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EU Civil Protection Mechanism (UCPM)
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• 27 EU Member States

• 10 Participating States: Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Iceland, Moldova, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Türkiye and Ukraine

When an emergency overwhelms national response capacities, 
the EU Civil Protection Mechanism
enables a coordinated assistance by



How does the EU Civil Protection Mechanism work?
Natural or human-induced 
disaster
inside or outside the EU

Affected country requests assistance 
from the Mechanism through the 
Emergency Response Coordination 
Centre (ERCC)

If the affected country 
accepts the offers…

Member States and Participating 
States offer assistance, such as 
personnel, response teams and 
equipment

… the ERCC coordinates 
the deployment and 
delivery of assistance

ERCC may deploy a team 
of EU Civil Protection experts

Assistance delivered, 
experts return.



• Natural hazards:

• Floods, earthquakes, forest fires, cyclones

• Human-induced disasters

• Environmental disasters, industrial accidents, conflict

• Health emergencies

• Disease outbreaks (e.g., COVID-19, Ebola, Mpox, …)

• Consular assistance

• Terrorist attacks, medical evacuation, repatriation of EU citizens

Types of disasters covered under the UCPM?



The Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC)

Coordinates joint European 
response operations

Monitors disasters 
around the globe 

Provides real-time 
information 

Assesses and maps
disaster risks 



rescEU
Safety net

of 
European capacities

European Civil 
Protection Pool 

(ECPP)
voluntarily committed 

national capacities

National Capacities
Spontaneous offers 

of national authorities

The UCPM Response Layers



European Civil Protection Pool

The European Civil Protection Pool is a system
whereby Member States can pre-commit response
capacities for EU civil protection missions.

The quality of the assistance is ensured through a
certification process and quality criteria.

In return for their commitment of assets, Member
States benefit from financial support from the
European Commission to develop, transport and
operate these capacities where they are needed Up
to 75% of transport and operational costs.



Map of
offered and 
registered 
ECPP 
capacities



In 2019, the EU introduced an additional layer to its Civil Protection Mechanism

rescEU

Last-resort capacities

Including:

 Firefighting airplanes and helicopters

 Medical capabilities

 Chemical, Biological, Radiological and 
Nuclear emergency capabilities

 Strategic stockpiles

 Emergency shelter

 Energy equipment

 …



Map of
registered 
rescEU
capacities



• Early warning and analytical support

• Co-financing of transport and operational costs

• Satellite imagery: Copernicus Emergency Management 
Service 

• Facilitation of coordination with Civil Protection 
authorities, other competent authorities and emergency 
response stakeholders. 

• Common Emergency Communication and Information 
System - CECIS

• Information products and analyses: ECHO Civil 
Protection Messages, Daily Flash and Daily Map, etc. 

Other types of operational support provided 
through UCPM



FMD outbreak - UCPM activation



Slovakia – Foot and Mouth 
Disease Outbreak
• Request for assistance on 22 March 

2025, following FMD Outbreaks in the 
region nearby the Hungarian border

• Deployment of:
• Decontamination gates + teams from Czech 

Republic
• CBRN decontamination team (ECPP 

Certified) from Austria

• Coordination with DG SANTE – link with EU 
Veterinarian Authorities

© Bundesheer
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Other examples of UCPM activations





COVID-19
• 174 requests for (medical) 

assistance between 2020 and 
2024 

• Deployment of medical teams, 
vaccines, medical equipment, 
personal protective equipment, …  

• Spontaneous offers from MS/PS 
and mobilisation of rescEU
stockpiles

• November 2020: request for 
protective suits following an 
outbreak of mutated coronavirus in 
mink farms
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Thank you!

More information: 
• UCPM Factsheet
• ERCC Factsheet
• ECHO Daily Products (Daily Flash and Daily Map)

E-mail: sien.vanlommel@ec.europa.eu

https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/eu-civil-protection-mechanism_en
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/emergency-response-coordination-centre-ercc_en
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Products
mailto:sien.vanlommel@ec.europa.eu


North Macedonia – Nightclub Fire



• 14 activations related to Middle East Crisis 
since 7 October 2023

• Support to Gaza and Lebanon, repatriations, 
medical evacuations and support to countries 
affected by spillover of the crisis

• Humanitarian response







• Energy
• CBRN
• Shelter
• Cultural heritage
• Medical
• Digital IT
• Demining
• Logistics
• Medevac
• Agriculture
• Infrastructure
• Road salt
• etc





Preparedness 
activations:

- Prepositioned 
ground 
firefighting 
teams

- Over 550 
firefighters

Advisory 
missions

Wildfires in 
2024



Other severe
weather events

December 2024: Tropical 
Cyclone affecting Mayotte (FR)
 Mobilisation of shelter and 

telecommunication equipment

January 2025: Storm Éowyn
affecting Ireland
 Mobilisation of generators (incl. 

rescEU)
 Transport support from other 

EU MS
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Floods 2024
• 8 Activations in 2024, of 

which 5 inside Europe:
• France
• Central Europe: Poland and 

Czech Republic
• Bosnia and Herzegovina
• Spain

• 4 flood activations in 2023 in 
Europe
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Floods 2024
• Mobilisation of various 

types of assistance:
• High-capacity pumping
• Search and rescue
• Heavy machinery
• In-kind assistance (incl. 

rescEU)
• Shelter items
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