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Overview of the country’s situation

& Halal slaughter rules are also subject to special control in Azerbaijan.
Principles such as these are included in this list:

¢ [tis important that the animal is healthy,

¢ [slamic slaughtering,

¢ Blood loss in its entirety,

¢ Maintaining food safety and hygiene standards.
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Regulatory framework and Competent Authority(ies)

* DECISION No. 19 OF THE BOARD OF THE FOOD SAFETY AGENCY OF
THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN - November 3, 2020

* "Veterinary-sanitary norms and rules for the operation of meat sales
enterprises”;

 "Veterinary-sanitary norms and rules for animal and poultry
slaughterhouses
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National animal welfare standards

Requirements for the location of slaughterhouses
Design and structure of slaughterhouses
Veterinary and sanitary norms and rules for the structure and equipment of slaughterhouses

Veterinary and sanitary norms and rules for the stages of slaughter and the process of
slaughter and primary processing

Requirements for the transportation of animals and birds to slaughterhouses
State veterinary control measures before and after slaughter
Requirements for the storage and transportation of food products of animal origin

List of equipment and reagents that must be available in the veterinary and sanitary
examination laboratory

https://e-ganun.az/framework/46825



https://e-qanun.az/framework/46825
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Training a competency of
slaughterhouse/abattoir personnel
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Implementation of the standards

Azerbaijan has made efforts to implement slaughter process
standards, but challenges remain in enforcement, training, and
infrastructure.

Strengthening regulations, enhancing training programs,
modernizing slaughterhouses, and balancing Halal requirements
with animal welfare principles are essential steps toward
improving slaughter practices in Azerbaijan.
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Monitoring and evaluation
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MONITORING RESULTS

 The Food Safety Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan (AFSA) regularly conducts control
measures to ensure that animal slaughterhouses in the country comply with regulatory
requirements. As part of these measures, monitoring is carried out to prevent illegal
animal slaughter and to establish modern slaughter facilities.

 From January 6 to 10, 2025, AFSA inspectors inspected 39 animal slaughter and meat
sales points in Baku and the Masalli, Lankaran, Agjabadi, and Barda reﬁions, identifying
several violations. Administrative measures were taken in response to the detected non-

compliance.

. Ensuring that animal slaughterhouses operate by veterinary and sanitary standards is
crucial for providing people with high-quality and safe animal-based food products and
preventing zoonotic diseases. For this purpose, AFSA has approved the "Veterinary-
Sanitary Norms and Rules for Animal and Poultry Slaughterhouses.” Control measures by
AFSA continue to prevent illegal animal slaughter activities and to bring existing
slaughterhouses in line with regulatory requirements.
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Conclusions - gaps/weaknesses or challenges

1. Lack of Strict Animal Welfare Regulations .

2. Inadequate Slaughterhouse Infrastructure e i

3. Religious and Traditional Practices i !
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4. Public Awareness and Consumer Demand =4 E@ﬂ

5. Environmental Impact € o TR MRS
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Conclusions - support requirements and next steps

*]1. Legal and Regulatory Improvements

2. Infrastructure and Equipment Upgrades
*4. Training and Awareness Programs

*5. Economic and Financial Support

*6. Research and Development )

Next Steps for Implementation &
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