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Components for success – in Sweden

Disease knowhow

+   Surveillance: General and targeted

+   Collaboration, preparedness, training excercises

________________________________________________

=   Early detection

+   Rapid response, adaptable protocol

+   Collect data for evidence of freedom, and science

________________________________________________

=   Declared ASF-free status

+   Continued surveillance, lessons learned to adapt risk assessment



Disease knowhow

• PhD in ASF (Karl Ståhl, Erika Chenais) 

• PhD students, ASF studies (Emil Wikström, Linda Ernlund)

• SVA Expert Group on ASF



Surveillance

• reporting dead wildlife online

rapporteravilt.sva.se



Collaboration, preparedness, training excercises

• Multiple authorities, stakeholders, 

• Table-top excercise, 

• Monthly online updates



Risk domestic pigsRisk wild boar
Risk mapping

• Risk based communication
• Risk based surveillance

Risk factors :
• Wild boar
• Domestic pigs
• Humans



Communication, risks



Early detection
• 25 August 2023



Early detection: 6th September 2023

Event

25-27th August Three wild boar reported dead

4th September More reports, map & sample sent to SVA 

5th September Samples arrive at SVA , PCR-test done

6th September Official date for positive!

Response



Local knowhow
Fagersta 
13 300 inhabitants



SBA zoning,  2023-09-07 and adaption over time



Restrictions



Communication 



Hunter involvement





Biosecurity



Positive cases,  2023-09-19



Restrictions

• Reduce disease spread
• Carcass search, removal, destruction

• Keep wild boar in the infected zone

o Grains left in the fields

o Fenced core area



Emptying RZ II

• Baiting, camera traps

• Culling

• Surveillance



Data/IT: Fast track development



Sample category and area Positive Negative In total

Infected zone/RZI and RZII

Wild boar carcasses 69 55 124

Wild boar killed in traffic 0 10 10

Wild boar culled in RZII and RZI 1 104 105

Wild boar hunted in RZI for consumption 0 11 11

Area of enhanced surveillance

Wild boar carcasses 0 5 5

Hunted wild boar 0 90 90

Wild boar killed in traffic 0 5 5

Fallen kept porcine animals 0 28 28

Remaining parts of Sweden

Wild boar carcasses 0 301 301

Clinical suspicions 0 16 16

Surveillance results 6 September 2023 - 30 August 2024



Taphonomy 
study 



ASF outbreak timeline

May-July    25 Aug       28 Aug       4 Sep      6 Sep        7 Sep           9 Sep        14 Sep        Sep               12 Oct            22 Nov        30 Nov         Winter                    May 2024          Sep 2024     2023

First 
report of 
dead wild 
boar to 
SVA

More 
reports, 
total of 6 
cadavers

Sample 
sent to 
SVA

ASF 
confirmed

Infected 
zone 
established 
1,000 km2

Cadaver 
search 
start

Core area 
established 
100 km2 

Area 
fenced 
148 km2  
Culling 
started

Culling of 
last wild 
boar in RZ II

Restriction 
zone I and II 
established, 
618 km2 

Third complete 
cadaver search 
of RZ II

First wild 
boar ASF-
cases died

Last ASF-
cases died

ASF-free 
status

2024

Core area 
fencing 
started



Summary – Reporting results and conclusions to EU
• Latest death at end of September 2023 

• Epidemic curve peaked mid-August to mid-September 2023

• All positive cases within 5 km, all in the core area

• No virus transmission since September 2023

• No wild boar left in the core area since March 2024

• The risk of residual viable virus in the environment in August 2024- negligible

• The risk of new cases of ASF in wild boar August 2024 – negligible

 From 25th September 2024 

     Sweden is again offically free of ASF 



Success factors: 

• Favourable location

• Point introduction

• We were prepared
• National collaboration

• Experiences from previously infected countries

• Iterative process, development in real-time



Communication 



Thank you!

erik.agren@sva.se
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