


Cattle: integral to the Irish 
economy since ancient times
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Táin_Bó_Cúailnge 



Cattle traded 
out of Ireland 
2020 – 2024

Number of Cattle

Country 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020

Spain 109,392 75,043 73,239 73,537 81,278

Netherlands 78,794 107,284 97,779 49,180 48,865

Northern Ireland 58,795 54,410 48,797 72,784 64,222

Italy 40,749 36,463 29,845 29,754 21,836

Poland 25,581 16,987 3,973 1,544 3,132

Morocco 24,977 30 111 0 61

Hungary 7,002 4,175 1,463 1,862 205

Romania 6,102 3,532 76 100 245

Israel 5,465 6,840 0 0 0

England 4,715 2,272 2,566 2,939 3,560

Croatia 4,237 433 62 0 0

Greece 3,831 2,229 2,653 2,245 2,651

Algeria 2,044 380 0 0 1,088

Tunisia 1,390 235 0 0 164

Others 6,884 12,416 25,791 13,611 38,358

Totals 379,958 322,729 286,355 247,556 265,665



Cattle traded out of Ireland in 2024 

• Most trade consists of calves 
traded to EU countries, in truck & 
ferry.

• However, although lower in 
number, many stronger and more 
valuable animals are exported in 
dedicated livestock vessels to 
countries such as: 
o Tunisia, 
o Morocco
o Algeria, 
o Libya,
o Lebanon, 
o others 



Cattle trade to European 
Union countries

• Large numbers of bovine animals traded to Netherlands, 

Spain, Italy – most are unweaned or young dairy-breed 

calves. 

• Travel by truck, on ferry

• Under Regulation (EC) No 1/2005, unweaned calves may 

be transported from 14 days – vulnerable animals, long 

journey. Public concerns. 

• Annex I, Chapter V (1.7)(b) – following a long ferry 

journey, unloaded and rested 12 hours at Control Post in 

immediate vicinity of port. Fed in CP.



Measures to improve calf 
welfare during transport

2019 and 2020 – Introduction of 
policy measures to provide extra 
protection:

• Driver certificate of competence for 
livestock now lasts 3 years (was formerly 
10 years). Full training required to renew.

• Extra space in vehicles for calves
➢ 50kg: min. 0.325m2 as opposed to min. 0.3m2 

laid down in Reg 1/2005; 

➢ 55kg: min. 0.332m2 or 11% more than laid 
down in Reg 1/2005)



Measures to improve calf 
welfare during transport

• Maximum external temperature 
of 30°C at time of transport – 
weather forecast en route to be 
checked by transporter and VI. 

• HQ started to issue general 
weather alerts to industry and 
regional offices.



Measures to improve calf 
welfare during transport

• Minimum overhead height set – for calves, a minimum 
of 15cms above the withers or tailhead (whichever is 
the highest) of the tallest calf on that deck.

• All use of sticks on calves banned. 

• No-warning veterinary accompaniment of calves to 
Cherbourg and Control Posts from time to time.

• Enforcement of return of JL Section 4 and sat nav – 
commencement of sanctions for non-return.

• Teagasc commenced the MOOVE project researching 
calf welfare during transport and how it may be 
improved (see later slides).



Calves 
drinking milk 
replacer in 
purpose built 
lorry with 
integrated 
feeding 
system 
(Finkl/Bergh
uis)

<Milk truck videos>

Irish Delegation visited Berghuis, Germany, April 2023:



Calves 
drinking 
milk 
replacer in 
normal 
lorry with 
retro-fitted 
feeding 
system

<Milk truck videos>



Teagasc (Ireland’s semi-state agricultural research body) launched the MOOVE 
project to investigate calf welfare during the journey from Ireland, with funding 
& support from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine



High priority for Government of Ireland



Teagasc scientists assess health and welfare indicators before, during and after journey.



doi.org/10.3389/fvets.2023.1238734

https://doi.org/10.3389/fvets.2023.1238734


DAFM also funds the 
WELCALF project run by 
Teagasc









• M.H. Bokma-Bakker, J.W. van Riel, C.C. de Lauwere, A.F.G. Antonis en M. Kluivers-Poodt, 2017.Onderzoek naar 

kritische succesfactoren voor een laag antibioticumgebruik bij vleeskalveren. Wageningen Livestock Research, 

Rapport 1068A. Available at https://edepot.wur.nl/427965

➢ Research into critical success factors for low antibiotic use in veal calves.  “Flocks with predominantly Irish calves 

showed a more than 30% lower use of antibiotics after weight correction than comparable flocks from other 

origins” (Page 8)

• European Commission, Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety, Study on shifting from transport of 

unweaned male dairy calves over long distance to local rearing and fattening – Final report. Publications Office of the 

European Union, 2022. Available at https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2875/072915

➢Mortality of calves from Ireland in Dutch veal systems compared favourably with mortality of calves from other 

countries (see table on next slide)

https://edepot.wur.nl/427965
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2875/072915


• European Commission, Directorate-General for 

Health and Food Safety, Study on shifting from 

transport of unweaned male dairy calves over long 

distance to local rearing and fattening – Final 

report, Publications Office of the European Union, 

2022, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2875/072915

➢ From Table 6 (Page 49). Cumulative mortality 

rates on Dutch veal calf farms on day 1 and 2, 

and up to day 7, 14 and 56 of the fattening 

period by MS of origin in the period 2017-

2020 (source: data SBK)

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2875/072915
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