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Veterinarians know, care and contribute 2

• UEVP (Practitioners)
• UEVH (Hygienists – Public Health Officers)
• EASVO (Veterinary State Officers)
• EVERI (Education, Research, Industry)

46 national associations
38 European countries 
4 Sections 
  

 

THE FEDERATION OF VETERINARIANS OF EUROPE

FVE’s mission
The European veterinary profession, represented by FVE, 
is a science-led healthcare profession of over 330,000 
veterinarians. We champion animal health and welfare, 
public health, safe food, and sustainable livelihoods.

As One Health–One Welfare leaders, veterinarians protect 
animals, people, and the environment for a healthier 
tomorrow.



Animal transport = important FVE agenda point for decades

Lead the developed multi-stakeholder fitness for transport guides

Core group of Animal Transport Guides Project diseases

Multiple FVE positions, background documents on animal transport

Research: EFSA transport opinions, Commission transport subgroup, etc

https://fve.org/?s=transport
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/infographics/animal-welfare-during-transport-free-moving-animals
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-welfare/eu-platform-and-expert-group/thematic-sub-groups/animal-transport_en


1. Multi-stakeholder fitness for animal transport guidelines

ANNEX I

TECHNICAL RULES

CHAPTER I

FITNESS FOR TRANSPORT

'No person shall transport animals or cause animals to be 
transported in a way likely to cause injury or undue suffering 
to them.’ 

Council Regulation EC 1/2005 Article 3



For Pigs For Adult Cattle
For Horses

Available in all EU languages



https://fve.org/publications/guidance-for-better-animal-welfare-during-transport/

https://uecbv.eu/en/by-topics/



2. Animal Transport Guides Project

Financed by European 
Commission 



• To develop Guides to Good and Better Practice to support the 

clarification of parts of the Regulation e.g. ‘sufficient’ amount

• The species are: Cattle - Horses – Poultry – Pigs – Sheep

• To reach a large number of transport companies, drivers, competent 

authorities, farmers, NGO’s and veterinarians

The aim



The Guides



The Guides



Good practices = legislation

99. Birds should not be caught and carried by the neck and 
should not hit any object whilst they are carried.

Better practices = beyond legislation

118. End-of-lay hens should be caught individually by both legs 
to avoid injury or suffering and the breast can be supported by 
the other hand. 

Good vs Better



17 Fact sheets



Driver factsheet



The 5 guides and the 17 factsheets 
are available on the European 
Commission website: 

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/
animal-welfare/animal-welfare-
during-transport/animal-
transport-guides_en

(extra languages are available upon request)
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3. FVE Positions & Resources on Transporting Animal: check out 
https://fve.org/?s=transport

https://fve.org/?s=transport


Measuring is essential for improvement: need to define indicators

• Animal-based indicators are the gold standard, but they can be challenging to collect

• Welfare indicators should be among others:
• Reliable
• Feasible
• Standardised
• Sensitive

• Examples of potential welfare indicators for transport
• Proportion of animals transported within vs. outside their thermal comfort zone
• Mortality, injury, or morbidity rates during transport and on arrival
• Ratio of controls in CoO, CoD, CoT (animal welfare, administrative, vehicle-related)
• Proportion of animals transported for slaughter on short vs. long journeys
• Proportion of consignments with verified compliance at destination
• Ratio of sufficient two-way communication for all exports and non-compliances
• Ratio of journeys that followed journey plan (e.g. outside journey times, weather forecast, other )



Take home Messages 

Animal transport is a necessary part of agriculture.
But animals are living, sentient beings entrusted to our care.
They can feel fear, pain, and distress.
They depend entirely on us.

Good transport is an act of responsibility, compassion, and professional integrity.
We owe them care, competence, and respect at every step of the journey.

We have the knowledge, the tools, and the guidance to do this well.
For cross-border transport, collaboration and communication are essential.
And this platform — and this meeting — is a powerful example of that shared 
commitment.



CONTACT US

E-mail: info@fve.org

Website: https://fve.org/

WHERE WE ARE

Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE)

Rue Victor Oudart 7, 1030 Brussels
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