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Western Balkans Veterinary Network for Animal Welfare

The Western Balkans Veterinary Network for Animal Welfare (WBVN) was founded in 2009 by the RSPCA and the 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Skopje, Macedonia. It provides a unique platform for the advancement of animal 
welfare through education, research and professional training. It facilitates closer collaboration between key 
stakeholders and combines the research capabilities of seven major universities in the region with leading animal 
welfare research centres in Western Europe.

The WBVN was established primarily to encourage and develop best practice in animal welfare amongst veterinary 
professionals. We work with a wide range of stakeholder organizations to achieve this goal. We envisage a future when 
the WBVN will grow to include a wide variety of bodies drawn from other public, professional and academic fields, 
such as animal welfare NGOs, local government and educational bodies.

The WBVN aims to translate and disseminate the latest information and publications from around the world on the areas 
of animal welfare that most interest our partners. We will also support the production of original research, materials and 
guidance on models of best practice already operating within the Western Balkans.
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http://www.wbvn.net/?q=node/1
http://www.rspca.org.uk/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/
http://www.awtraining.com/


Training of national trainers and 
development of training courses for

 animal welfare




Animal welfare centar UKIM 

Training of business operators and stakeholders (slaughter, farm animals and transport) – 
coordination and dissemination of information and resources;

Companion animals population management and stray dog control – develop a regional 
approach and share best practice;

Raising stakeholders awareness and engaging small scale farmers

Experimental animals – implementation and training;











Book of Rules  WELFARE  OF ANIMALS DURING  KILLING

Article 10
Level of competence

 Appropriate  level of competence 

  Personnel holding a certificate of competence, issued by an entity 
authorized by the competent authority, 

Competences for:

a) handling of animals and care of animals before they are restrained;
b) restraining animals for the purpose of stunning and/or killing;
c) stunning of animals;
d) assessment of the effectiveness of stunning;
e) hanging and lifting of animals;
f) bleeding of animals 
g) Religious slaughtering 

DEVELOPING TRAINING PROGRAM



Training:

    Describe and develop training program

    Set a standards for training activities, 

     Develop  training materials

     Produce guidelines on how to change attitudes
     (Education-based initiatives for the general public (e.g. information campaigns ect

 Dissemination activities :

     Developing & maintaining web portal

     Development of ‘Indicator Factsheets’ for welfare inspection purposes

     Development of  ‘Thematic Factsheets

















Aim: Practical aspects of 
- technical specifications for a livestock learige and design of premises 
- animal manipulation in the slaughterhouse 

✓ Learning outcomes:
Lairage design, (Capacity, Location, Premises for food and water, Space 
requirements, Ventilation, Nose level, Lighting, 

COURSE PROGRAM part 1/2 
       Understanding Stockmanship



Aim: Recognise  animal behavioural reactions to management and the 
resources  in context of :
- Design of premises
- Unloading
- Handling
- Consequences of mixing of animals

✓ Learning outcomes:
Recognise early behavioural signs of stress and distress: Vocalisation , 
Restlessness – high level of movement Unresponsiveness, Increased
excretion, Lying down in a new environment, Panting

COURSE ROGRAM part 2 COURSE PROGRAM part 1/2 
       Understanding animal welfare stress and distress



HANDLING PRINCIPLES
Management procedures




Aim: practical knowledge of different type of stunning/slaughter of 
animals 

✓ Learning outcomes:
Fixing the animals Fixing procedures, different types of animal fixation
Cattle slaughter/stunning
Sheep slaughter/ stunning
Pig slaughter/ stunning
Cattle/sheep slaughter without stunning
Bleeding the animals
Techniques of Assessing Successfully Stunning ( list of AB indicators)
Techniques of assessing the successful bleeding (list of AB indicators)

Animal welfare and meat quality/economical impact

COURSE PROGRAM part 3COURSE PROGRAM part 3 
       Understanding unconsciousness stuning and slaughter





76 certificate for competences for slaughtering farm animals

       8 certificate for competences for poultry slaughtering







Added value for the institutions

Curricular innovation

 Intensification of exchange of practice (extramural training )

Recognition and quality assurance arrangements

Support and integration with continuing education program

!   Dissemination and exploitation of results to be built with collaboration of stakeholders













CHALINGES

Competent authorities  dependent on sourcing for training externally, often from 
abroad ( TAIEX BTSF)

No  sustainable framework for the training of the trainers, training of 
stakeholders 

 Leakage of expertise

Programmes are not fully equipped with training materials, and they are not part 
of national programs for vocational training ? 













For this type of training 

accreditation of core curriculum 

is needed 

The instruction approach  can be developed on 
the basis of transfer of knowledge and best 
practices. 



Thank you for your attention !!!
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