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Republic of Albania is a small
Southeastern European country
located in the Western Balkans,
with a diverse landscape ranging
from coastal zones along the
Adriatic and Ionian seas to
mountainous inland regions. It
has a surface area of 28,748

km?.
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It shares land borders with
Montenegro to the northwest,
Kosovo to the northeast, North
Macedonia to the east, and
Greece to the south and
southeast. It also has a long
western coastline along the
Adriatic Sea, and a
southwestern coastline along the

Tonian Sea.

PPT Title

Click to edit meeting date, place and date



Data for small ruminants

_~The total population of small ruminants in Albania is 1,879,959. Population of goats is 625,965 and the population of sheep is 1 253 994
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Data for small ruminants

Structure of herds in %

3.87

2.12

3.39_\_

m Heards with 1- 19 heads ®m Heards with20-49 heads
® Heards with 50- 69 heads Heards with 70-99 heads
m Heards with 100-299 heads m Heards withmore than 300 heads
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Legal framework

' ° Law No. 10 465, dated on 29.09.2011 “On Veterinary Service in Republic of
" Albania”, as amended;

* Order of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development No. 802, dated on
9.10.2024 “On the approval of contingency plan for Peste des petits ruminants
(PPR)”;

PPR Contingency Plan — Overview
* Approximated with EU Regulation 2020/687
« Key element for the prevention and control of emergency PPR cases

The Plan Defines:

* Procedure in case of suspicion or confirmation of PPR;

* Description of veterinary structures involved in implementing control and eradication
measures;

« Competencies, responsibilities, and roles of different actors in the treatment of the
disease.

Objectives and Purpose of the Plan:

* Enable efficient and effective implementation of protective and control measures for
goat and sheep populations;

* Enable rapid assessment to limit the impact;

* Eliminate the risk of introduction and spread of the virus.

Pasqyra e léndés
PLANI I KONTIGJENCES PER SEMUNDJEN E MURTAJES SE RUMINATEVE TE VEGIEL
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Confirmed cases in the Republic of Albania

_First confirmed outbreak:
Date: 4 June 2025
‘Location: Domen Village, Shkodér Distric

Second confirmed outbreak:
Date: 5 June 2025
Location: Vrenjt Village, Dibér District

Third confirmed outbreak:
Date: 9 June 2025
Location: Val Village, Bulqizé District

Fourth confirmed outbreak:
Date: 11 June 2025
Location: Polen Village, Skrapar District

Fifth confirmed outbreak:

Date: 12 June 2025
Location: Shyec Village, Devoll District

Sixth confirmed outbreak:
Date: 13 June 2025
Location: Zall Bastar, Tirana District

Seventh confirmed outbreak:
Date: 18 June 2025
Location: Trush, Shkodra District

Eighth confirmed outbreak:
Date: 20 June 2025
Location: Sukth Vendas, Kruja District

Ninth confirmed outbreak:
Date: 24 June 2025
Location: Libonik, Korca District

Tenth confirmed outbreak:
Date: 25 June 2025
Location: Shkrel, Malési ¢ Madhe District

Eleventh confirmed outbreak:
Date: 30 June 2025
Location: Labinot Mal, Elbasan District

Twelfth confirmed outbreak:
Date: 28 July 2025
Location: Belorta, Korca District
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First confirmed case

/ * First confirmed case: Domen Village, Shkodér (4.6.2025)

* No. of affected animals: 18 goats;

e Died animals: 2 goats

TROFOJE

» Killed animals: 16 goats

* Clinical signs: Stomatitis, Anorexia
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Measures Taken for the First PPR Case:

Disease reported in the ADIS System (Animal Disease Information System) on 5.6.2025

Ministerial Order No. 562, dated 04.06.2025:
*Establishment of the National Crisis Center for PPR;
*|ldentification of villages within affected zones;
*Definition of a 3 km Protection Zone and a 10 km Surveillance Zone around the infection area;

Ministerial Order No. 561, dated 04.06.2025: g
*Introduction of restrictive measures for prevention and control

Operational and Control Actions

*Establishment of 7 working groups to manage the outbreak;

*Actions carried out in accordance with official control protocols;

*Elimination and safe disposal of 16 infected goats at a rendering plant;

*Complete disinfection of the affected farm, in line with biosecurity protocols; s/ e=e=iil.,
eInstitutional announcements issued to inform stakeholders;

*Collection of 13 samples (blood, crusts, organs) for laboratory testing;

*All farmers in the affected zone informed about preventive measures and economic risks of the disease;

*Daily farm monitoring initiated in the protection and surveillance zones.
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Activities in the Protection Zone

Disposal and burial of diseased animals and carcasses, waste, feed, manure, etc., at the farm level,

Clinical examination of all small ruminant farms by authorized veterinary experts who keep a record of the inspections performed and the data collected;
Collection of samples for laboratory testing in accordance with the PPR disease diagnostic manual, to test for potential viral spread in animals from farms
located within the protection zone;

Daily clinical examinations and sample collection from susceptible species on non-affected small ruminant farms;

Small ruminants must be kept in enclosed buildings that meet their health management requirements, isolated from other animals on the farm, with restricted
contact with other animals;

Immediate burial of animal carcasses;

Cleaning and disinfection of vehicles and equipment;

Prohibition of the movement of animals and other livestock species within the farm,;

Any increase in morbidity, mortality, or drop in production must be reported to the official veterinarian, who will collect samples for laboratory testing in
accordance with the diagnostic manual;

People may enter or exit the farm only if biosecurity measures are followed;

Farm owners must keep a record of all entries and exits of persons from the farm, and present this information to the Regional Veterinary Service upon request;
Animal shows, fairs, markets, or other gatherings are also prohibited;

Quarantine measures must remain in force for at least 31 days after the removal of small ruminants from the affected farm, following the completion of

cleaning, disinfection procedures, and receipt of negative laboratory test results.
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Activities in the Surveillance Zone

» Re-inventory of small ruminant farms and weekly clinical examinations on all farms within the surveillance zone;

» Control over the movement of animals;

» Inspection of farm record books;

» Disinfection and rodent control in farms and in habitats of biological carriers;

» Collection of blood samples from susceptible animals for serological testing and submission to the diagnostic laboratory
at ISUV (Institute of Food Safety and Veterinary);

» Health monitoring of small ruminants, diagnostic hunting where applicable, and submission of materials for diagnostic
examination;

» Prohibition of animal movement out of the zone during the first 15 days from the onset of the disease, except in cases of
direct slaughter at an abattoir approved by the Minister, located outside the zone;

» Transit movement of small ruminants by road or rail is allowed only with authorization from the official veterinarian;

» Organization of fairs, markets, exhibitions, and other events involving animals is prohibited within this zone;

» The duration of restrictions in the surveillance zone shall be no less than 30 days from the closure of the outbreak,
completion of cleaning and disinfection, and confirmation of negative laboratory test results.
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Measures for PPR Prevention and Control in the whole country

*Awareness campaigns intensified for:
* Farmers
* Animal transporters
* Private veterinarians
* State veterinary services

*Prohibition of trade of small ruminants in live
animal markets, fairs, and gatherings;

*Prohibition of movement of small ruminants
and other farmed species on affected farms;

Intensified surveillance of small ruminant *Increased veterinary controls on small
populations; ruminant farms and live animal markets across
Albania

*Strengthening of biosecurity measures in

11 inant f: :
Small ruminant farms, *Testing with RT-PCR every farm in the

*Small ruminants must be: restricted zones 3 km for every outbreak.
Isolated from other animals on the farm Testing will be carried out 3 times every 10
*Contact with other species must be days.

limited

*For each new outbreak, a Ministerial Order is issued establishing 3 km Protection
and 10 km Surveillance Zones around the infection site.
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Current Situation in Republic of Albania

Epidemiological data:
» Number of total farms monitored: 8,355;
» Number of heads monitored: 1,039,858;
» Up to now there are in total 12 primary outbreak and 6 secondary outbreak;
» In these outbreaks the total number of susceptible animals is 2,165;
» Animals that have died is 121 heads;
» The number of killed animals is 2,044 heads;
» The number of disposed animals is 2,165 heads;

» The mortality within the farms goes from 0 up to 33%.
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Daily Incidence of Disease Outbreaks
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Surveillance Activities in the Protection Zone

4 >
» Monitoring for Clinical Signs in animals three times every 10 days;
» Testing with RT-PCR every farm in the restricted zones, 6 animals per farm in
three times;
» Re-inventory of small ruminant farms and system updates;
» 1in total 1587 samples has been tested in 278 farms,
PPT Title Click to edit meeting date, place and date
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Surveillance Activities outside the Protected Zone

Active surveillance carried out

Monitoring for Clinical Signs in animals

Re-inventory of small ruminant farms and system
updates;

Is planned to be monitored approximately 708 farms, in
total 10,213 samples;

region will be monitored 59 Farms with small ruminants;

For each region, the sampling size to be collected in the
surveillance zones has been calculated individually for

each region, assuming an expected prevalence of 5% at
the farm level and 10% at the animal level;

Small ruminants monitored in the whole country is
approximate 1,042,610 sheep and goats;

Farms with 1- | Farms with | Farms with 50| Farms with Farms with mé?;’;;::gg 0
Region| 19 heads 20- 49 heads -69 heads 70- 99 heads |100-299 heads
No. heads Total
s
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No.
Farms |Sample| Farms |Sample| Farms |Sample| Farms |Sample| Farms |Sample| Farms |Sample| Farms |Sample

1 [BERAT | 44 220 7 154 1 24 1 25 5 135 1 29 59 587
2 |DIBER 37 296 10 220 2 48 1 25 7 189 2 58 59 836

DURRE
3 s 36 216 10 220 2 48 1 25 8 216 2 58 59 783

ELBAS
4 |AN 47 282 5 110 2 48 1 25 2 54 2 58 59 577
5 [FIER 37 259 9 198 2 48 1 25 8 216 2 58 59 804

GJIROK
6 |ASTER | 20 160 7 154 3 72 1 25 21 567 7 203 59 1181
7 |[KORGE | 26 182 8 176 3 72 2 50 18 486 2 58 59 1024
8 |KUKEs | 21 147 11 242 3 72 2 50 20 540 2 58 59 1109
9 |LEZHE | 36 252 12 264 3 72 2 50 5 135 1 29 59 802

SHKOD
10 |ER 39 312 11 242 2 48 1 25 135 1 29 59 791
11 |TIRANE| 43 215 6 132 1 24 1 25 7 189 1 29 59 614
12 |VLORE | 23 184 10 220 3 72 2 50 15 405 6 174 59 1105
13 |toTALI| 409 | 2725 | 106 | 2332 | 27 648 16 400 121 | 3267 | 29 841 708 | 10213
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~Each primary outbreak is independent

and not connected to the others.

All over Albania 59 groups of
official veterinarians, inspectors of
the National Food Authority and
the police are monitoring the
movement of small ruminants the
livestock markets,
slaughterhouses, farms, national
roads and the green border.

~~~~~~

Current Situation in Republic of Albania

At the Kapshtica Border Inspection Point (border
with Greece), two private vehicles were stopped at
night, carrying unidentified animals in the car trunk.

These cases have been
referred to the
Prosecution for further
legal action.

Animals were tested for
PPR, with all results
confirmed negative.
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National Laboratory of Reference

Diagnostic

Institute of Food Safety and Veterinary —
Animal Health Department;

Molecular Biology Laboratory ( Real Time RT-
PCR);

Serology Laboratory ( Competitive ELISA)
Accredited SOP-s;

Sequencing of PPRV carried out at EURL
CIRAD.

Results showed that PPRV isolated in Albania
belongs to Lineage |V, identical to the
sequence obtained for PPR virus at the origin
of the emergence in Europe.

Methods and tests

» Real Time RT-PCR
» Conventional PCR
» Competitive ELISA
» Reference methods EURL and WOAH

Experience with EURL

» PT Participation (EURL-CIRAD) since 2019;

» Laboratory members training from CIRAD;

» Yearly Participation on annual meeting organized
by EURL;

» Re-confirmation of first positive samples;

» Sequencing PPRV (Lineage IV, identical to the
sequence obtained for PPR virus at the origin of
the emergence in Europe).
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Hypotheses on PPR Outbreaks from EuVet Missions in Republic of Albania

Simultaneous outbreaks across regions suggest a possible
nationwide introduction of infected animals.

The initial clinical cases in goats only raise questions about
species susceptibility or differing exposure levels between
goats and sheep.

Sheep may have been subclinically infected and contributed
to virus transmission without showing signs.

Recent large-scale imports of ewe lambs could represent a
possible route of virus introduction.

If sheep were not initially involved, the virus may have
entered Albania around mid-May, affecting only goats.

EUVET mission to Albania on

Peste des petits ruminants (PPR)
(preliminary findings)

(12 - 13 June 2025)

Team: Tsviatko Alexandrov (Bulgaria), Klaus Depner (Germany, Team Leader)
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 Posters
* Website
* Social media Information

Links:
o hitps://www.facebook.com/share/p/1

Awareness campaigns

S1 MUND T’l MBRONI KAFSHE

legjislacioni rinar dhe masat e mira té
biosigurisé, identifikimi i kafshéve, kontrolli i lévizjes dhe

hyrjen e virusit té PPR

méeb hme pér té p
né fermat e dhive dhe deleve.

Zbatimi i rrepté | masave té biosigurisé;
Blerja e kafshéve vetém nga burime té regjistruara dhe té
certifikaté shéndetésore;

Identifikimi dhe regjistrimi | kafshéve né fermén tuaj;

Mbajtja e higjienés pérmes pastrimit dhe dezinfektimit té
rregullt té fermés dhe pajisjeve;

Pérdorni vetém pajisjet tuaja né fermé;

tuaja me kafshé té tjera;

DoCzUyUlJ1/

o https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1

CIJWRRLBMDy

dhe vizitoréve né fermén tuaj.

Ju mund té keni té drejté pér kompensim pér
humbjet tuaja, nése keni pérmbushur té gjitha
kérkesat ligjore, pérfshiré identifikimin dhe
regjistrimin e kafshéve, raportimin e sakté té
lévizjeve té tyre dhe respektimin e detyrimeve té
tjera té zbatueshme.

:EJAT E g:um'uls SE
MBANI BIOSIGURIN FORTE.

MBROJINI KAFSHET TUAJA!

IURTAJA E
UMINANTEVE TE
EGJEL

CFARE ESHTE
MURTAJA E
RUMINANTEVE TE
VEGIJEL (PPR)?

Murtaja e ruminantéve té
vegjél éshté sémundje virale
shumé ngjitése dhe serioze qé
prek delet dhe dhité, e cila
mund té ¢oj né ngordhshméri
té larté.

NDALONI
MURTAJEN

Q0800 33 66

Farer

RAPORTIMI I
MENJEHERSHEM
ESHTE THELBESOR
Kjo sémundje mund té
shkaktojé pasoja té médha
dhe humbje ekonomike pér
fermerét pér shkak té
ngordhshmérisé, uljes sé
prodhimit té& quméshtit,
cilésisé sé dobét té lékurés
dhe leshit, si dhe kufizimeve
tregtare.

A SEMUREN
NJEREZIT?

Njerézit nuk sémuren nga
murtaja e ruminantéve té
vegjél, por mund té luajné
rol né pérhapjen e
sémundjes. Roli juaj né
parandalim dhe zbulim té
hershém éshté shumé i
réndésishém!
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Awareness campaigns

e Posters MENYRAT E TRANSMETIMIT CILAT, JANE SHENJAT KLINIKE TE SEMUNDJES ?
R I Slmpt_omat klinike mu_nd té varlo_jnl nga té_ lehta deri né té rir_!da. nf varési té
Website e e e o T Byt
* Social media Information :
*’j « temperaturé
+ dobési dhe

» Kontakti i drejtpérdrejté dhe i afért humbje oreksi

ndérmjet kafshéve té infektuara dhe atyre « ngordhje brenda 5

té ndjeshme; deri né 10 dité

« Thithja e grimcave té léshuara né ajér kur

kafshét e infoktuara kolliten dhe teshtijné; . véshtirési né ;':hgr‘dh. énjtje

. * Transmetimi indirekt pérmes ujit, frymim._ j 9%

Llnks: u:hqimil apo shldrojz:/epte konm:ninuara (pﬂ.umon’ml)

nga lotét, sekrecionet nazale, kollitjet dhe

jashtéqitjet e kafshéve té infektuara.
* https://akvmb.gov.al/harta-e- i ‘

. . = fiare, « lezione né gojé,
vatrave-aktive-te-murtajes-se- syl acys ke giubs
ruminanteve-te-vegjel/

+ sekrecione té pastra ose té
verdha nga hunda :lhe rrjedhje
. nga syt

* https://akvmb.gov.al/ppr-semundje-
ngjitese-qge-shkakton-deme-serioze-

t . / Eshté shumé o - qlmmvlr:othnlmm

ne-te-imta S Tl Raihann 25t acaacls nebarscn o otk 8

sémundjes, do té shpétojé ruminanté té vegjél dhe
mund té kontrollohet né ményré mé efektive.
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Main Challenges

» Early detection & reporting
» Difficulty in recognizing the disease early due to similarities with other small ruminant diseases;
» Delays in reporting by farmers due to lack of awareness or fear of movement restrictions.

» Epidemiological control
» High mobility of small ruminants (seasonal migration, trade, informal movements);
» Presence of mixed flocks (sheep & goats) which facilitates faster spread.

» Farmer awareness & compliance
» Low knowledge among farmers about PPR clinical signs and transmission;
» Reluctance to cooperate due to fear of culling, loss of income, or lack of compensation.

» Veterinary service capacity
» Limited resources (personnel, funding, transport).

» Regional coordination
» Challenges in harmonizing surveillance with neighboring countries.
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Special thanks to:

» The Commission for the continuous
help and support.

» The EU-Vet team for their valuable
technical advice and support.
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