
Tools for rabies control 

programmes

Rachel Tidman December 2025

Science Department

r.tidman@woah.org

mailto:r.tidman@woah.org


2

1. ‘Zero by 30: the Global Strategic Plan to 

end human deaths from dog-mediated 

rabies’ – country centric

2. United Against Rabies Forum

• Hosted by WOAH, on behalf of FAO, WHO, 
WOAH

• Network of 90+ organisations from 38 
countries

• www.unitedagainstrabies.org

3. Lots of tools and resources available

Global Context

http://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/
http://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/
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1. Provides a framework with clear activities, roles 

and responsibilities

2. Brings together key stakeholders to contribute to 

rabies control in the country

3. Testifies government commitment to progressing 

toward Zero by 30

Supporting National Strategic Plans



4Mapping and connecting stakeholders



5Communication, education, and advocacy



6Improving surveillance

1. WOAH Terrestrial Code and Manual

2. WOAH Rabies Reference 

Laboratories for Rabies – RABLAB 

3. Minimum Data Elements

• Compiles recommended data countries 
should collect across animal and human 
health

4. Guidance on use of lateral flow 

devices

• Upcoming webinar Wednesday 10 
December 2025



7Scaling up dog vaccination
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• Catalyst for countries to design and implement 

national rabies elimination strategies – voluntary 

mechanism for WOAH Members

• Facilitates rapid access to high-quality dog 

vaccines for a fixed low cost

• 2 suppliers selected through international calls for 

tender

• Purchased through:

• National budget

• Third parties working closely with countries to 
implement rabies control and elimination activities

• Donors/investors

WOAH Vaccine Bank



9Monitoring progress towards ‘Zero by 30’
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• Stepwise Approach to Rabies Elimination (SARE)

• Can help develop or revise national strategy and work 
plan, and demonstrate progress through repeat 
assessments

• WOAH Endorsement

• Countries with a robust, One-Health control strategy in 
place for rabies control. 

• WHO Validation

• Countries with zero human deaths from dog-mediated 
rabies for at least 24 months.

• WOAH Self-declaration

• Countries free of dog-mediated rabies

Monitoring progress towards ‘Zero by 30’



12WOAH Endorsement

Signifies: 

1. Strong partnership with and support of national 

public health authorities in control of zoonotic 

diseases

2. Contribution to ‘Zero by 30’

3. Commitment to the One Health approach

4. 4 countries achieved so far (Philippines, 

Namibia, Tanzania, Zambia); more expected in 

2026
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Timeline

• Submission of dossier to WOAH Status 

Department – early August 2026

• Review of dossier by Ad hoc group, and 

recommendation to Scientific Commission for 

Animal Disease (SCAD) – October 2026

• Review of dossier by SCAD, and 

recommendation to General Assembly – 

February 2027

• Approval by General Assembly – May 2027

How to apply for endorsement
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Guidance documents

• Questionnaire to compile 

documented evidence of 

compliance with requirements

• Guidance document on application

• Standard operating procedures

• Form for annual reconfirmation

• www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#

ui-id-2 

What needs to be included? 

http://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2
http://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2
http://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2
http://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2
http://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2
http://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2
http://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2
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1. Lots of tools and resources available

2. We are here to help, and connect you with 

others that can help

3. Have you got tools, resources, or 

experiences to share?

4. Is your country eligible to apply for a 

specific milestone? 

Key Messages



Thank you!

Questions?

Dr Rachel Tidman Almaty, Kazakhstan
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