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Sardinia (Nuoro province) 

First suspect on June 20th  -> confirmed on June 21st  

21 out of 131 cattle showed symptoms

How it began

Sardinia (Nuoro province) 

Second suspect on June 22nd  -> confirmed on June 25th  

9 out of 33 cattle showed symptoms (older lesions)
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Clinical signs

• Hyperthermia, depression, lameness, anorexia.
• Profuse salivation, nasal and ocular discharge. 
• Cutaneous nodules, initially on the neck, thorax, and 

perineal region. 
• Scabs.
• Scars after scab detachment. 
• Ulcerative lesions on the muzzle, nostrils, and oral 

mucosa, particularly on the hard palate.
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…

Timeline of events (1)

20/06 21/06 22/06 23/06 25/06 26/06 27/06 28/06 30/06

First suspect
notified in Sardinia

First outbreak
confirmed

Second suspect
notified in Sardinia

Establishment of 
restricted zones
(RZ) in Sardinia

Meeting of the Central 
Crisis Unit (CCU):
- Ban of animal movements from 

Sardinia
- Control measures according to 

Reg. (EU) 2020/687
- Trace-back of cattle movements

in the last 3 months
- Entomological surveillance in 

outbreaks
- Clinical surveillance in the entire

region

Outbreak in 
Lombardy

Meeting of the CCU:
- Establishment of RZ in 

mainland Italy
- Control measures according

to Reg. (EU) 2020/687
- Clinical surveillance in RZ and 

following the trace-back
- Development of protocols for 

the management of 
carcasses, other ABP and milk
products

4th outbreak in Sardinia
Stamping out completed 

in Lombardy

Establishment 
of RZ in 

mainland Italy

Outbreak in 
Lombardy solved

EUVET mission 
in Sardinia

7th outbreak 
in Sardinia

Meeting of the CCU:
- Increased alert on cattle

movements in the entire
national territory

- Decision to vaccinate all
Sardinian cattle (OBP 
Lumpy skin disease 
vaccine for cattle 
(Neethling strain) 
provided by the EU 
vaccine bank)
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• Lesion dating suggested virus introduction 
occurred ~3 months before the first detected 
cases.

• Due to intra-regional movements, infection 
across the whole region could not be ruled out.

• So far, the infection dynamics, entry date, and 
origin remain unknown.

• Vaccination across the entire island was 
deemed the best approach to control the 
outbreak.

EUVET mission results and spread hypothesis
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Phylogenetic analysis

LSDV Sardinia 2025

LSDV Nigeria 2018

Cluster 1.2
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…

Timeline of events (2)

01/07 02/07 03/07 12/07 22/07 23/07 07/08 09/08

10th outbreak 
in Sardinia

Establishment of a FRZ 
including all Sardinia

Meeting of the CCU:
- Establishment of SZ in Valle 

d’Aosta
- Control measures according

to Reg. (UE) 2020/687
- Clinical surveillance in SZ
- Decision to vaccinate all

cattle in Valle d’Aosta

17th outbreak in France 
activates a SZ in Valle 

d’Aosta region

Webinar on LSD by NRL 
and Ministry of Health

(1000 participants
+recording)

34th outbreak in France 
even closer to the 

Italian border

Vaccination
starts in Sardinia

Vaccination starts
in Valle d’Aosta

Meeting of the CCU:
- Movement restrictions

according to Reg. (UE) 
2023/361

- SZ in Lombardy to be lifted
on 11/08/2025

- Derogations for milk and 
dairy products
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Total confirmed outbreaks as of 22/09/2025: 66

Outbreak status

Region Under 
investigation

Confirmed
(ongoing)

Solved Not confirmed
(negative)

Sardinia 3 33 32 12

Lombardy - - 1 4

Other regions - - - 17

Mortality 6.2%

Morbility 21.4%
1,757 culled animals
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Map of the outbreaks

Key

Confirmed (ongoing)
Under investigation
Solved
Not confirmed (negative)
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Entomological surveillance in Sardinia

Positivity to LSDV in ticks (Hyalomma marginatum, Rhipicephalus bursa)
and diptera (Musca domestica, Sarcophaga carnaria, Hippobosca equina) 
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Restricted zones in Sardinia Restricted zones in Valle d’Aosta

Regional decree no. 1035 

of 16/09/2025

Regional decree no. 4094 

of 23/07/2025
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Vaccination campaign

Region
Number of 

establishments with 
vaccinated animals

% vaccinated
establishments

Number of 
vaccinated 

animals

% vaccinated
animals

Valle d’Aosta 1,024 97.62% 33,291 98.01%

Sardinia 6,010 78.40% 203,328 71.66% Side effects reported in 15 farms (0.28%):

local reaction at injection site, Neethling

disease, fever
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• Fast intervention after first suspicion 

➢ Movement ban

➢ Epidemiological investigation

• Coordination between local and central level

• Strong support of the NRLs (CESME, COVEPI)

• Back-tracing and clinical surveillance

➢ Effective containment of the epidemic in mainland Italy

• Quick access to the EU vaccine bank

Strengths
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• Free-ranging/extensive farms

➢ Shared pasture

➢ Difficulties in handling animals (clinical examination, 
culling, vaccination)

• Availability of disposal plants for Category 1 materials under 
Reg. (EC) no. 1069/2009

• Economic impact

➢ Culling and disposal costs

➢ Depreciation of animals

➢ Market restrictions on milk, dairy products, germinal 
material

➢ Vaccine purchase costs for future vaccination campaigns

Challenges (1)
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• Communication to stakeholders and the general public

• Acceptance of both stamping out and vaccination

➢ Appeals to the Administrative Court (TAR)

➢ Late compensation

➢ Restriction of movements of vaccinated animals

Challenges (2)



THANK YOU
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