable diseases with trained field staff covering most areas. The speed of 
reporting and investigation is timely in most production systems. Disease outbreak investigation 
reports are available for most species and diseases.

78% 71%

II.4
B

VS conduct active surveillance using scientific principles and WOAH standards for some diseases, 
infections or hazards, but it is not representative of the susceptible populations and/or is not 
updated regularly. The results are analysed and reported to stakeholders.

71% 81%

II.5 VS have the legal framework and financial support to respond rapidly to sanitary emergency 
threats, but the response is not well coordinated through an effective chain of command. They 
have national emergency management plans for some exotic diseases, but they are not 
updated/tested.

78% 86%

II.6 Members implement prevention, control or eradication programmes for some priority diseases, 
with variable epidemiological, risk-based planning and evaluation of efficacy and efficiency.

79% 80%

II.7
A

Regulation, authorisation and inspection of relevant establishments and processes are 
undertaken in conformity with international standards in large premises supplying major cities 
and/or the national market.

62% 80%

©WOAH 2025: PVS Information System Insights



SAFE TRADE CRITICAL COMPETENCIES 
ESSENTIAL (LOA=<3)

MEMBERS WHO 
UNDERWENT PVS 

EVALUATION

GLOBAL EUROPE

II.1
2A

S implement a system for animal identification, traceability and movement control for 
specific animal sub-populations (e.g. for export, at borders, specified zones or markets) 
as required for traceability and/or disease control, in accordance with international 
standards.

63% 81%

II.1
2B

VS have implemented procedures to identify and trace some products of animal origin, 
in coordination with Competent Authorities, for food safety, animal health and trade 
purposes, in accordance with international standards.

51% 67%

IV.3 The VS develop and carry out certification for certain animals, animal products, 
services and processes for export under their mandate in compliance with 
international standards.

81% 86%

IV.6 The VS are implementing biosecurity and sanitary measures with the intention of 
establishing a disease free zone for selected animals and animal products.

40% 72%

IV.7 The VS, working in close partnership with interested stakeholders, ensure that planned 
biosecurity measures to be implemented will enable the establishment and 
maintenance of disease free compartments for selected animals and animal products.

33% 40%

©WOAH 2025: PVS Information System Insights





SAFE TRADE CRITICAL COMPETENCIES 
ESSENTIAL (LOA=<3)

MEMBERS WHO 
UNDERWENT PVS 

EVALUATION

GLOBAL EUROPE

II.2 The VS compile and maintain data and have the policy and capability to carry out risk 
analysis, incorporating epidemiological principles. The majority of risk management 
and risk communication measures are based on risk assessment.

45% 57%

II.3 The VS can establish and apply quarantine and border security procedures based on 
import protocols and international standards at all official entry points via border 
posts, but the procedures do not systematically address illegal activities12 relating to 
the import of animals, animal products and veterinary products.

78% 86%

IV.
2

The VS monitor the establishment of new and revised international standards and 
periodically review national veterinary legislation and sanitary measures in response.

86% 86%

IV.
4

The VS have implemented equivalence and other types of sanitary agreements with 
trading partners on selected animals, animal products and processes. 

79% 72%

IV.
5

The VS notify in compliance with the procedures established by these organisations 86% 40%

©WOAH 2025: PVS Information System Insights



Recommendations, strengths and weaknesses are critical contextual 
information 

In each Critical Competency Section (45):

• The ‘Strengths’ and ‘Weaknesses’ sections can: 

• Give an idea of where you are now in each 

domain

• Help you to understand what to maintain and 

what to improve

• The ‘Recommendations’ section can: 

• Give an idea of actions or directions that 

can be taken to improve capacity

• When looked at together, inform on the main 

strategic areas



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.org

www.woah.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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