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Brief overview of the event

- 6 confirmed outbreaks
(2 primary, 4 secondary)
in commercial cattle holdings.

- our first outbreak: 21/ 03/ 2025,

- our lastoutbreak: 04/ 04/ 2025.



Brief overview of the event: depopulatedCOMMERCIALfarms
8 341 cattle

No. Outbreakfarm

Depopulation
Numberof 
animals Vaccinated

Start Finish

SK 01 aŜŘǾŜřƻǾ 29.3.2025 30.3.2025 706 all

SK 02 dłǊŀŘ 30.3.2025 1.4.2025 806 all

SK 03 Baka 22.3.2025 26.3.2025 1 313 -

SK 04 aŀƭł [ǵő 27.3.2025 28.3.2025 268 all

SK 05 tƭŀǾŜŎƪȇ ~ǘǾǊǘƻƪ2.4.2025 7.4.2025 3 521 all

SK 06 Jurová 9.4.2025 10.4.2025 876 all

CONTACTFARM 5ƻƭƴȇ ~ǘłƭ11.4.2025 14.4.2025 851 all

TOGETHER 8 341



Brief overview of the event: 

depopulatedBACKYARDfarms(237 animals) 
- 141 pigs

- 52 sheep,

- 35 goats,

- 9 cattle

BACKYARD FARMS TOGETHER:237 animals

COMMERCIAL FARMS TOGETHER: 8 341 animals

TOGETHER: 8 578 ANIMALS DEPOPULATED



Brief overview of the event

CURRENT SITUATION (state of playto 26/06/2025)

- samplingstill in place,

- biosecuritycheckson the wholeSKterritory duringJune,

- measuresleadingto the final C& Din outbreaksareongoing.



Brief overview of the event

SAMPLING (state of playuntil 26/06/2025)

- numberof testedfarms/holdings: 3 225

- numberof farmstested positive: 6

Number of samples
(animals keptfor farmingpurposes)

54 593
(17 489 PCR + 37 104 NSP ELISA)

Number of samples 
(wild animals)

5 595
(19 PCR + 5 576 NSP ELISA)



Outbreakfarm{Y лр όtƭŀǾŜŎƪȇ ~ǘǾǊǘƻƪύ



OutbreakfarmSK 05 ςDairyfarm
übig commercialdairyfarmςverymodernfacility

ümore than 3 500 animalsin total:

ü2 780 cows and late-pregnantheifers
ü(multiple sections of dairy cows with 150 and 300 dairy cows)

ü720 calves up to 6 months

ütwo circular milking parlors with a capacity of 40 and milking 2x a day,

üthe part of the farm with the individualcalfpens was structurally and personnel-separated.





Firstclinicalsuspicion of FMD

On Sunday, March 30, 2025, shortly after midnight, the milkers noticed a dairy 
cow with lesions on her udder. 

After selecting her out, they also observed hypersalivation and a temperature 
of 39.8 °C. 

The on-duty livestock technician contacted a private veterinarianand sent him 
photos of the lesions on the udder and in the oral cavity. The veterinarian then 
called the livestock production manager and the managing director. They came 
immediatelyto the farm, and after evaluating the clinical signs, the veterinarian 
raised a suspicion of FMD.

The private vet immediately informed the director of the District Veterinary
and Food Administration (DVFA)Senec(around2 AM).



Firstsuspectanimal(30. 03. 2025)



Detection of the FMD virus
At 11:00 AM samples were taken from the suspect animal and two others from the same group
(section No. 2 ςepithelial tissue from the lesions, nasal + buccal swabs and blood samples
for serology) andsentto the NRLwith a policeescort.
 
Around 5:45 PM, the farmer was notified of a positive PCR result for FMD in the affected animal
(2 other animalswerenegative); ELISA results from all blood samples were negative.

Basedon this finding, the DVFASenecorderedveterinarymeasuresin accordancewith the CDR
2020/687(the depopulationof the farm, banof movementsetc.).

Therestrictionzoneswereestablished(3 kmPZ+ 10km SZ).



Personnelpresenton the farm

In order to protect other herds and prevent the spreadof infection, the farm
operator, in agreement with the farm staff and the DVFA,decided that all
personnel present, including the private veterinarian, would remain on the
premises until it will be safe to leave τ until the crisis units
anddecontaminationequipmentcouldbe transferredfrom the southernregion
of DunajskáStredato the Záhorieregion.

By that time, the farms in Baka(SK03) and Malá[ǵő(SK04) had alreadybeen
depopulated, depopulation in aŜŘǾŜřƻǾ(SK 01) was being completed
anddepopulationindłǊŀŘ(SK02) wasplannedfor Monday, 31st March.



Cooperationbetweenofficialveterinarians
and privateveterinarians
Giventhe sizeof the farm (over3 500headsof cattle) andthe seriousnessof the situation(need
for veterinary care, vaccination, and samplecollection from a large number of animals), the
assistanceof severalveterinarianswasnecessaryon-site.

TheSVFASRcontactedthe presidentof SlovakChamberof VeterinarySurgeons.

A recurring issue in such situations is that veterinarians who routinely overseelarge animal
farmsoften cannotafford to enter an FMDoutbreak site, asthey are prohibited from entering
a "clean" farm for severalweeksafterward. Thiscaneffectivelyexcludethem from their regular
work for up to a month. In this particularcase, two private veterinariansvolunteeredto stayed
in the outbreaktogetherfor anentire week, until the depopulationwascompleted.

Theyprovidedvaluableexpert support (not only to veterinaryauthoritiesbut alsoto crisisunits
andthe farmer), caringfor the animals, reportingclinicalsignsof the disease, assistingin sample
collection, andsupportingthe epizootologicalinvestigationandfarm depopulation.



Emergencysuppresivevaccinationand further
sampling
On the day of confirmation (30. 03. 2025), the vaccine Aftopor was brought in for emergency 
supresivevaccination of the outbreak farm; vaccination started already during the evening 
milking (2 ml intramuscularly ς 1 ml on each side of the animal), and by Monday around 2:00 
AM most of the animals were vaccinated.

Only 3 groups from which samples were to be taken the following day were excluded.

On Monday (31. 03. 2025) at approximately 11:00 a.m., nasal and buccal swabs and blood 
samples were taken from the group with the first sick cow (sectionNo. 2), and from another2 
sections arranged in a checkerboard pattern across the barns. These groups were vaccinated
duringthe samplecollection. None of these animalssampledshowed clinical signs of FMD.

The sampling was performed by 2 private veterinarians in the presence of the official 
veterinarian of the SVFASR.



Firstsampling(30. 03. 2025)

ü3 animalstested from the sectionNo. 2:

- 1 with clinicalsigns(only1 that time) - PCR positive, NSP ELISA negat

- 2 other from the samegroupςnegativePCR/NSP ELISA



Samplingon 31. 03. 2025 (SK 05) - sections



Samplingon 31. 03. 2025 (SK 05)

- samplestakento detectat 
least10% prevalence

(with 95% confidency)
- 3 sampledsections

(unvaccinatedat that
moment!)

- all of the other animalwere
vaccinatedon 30. 03. 2025

- eachtestedanimal:
1 swabfor PCR (nasal + buccal)
+ 1 bloodsamplefor serology



Samplescollectedon 31. 03. 2025

All 3 tested sections were PCR positive and all were simultaneously NSP ELISA negative

(All of the animals tested were without clinical signs . At that time, 4 animals were with clinical

signs and they were separated in the isolation barn.)

ÅIn section 2 (where the first positive cow was identified)

28 out of 30 tested animals were PCR positive

ÅIn section 32:

17 out of 29 tested animals were PCR positive

ÅIn section 5: 

15 out of 30 tested animals were PCR positive



Furthersampling= duringthedepopulation
üthe isolatedanimalswith clinicalsignswereculledas firstς3 of them (includingthe first
positivecow) wereserologicalytestedon Wednesday02. 04. 2025

ςNSP ELISA negative(= almost4 daysafter confirmationof the outbreak)

üon the next day (Thursday03.04.) ς4 sectionsof depopulatedcowstested (sections6, 1, 4, 
32) ς11 bloodsamplesfrom eachsection(all wereNSP ELISA negative)

ü2 dayslater, on Saturday05.04. ς15 animalsfrom the section6 weresampledagainςall of 
them NSP ELISA negat.

üit is likely that the infectionwasdetectedquite earlyon this farm (no sero-positivitydetected
evenin the oldestcases).



Clinicalcourse
The second dairy cow with clinical signs of salivation and vesicles on the 
mucous membranes appeared on Sunday afternoon, March 30th, 2025.

New clinical cases continued to be diagnosed from Monday morning onwards, 
especially in the group where the first case had been identified and in the
neighbouringsection(direct contactof animals).

These animals were continuously identified and isolated in the isolationbarn.

(Mondaymorningς4 cows, Mondayeveningς7 cowsisolated)



Clinical signs in dairy cows
ühypersalivation
üaphthae(vesicles) and erosionson the mucousmembranesof the oral cavity,
tongue, udder, andthe skinbetweenthe clawsandon the coronaryband
üfrequent signwascharacteristicsmackingsounds, unnatural jaw movements,
andtongueprotrusion, followedlater by painful lameness
übodytemperaturewaselevated, thoughonlyoccasionallyexceeded40°C

ülesionson the mammaryglandswere highly variableτ rangingfrom fluid-
filled vesiclesto erosionsand peeling skin on the teats, and in some cases,
bloodywoundson the udder



















Typical
αsmackingά sound



Limpingςstarting4 days
aftersalivation


