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OBJECTIVE

to improve the welfare of farm animals during slaughter (including 
transport for slaughter) in selected member countries through the 
tailored,  training-the-trainers programme developed to support the 
implementation of the WOAH animal welfare standards.

SCOPE 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code 

Chapter 7.5 welfare of animals during slaughter

Chapter 7.3 Transport by land (when relevant)



LEARNING OUTCOMES

• Comprehend relevant scientific/technical information;

• Understand animal welfare, animal behaviour, animal handling 
techniques, animal welfare in transport, restraint, stunning, 
slaughter with stunning and without stunning;  

• Provide technical advice to veterinarians and technical staff at 
slaughterhouses on best practices during pre-slaughter and 
slaughter  

• Understand training techniques and effective structuring of 
training programmes

• Deliver training on animal welfare during  slaughter within the 
context of the WOAH standards

• Assist Competent Authorities in the implementation of the 
WOAH standards on slaughter 
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OIE regional network of experts on animal welfare during transport & slaughter
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1. Technical session 

Introduction to animal welfare
Behaviour of  farm animals 
Animal handling
Loading and transport of animals
Arrival to the slaughterhouse
Lairages, design and care for animals in lairages
Restraint 
Mechanical stunning and bleeding
Electrical stunning and bleeding
Gas stunning/killing of pigs 
Slaughter without stunning

Animal welfare and meat quality 



• 11 training modules 

(Power Point presentations) 

• Set of group work exercises

• Field visit to slaughterhouse 

• Technical Note:

on animal welfare during transport and slaughter  
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• Recapitulation of technical information

• Lectures on learning and training 

  (How people learn, learning objectives,

  how to develop training program)

• Preparation of training modules, 

 presentations with video recording  

 analysis of performance 

2. Training and learning 
session 
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3. Conference 
(Stakeholders Workshop)

•  1 – 2 days meeting

• Audience 

CA, VS, stakeholders, business 
operators, professional organizations, 
education bodies

• Trainers present selected topic

• Presenting technical aspects

• Final ‘test’ for trainers 

• Opportunity to engage stakeholders 



Training of Trainers

CASCADING TRANSFER OF KNOWLEDGE



FOUR ACTION AREAS

• review / update of the national veterinary legislation 

• initial education - the update of the national 
veterinary core curriculum

• workshops for veterinary inspectors at national, 
provincial and district levels, and the sustainable 
integration of this topic in the national programme of 
continuing education

• awareness of the business operators on their 
obligations



TOT LONG DISTANCE TRANSPORT BY LAND IN EUROPE 
ASSESSMENT OF POST WORKSHOPS ACTIVITIES 

Assessment based on a questionnaire:

1. General
 2 questions
2. Continuing education
 12 questions
3. Initial education
 4 questions
4. Legal framework
 2 questions
5. Business operators’ awareness 
 2 questions
6. Networking
 2 questions
7.  Tell your story



Follow up on cascading activities 



WOAH Regional workshop on animal welfare during slaughter 

11 - 12 February 2025, Tirana, Albania
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