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African Swine Fever outbreaks 
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Effective ASF management requires 

collaboration between key stakeholders, 

including:

Policy makers



What is a backyard?

• No strict legal definition of "backyard", but it refers to non-commercial, smallholder pig 
farming systems that may pose a higher risk for ASF due to poor biosecurity measures…

WOAH (World Organisation for Animal Health):

• Defines backyard farms as small, non-commercial pig-keeping systems where pigs are 
often reared for household consumption or local sale, with low to no biosecurity...

FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations):

• The regulation does not explicitly define "backyard pigs" or "backyard holdings." Instead, 
it refers to "kept porcine animals," encompassing all domesticated pigs, regardless of the 
scale or purpose of the holding. This inclusive terminology ensures that disease control 
measures apply uniformly across various pig-rearing setups, from small-scale backyard farms 
to large commercial operations.

EU Legislation:

A backyard pig farm is a small-scale pig holding with low biosecurity. Definitions may vary by country and 

regulation.



What is a case of ASF?

The wish of many countries

Backyard pigs Wild boars



What is a case of ASF?

infectionWOAH Terrestrial Animal 
Health Code / EU 

Regulations

African swine fever (ASF) is 
defined as an infection of suids 
(kept or wild porcine animals) 
with ASFV and a case of ASF 

refers to:

A pig or wild boar (kept or wild 
porcine animal) that has been 

infected with the ASFV, confirmed 
by clinical signs, pathology, or 
laboratory testing (PCR, virus 

isolation, antigen detection, or 
genomic sequencing).

This definition applies 
regardless of whether the 

infection is symptomatic or 
asymptomatic.

Affected animals may be found in:
• Backyard (non-commercial) farms;
• Commercial pig farms;
• Wild boar populations.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm


What is biosecurity?

• “A set of management and physical measures designed to reduce the risk of 
introduction, establishment, and spread of pathogenic agents to, from, and 
within an animal population.” (WOAH)

• "Biosecurity means the sum of measures to prevent the introduction, 
establishment, and spread of a disease within or outside a population.“ 
(EU, AHL)

Large scale 
commercial 

farms

Small scale 
commercial farms

Backyards



“Prevention is better than cure”
On-farm biosecurity measures are more cost-effective than outbreak 

eradication…
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Backyard Farms

Small-scale farming with low 
biosecurity.

Close proximity to infected area 
(wild boars).

Limited awareness of ASF risks.

High potential for virus spread.

Lack of 
resources for 
biosecurity

Use of 
untreated 

feed (swill 
feeding)

Limited 
veterinary 
oversight



ASF Risks

Many backyard farmers receive no compensation.

Fear of financial loss prevents reporting.

This leads to unreported outbreaks.

Pigs a moved out illegally and illegal pig movement 
spreads ASF further.





What do we need?









• Clear Distinction from Commercial Farms;

• Targeted Disease Control Measures;

• Surveillance & Risk Assessment;

• Legal Powers for Authorities;

• Support & Awareness;

• Legal basis for compensation & disease control 
funding.



Disease Surveillance;

Implementation & 
Enforcement of Biosecurity 

Measures;

Effective Communication & 
Farmer Engagement;

Rapid Response & Outbreak 
Management;

Policy Development & 
Regulatory Oversight.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.picpedia.org/chalkboard/h/human-resources.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Funding for Surveillance & Diagnostics;

Support for Biosecurity Implementation;

Emergency Response & Outbreak Management;

Training & Awareness Programs;

Compensation & Livelihood Protection;

Research & Development;

Economic Stability.



Preventive slaughter – is it the best option?
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Year Number of pigs 

slaughtered in the 

backyards

2013 2400

2014 17030

2015 1514

2016 3712

2017 1850

Total: 26506
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Stories of success

Czech 

Republik

2017 - 2019

Belgium

2018 - 2020

Sweden

2023 - 2024



Identification 
and 

registration in 
place;

No free-
ranging/outdoor kept 

pigs;

In case of 
suspicion – 
notification 
system is in 

place;

Meat used for own 
consumption only, 
without placing on 
the local market!



Biosecurity requirements for non-commercial pig farms

Pigs  should be kept only for own 
consumption;

• No swill feeding.

• Pigs must remain indoors, no contact with 

wild boar/feral pigs.

• Farm owners must change clothes and shoes 

and disinfect before entry.

• No unauthorized access to pig holdings.

• Grass and grain feed must be treated or stored 

for at least 30 days before use.

• Straw bedding must be treated or stored for at 

least 90 days before use.

Minimum biosecurity requirements:



Thank you for your kind 
attention! 
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