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1. The Mediterranean Animal Health Network (REMESA)

• How everything started

• Areas of cooperation, Objectives, Priorities

• Structure

• Resources

• Future perspectives

2. What REMESA is doing/can do for the surveillance and control of VBDs

• Information sharing, (coordination and harmonization)

• Activities and projects

• Recommendations 
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❑ 2009, Algiers, Algeria : Creation of REMESA 

“a common framework for working and cooperation, for the development and 
implementation of regional animal health projects and programmes”. 

❑ 2012, Montpellier, France 6th JPC : signature of a "Cooperation 
Framework" 

To provide REMESA with a legal framework, continuity and visibility, to prevent 
and combat transboundary animal diseases in the Mediterranean region. 

How everything started …



5Member countries

2009

10 members

2013

13 members

2015

15 members
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Collaboration in the exchange of 
information on animal health

Development and strengthening of 
networking between Veterinary Services 
and relevant structures in different areas of 
expertise on animal diseases.

Technical assistance through technical 
support, research facilities, capacity 
building, coordination meetings and joint 
activities

Establishment and development of sub-
networks created within the REMESA 
framework

Areas of Cooperation



7General Objective

The general objective of REMESA is the:

• improvement of Veterinary Public Health in the 
Mediterranean basin

• harmonization and coordination of surveillance 
and control activities 

• facilitation of trade in animals and their products 
between the countries of the REMESA 

through 

strengthening the national and regional skills 
and capacities of the Veterinary Services for 
the prevention and control of the main 
transboundary animal diseases and zoonoses. 
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” Facilitate regular access, exchange and sharing of information in 

relation to veterinary activities.

Improve epidemiological surveillance.

Strengthen prevention and control measures.

Develop and harmonize surveillance control strategies and 
emergency response plans.

Facilitate collaboration between research centers, laboratories and 
universities.

Act as a central interface to facilitate the mobilization of human, 
material and financial resources, as well as communication among 
institutions.

Reinforce the competencies and capacities of national Veterinary 
Services

Facilitate direct dialogue between member countries to avoid 
unjustified sanitary barriers and facilitate trade of animals and their 
products in the Mediterranean region in line with WOAH 
Recommendations.

Strengthen the training capacities (initial and continuing) of the 
various actors.
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Priority diseases: 
❑ Rabies
❑ FMD, PPR 
❑ Brucellosis, Tuberculosis
❑ VBDs (RVF, BT, WNF, AHS)

The Mediterranean Animal Health 
Network is based on the veterinary 

services of each country that adhered to 
its objectives and should be considered as 

a structure in which regional programs 
and projects may find their anchorage. 

This regional context does not replace the 
essential baseline work that must be 

done in each country which will be always 
sovereign on its decisions in regard to 
epidemiological surveillance, diseases 
control or animal health information 

exchanges outside of its borders.

Priorities



10Structure of the network
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JPC meetings STOR office 
management 

STOR activities

▪ FAO

▪ WOAH World fund

Sicily Region : 
250K€/year

agreement between WOAH 
and Sicily Region (2021)

▪ WOAH World Fund :  
169K€ (until June 2025)
Intention letter STOR/WOAH on 

8/04/2024 
Subgrant Agreement STOR/WOAH on 

21/05/2024

▪ Sicily Region : 13K€ for 2024 
(scholarship/grant)

Resources (as of today)

RESOURCE MOBILISATION STRATEGY

(           )
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Part 2

What REMESA is doing/can 
do for the surveillance and 
control of VBDs

Picture from open sources



14Information sharing, (coordination and harmonization)

JPC meetings, 1.5 days

Standard structure

• Opening session

• Session 01: Update on major 
diseases events

• Session 02: Update on animal 
health activities and projects

• Session 03: Management of 
REMESA

• Closing session

Bilateral agreements, cooperation …



15Activities and projects (1)

➢ Webinars

➢ Workshop Veterinary Entomology
10-13 June 2024

In 2025 Activity Plan:

➢Training course on Lumpy Skin Disease

➢Webinar on Mediterranean Tick ecology

➢ Small-scale project (might focus on migratory 
birds as carriers of diseases and vectors)



16Activities and projects (2)

In the framework of REMESA, WOAH 

entrusted the Istituto Zooprofilattico 

Sperimentale of Abruzzo and Molise 

(IZS Teramo), WOAH Collaborating 

Center for epidemiology, modelling and 

surveillance, to implement the 
“PROVNA” project 



17Recommendations – way forward



18Recommendations – way forward

01

03

05

07

02

04

06

08

Identification of 
Gaps and Needs

Enhancement of 
Entomological Surveillance

Legal Framework 
Updates

Collaboration, Transparency, 
and Rapid Notification

Focus on 
prevention

Support for Decision-Making 
Tools and Policy Briefings

Public–Private 
Partnership (PPP)

Other priorities
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Conclusions
i. Regional AH networks are of vital importance if 

we want to better manage/control emerging and 
re-emerging VBDs 

ii. In order to develop action strategies, we must 
first have developed a surveillance “adapted” to 
the region/sub-region

→ the adoption of new/modern technologies is 
necessary as complement of classical 
surveillance tools



“If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, go together”
ancient African proverb



Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

شكرا
Merci beaucoup

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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