
FVE Views on 
Animal Transport



Veterinarians know, care and contribute 3

• UEVP (Practitioners)
• UEVH (Hygienists – Public Health Officers)
• EASVO (Veterinary State Officers)
• EVERI (Education, Research, Industry)

46 national associations (1 observer) 
39 European countries
4 Sections 

THE FEDERATION OF VETERINARIANS OF EUROPE

FVE’s mission

The European veterinary profession, embodied by
FVE, enhances animal health, animal welfare, public
health and protect the environment by promoting the
veterinary profession.

Together with its members, FVE supports veterinarians in
delivering their professional responsibilities to the best
possible standards and ensures that veterinary
expertise is recognised and valued by society.



Introduction

The Federation of Veterinarians 

of Europe (FVE) has worked to 

improve the welfare of animals 

around transport for decades. 
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Guidelines for fitness for transport (2015-2018)
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Animal transport guides: 5 guides and 17 factsheets 
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-welfare/eu-animal-welfare-legislation/animal-welfare-during-transport/animal-transport-guides_en
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-welfare/eu-animal-welfare-legislation/animal-welfare-during-transport/animal-transport-guides_en


7



8



Key FVE Principles:

• Animals should be transported as 

little as possible. Rearing and 

slaughtering should occur near the 

point of origin.

• Long-term goal: Replace as much as 

possible live animal transport with 

carcasses, animal products, or genetic 

material.

• No exports to countries with lower 

welfare standards or banned systems.
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Animal transport is a ‘One Health’ issue: animal health, 
welfare, public and environmental health are interlinked! 

• Stress leads to animals to 

increased susceptibility

• Mixing: diseases transfer & spread

• AMR: Impact on antibiotic use and 

resistance 

• Environmental impact – CO2, but 

also e.g. contaminate bedding, etc
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Critical points

• Transport during hot periods

• Transport of vulnerable animals

• Long-distance transports

• Unclear responsibilities

• Transport at sea 

• Contingency planning 

• Sub-optimal trucks

• ... 
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New EC Proposal for a 
Regulation 

The Federation of Veterinarians of 

Europe (FVE) welcomes the current EC 

proposal to update animal transport 

regulations to align them with modern 

realities, scientific advice, and societal 

demands.
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Workforce distribution problems 

• 330 000 vets in Europe

• 72% work primarily with dogs and 

cats (& rapidly increasing)

• ~14% Public Service/government (3-

34%) 

• Mostly distribution problem

• Need to ensure we keep enough 

veterinarians in public service, VPH 

and working with farm animals 13



Enforcement and Capacity
Building

• Enhance capacity, resources and 

responsibilities of veterinary services, 

especially at border and control posts.

• Need veterinary presence at 

loading/unloading based on a ‘risk-

based’ approach•
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Conclusion

• FVE welcomes the EC proposal 

• To align with latest scientific evidence, especially regarding 

journey times, temperature and space allowances 

• Need to strengthen capacity and resources of veterinary 

services to improve implementation, training and enforcement.

• Better define responsibilities 

• Stricter rules for long-distance export to third countries to avoid 

animal suffering
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All positions on the FVE website
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CONTACT US

E-mail: info@fve.org

Website: https://fve.org/

WHERE WE ARE

Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE)

Rue Victor Oudart 7, B-1030 Brussels

mailto:info@fve.org
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