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Section 1
The WOAH 
Standards setting 
process 
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Actors in WOAH Standards 

Setting process
WOAH 

Members

WOAH 

Specialist 

Commissions

Regional 

Organisaitons

WOAH 

Secretariat

Ad hoc 

Groups

Other Inter-

Gouvernamenta

l Organisaitons

WOAH DG

Industry 

Intesrnational 

Organisations 
Reference 

Laboratories 

WOAH 

Assembly 
Subject 

matter 

experts

Collaborating 

Centres

WOAH 

Working 

Groups
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Experts Selection process

• Open call launched July-Sept. before election year

• Experts worldwide can apply

• Endorsement sought from WOAH Delegate

• Candidates reviewed by a Selection Committee and the WOAH Council

• Council endorsed list shared with Delegates before the election  

 

Elected by the World Assembly of Delegates

• Four Specialist Commissions;

• Each Commission comprises six members;

• Each Commission meets twice a year to 

progress items on their respective work 

programmes (February and September).

3-year term

Elections at 2024 

General Session

WOAH Specialist Commissions
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Specialist 

Commissions
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Phase 4 
Adoption

Phase 3 
Commenting 
and review 

Phase 2 
Development 

of work 

Phase 1     
New work 

identification

2 to 4 years 

A transparent process to ensure that WOAH International Standards address Members needs and are developed based in the 

latest science and taking into consideration the different contexts among Members to enable implementation. 
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• AAHSC (Aquatic Code and 
Aquatic Manual)

• BSC (Terrestrial Manual) 

• TAHSC (Terrestrial Code). 

New work discussed 
by Specialist 
Commissions 

• Criteria

• Coordination with another 
Sp. Com

• Potential consultation with 
experts / SCAD

• Request for additional 
information 

Consideration for 
inclusion in Work 

programme
• Request recorded in the 

respective Specialist 
Commission(s) report 

• Decision and prioritization

• WP Circulated for 
comments

Inclusion in Work 
programme

(or not)

Work do not necessarily start immediately… 
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Phase 2 – Development of work

AAHSC, BSC or 
TAHSC and the 

Secretariat initiate 
the work with an 

internal discussion 
paper shared 

among the 
Commissions 

involved. 

Specialist 
Commission(s) 

discuss the work 
and provide 

directions to the 
Secretariat to 

develop a new or 
revised “draft 

standard”

The Secretariat 
coordinates the 

work to prepare a 
“draft standard”. 

Expert consultation 
(AHG) or 

consultation of 
other Commissions.

Draft new or 
revised 

standard

The relevant 
Commission(s) 

reviews the “draft 
standard” and 
progresses the 

work until ready to 
be circulated for 

comments

a work 

item is 

Prioritised

Specialist 

Commission 

report

Specialist 

Commission(s) 

report

AHG report

Specialist 

Commission(s) 

report
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circulate a

 “proposed new or 

revised standard” 

for comments. 

• AHSC

• BSC 

• TAHSC

Members 
review the 

proposed text 
and submit 
comments

AHSC - BSC - TAHSC

addresses the 
comments

Proposed text 
is amended 

“Proposed new 
or revised 

standard” is 
circulated for 
comments 

may request advice from 

experts, AHGs, the SCAD 

or other Specialist 

Commissions, or WGs

The cycle is repeated until the Commission considers that there is 

support to the proposal and no new elements are brought for discussion

Specialist 

Commission 

report

AHG / SCAD 

report

The “proposed new or 

revised standard” is

proposed for adoption
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“new or revised 

standard” 

proposed for 

adoption

February 

Specialist 

Commission 

reports

AND

GS docs

General Session resolutions and report
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WOAH

Specialist Commissions reports

 and WOAH General Session

Communication with Members

throughout the process 

Phase 1 - New work identified   

Phase 2 – Work starts

Phase 4 - Adoption 

Phase 3 – Commenting

and review 

Detailed process available on WOAH Website
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WOAH

Members:
✓ Elect Sp. Commissions
✓ Can propose experts for 

AHG/WG

Members:
✓ Adopt new or revised 

standards

And then, Members should:
✓ Implement standards 

into national legislation
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How Members and IOs can participate in the process? 

New requests      Members & IOs 

• Request new work, including a rationale and supporting evidence;

• Provide opinions on the prioritisation of work items;

• Provide relevant information or scientific evidence for consideration during development of relevant item.

Commenting on proposed new or revised texts   Members & IOs 

• Propose additional or alternative science-based amendments, including a rationale and supporting evidence; 

• Submit evidence-based concerns on potential challenges for the implementation of the proposed texts (e.g. national or 

regional level, production systems), including alternative amendments;

• Propose editorial amendments to improve the understanding or the meaning (in any of the three languages).

Adoption       Members

• Members can make interventions at the General Session to request changes to proposed amendments, express support or 

objections;

• If consensus is reached, the World Assembly of Delegates adopts the new or revised texts;

• If consensus is not reached, proposed text can return to the Commission for further work or exceptionally adoption could be 

subject to a vote.
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TAHSCSCADBSC

WGAHG

Public Website

AAHSC



Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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