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• In cooperation with the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institute (FLI), 
Germany, the Swiss Federal Food Safety and Veterinary 
Office (FSVO) publishes information on the animal disease 
situation abroad and assesses the risks for Switzerland in 
its Radar Bulletin. 

• Lumpy skin disease (LSD) is one of the diseases whose 
development the FSVO is closely monitoring in this 
context. 

• Nevertheless, France's report on June 29, 2025, that a case 
of LSD had occurred 35 km from the Swiss border came as 
a great surprise at this very moment. 

• It was evident, that we dealt with a cross-border 
epidemiological event requiring very close coordination 
with France.

Background
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Initial situation
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• The FSVO immediately set up a crisis team 

• The cantonal veterinary authorities and stakeholders such as farmer unions, breeding organizations, 
veterinary practitioners, meat and milk producers and processors were immediately informed 

• A 50 km surveillance zone has been established around the French LSD outbreaks, which also 
includes areas of Switzerland. 

• Initially, this only affected the canton of Geneva. Due to further cases in France, the zone was 
extended twice to parts of the canton of Vaud and to some southwestern municipalities in the 
canton of Valais. 

• Measures in the surveillance zone comprised 

− clinical monitoring of all farms with susceptible species

− sampling and laboratory analysis in the event of clinically abnormal findings

− movement restrictions, and 

− proper handling of animal by-products. 

First steps
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Two zone extensions (July 25 and September 7)

Situation as of September 14
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• Aligned with France, the SFVO also decided to vaccinate and to designate a vaccination zone II, which 
was identical to the surveillance zone. 

• Procurement of the vaccine was initiated immediately. In collaboration with the Swiss Reference 
Laboratory, the Institute of Virology and Immunology, and the competent regulatory authority, the 
MSD vaccine Bovilis Lumpyvax-E was identified as the best available option. 

• An initial batch of 2,500 doses was delivered on July 18, with a reserve of a further 300,000 doses to 
follow at the end of July. 

• Switzerland has also received 2,500 doses of OBP vaccine, supplied from the European vaccine bank. 

Vaccination

• Vaccination started on July 19 in the cantons of Geneva and Vaud 
and on July 26 in the canton of Valais. A total of approximately 
1,200, 2,000, and 2,500 animals were vaccinated in Geneva, Vaud 
and Valais. In all cantons, the vaccination of animals in the zone was 
completed within 2 weeks, also in the case of zone expansions. 

• Neethling responses were recorded in two animals, originating from 
two different farms in the canton of Geneva.
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• A general ruling was issued to approve the import and use of these vaccines, which have no formal 
market authorization in Switzerland. 

• An emergency ordinance was issued for the measures in the surveillance and vaccination zone, 
based on Swiss and EU law, such as EU 2016/429, EU 2020/687, and EU 2023/361. 

• The European Commission was timely and regularly informed about all measures implemented in 
Switzerland in the form of “Info Notes”. 

• The FSVO also submitted a formal vaccination plan. 

• All measures implemented by Switzerland were in line with the Swiss and European regulations

Regulatory Measures
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• Throughout the entire incident, there was very close transboundary cooperation with the local and 
national French veterinary authorities. This is essential in a transboundary epidemiologic event. The 
FSVO would like to express its deepest gratitude to the French authorities.

• Media interest was huge and took up a lot of time. 

• The same was true for managing stakeholders and well-intentioned interventions of Stakeholders 
and members of Parliament. 

• Another challenge is summer grazing, where many animals that have their home farms outside the 
zone are kept during the summer. Furthermore, there is traditional summer grazing of Swiss animals 
in the affected French departments of Savoie, Haute-Savoie, Ain, and Jura. Taking these animals 
back in the fall is a challenge. For climatic reasons and due to lack of feed, the animals cannot be left 
on the alpine pastures. 

• In times of increasing threats from animal diseases, certain traditional farming practices need to be 
reconsidered.

Learnings
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• The LSD outbreak in France has clearly demonstrated the importance of rapid action and cross-
border cooperation

• The collaboration with the cantonal (local) veterinary authorities went well

• All animals in the zone were quickly vaccinated

• Vaccination was well accepted by the farmers

• A close dialogue with all stakeholders is key

• The Swiss veterinary service has reacted fast and implemented the necessary measures according 
to Swiss and European regulations

• Switzerland has no cases of Lumpy Skin Disease yet (as of September 14, 2025)

• The FSVO would like to express its deepest gratitude to the French authorities and to the Swiss 
cantonal veterinary authorities

Conclusions



THANK YOU
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