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The Virtual Learning Centers (VLCs) provide the platform
and infrastructure to develop and deliver tutored and open
access virtual learning courses.

Several courses are accredited by the Veterinary Continuing
Education in Europe (VetCEE) thus part of CPD programs.

VLC for Europe and Central Asia is active in supporting
virtual training on ASF and related topics.

• ASF preparedness courses (EN) (RS) (RU) (SP) (RO)

• African Swine Fever Introductory Course (EN), (FR) and 
(RS coming soon)

• Course on stamping out (EN) (RU)

Contact us under: reu-vlc@fao.org

Virtual Learning Center for Europe and Central Asia (VLC REU)

https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/mod/page/view.php?id=1
https://www.vetcee.eu/vetcee
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc4907en
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/mod/page/view.php?id=6593
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/enrol/index.php?id=153
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/veterinarians-take-virtual-training-to-fight-transboundary-animal-diseases/en
mailto:reu-vlc@fao.org


Standing Group of Experts on African swine fever in Europe
18-19 September 2024, North Macedonia

ASF: FAO activities in Europe

ASF Preparedness course in Romanian language April – May 2024

Curs de Pregătire pentru Pestă Porcină Africană în Limba Română

• Supported under FAO/EBRD project

• Participants from Romania and Moldova

• Both official and private veterinarians

• 144 participants completed the course (132 Romania and 14 
Moldova)

Virtual Learning Center for Europe and Central Asia (VLC REU)

https://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/news-archive/detail-news/en/c/1696510
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Latest materials on ASF

What hunters need to know about African swine 
fever and biosecurity measures during huntingTemplate for a control and eradication plan for African 

swine fever in wild boar

Translated into Russian
Translated in Bulgarian, Romanian, Russian and 
Serbian. On-going: Albanian and Macedonian

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc2255en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc2255en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en?details=cc2263en%2f
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en?details=cc2263en%2f
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Educational videos on ASF field surveillance operations

Already available on FAO’s YouTube channel:

• Sampling of live domestic pigs

• Clinical examination of live domestic pigs

• Packaging of ASF suspect samples for national transport

Available soon:

• Sampling of dead pig in the field to rule out ASF

• Currently subtitling to Serbian, Bulgarian, Romanian, Albanian, 
Macedonian and Russian are in the pipeline.

https://youtu.be/pVWO0eVvCz0
https://youtu.be/GpkjPUAHOo4
https://youtu.be/CwwkWsQ-XHc


Standing Group of Experts on African swine fever in Europe
18-19 September 2024, North Macedonia

ASF: FAO activities in Europe

Target countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia.

Planned impact: Improved and protected livelihoods against 
ASF in targeted countries of the Western Balkans.

Timeline: August 2023 – February 2025

Parallel SFERA project with similar objectives in Kosovo1

TCPE: Emergency Response to ASF outbreak in the Western Balkans (TCP/RER/3907)

1 As per United Nations Security Council resolution 1244
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Community ASF Biosecurity Interventions (CABI) in Western Balkans

• Piloted in the Philippines by FAO RAP

• Focuses on backyard / small-producers using participatory 
approach to improve ASF knowledge and farm biosecurity

• Protocol for Western Balkans is ready. Will be shared with 
National Project Coordinators.

Key features of implementation phase:

• Individual farm level assessments

• Community trainings

• Biosecurity intervention packages for backyards / smallholders

• Monitoring changes / progress

TCPE - OUTPUT 1 - Better prevention against ASF in the Western Balkan countries 

https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/3d7fbdd1-9c5c-4df3-8aab-f15c99f4cd02/content
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TCPE – OUTPUT 2 - Strengthening knowledge of the pig sector on impact of ASF

Outbreak Costing Tool – OutCosT

• Joint effort with the Autonomous University of Barcelona

• Launched in April 2022 as a new FAO corporate tool

• Excel-based

• Livestock species-specific

• Dynamic tool in continuous development

• Actual epidemics or hypothetical scenarios 

• Validated with real outbreak data

• Allows also a simple qualitative assessment of indirect costs

• Available online

• Completed in Bulgaria, Romania and Serbia in Q4 2023 and Q1 2024

• Starting with Montenegro, Albania and North Macedonia
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https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/faoweb/animal-health/OutCosT_PIG.xlsx
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Regional Workshop on Outbreak Investigation for ASF and Basic 
Applied Epidemiology

• Held in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 21 – 24 May 2024

• Attended by 18 participants from the region

• Learning objectives focused on risk factors for ASF, surveillance 
strategy, outbreak investigation and data analysis

• Training was well received. Potential for further work.

TCPE - OUTPUT 3 - Capacity of the first responders on control against ASF improved

Trainings on ASF control and improve 
control capacity
• Training focuses on improving 

capacity in stamping out of pig 
farms based on previous trainings 
delivered.

• Prioritizing: Albania, Montenegro 
and Kosovo1

• In addition, support  with 
equipment (procurement ongoing)

https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/in-the-western-balkans--fao-builds-capacity-in-investigating-outbreaks-of-african-swine-fever/en
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/in-the-western-balkans--fao-builds-capacity-in-investigating-outbreaks-of-african-swine-fever/en
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TCPE - OUTPUT 4 - Capacity for ASF detection and control in wild boar in the focus countries improved

@Mark Hovari

Training of Hunters on ASF and hunting biosecurity

• Three one-day trainings were organized between 10 – 16 July 2024 
in Kosovo1, attended by 71 hunters and hunting ground managers

• Five on-day trainings are planned between October – December 
2024 in Serbia for hunting ground managers and hunters on ASF in 
wild boar and hunting biosecurity. A total of 100 participants are 
expected.

• Results of the hunting ground biosecurity assessments (tool 
developed by FAO) will be highlighted to stakeholders.

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0817/11/12/1466
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0817/11/12/1466
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TCPE - OUTPUT 5 - Regional coordination of ASF prevention and control strengthened in the WB countries

© FLI

Coordination

• Coordination with National Project Coordinators (NPCs) and liaisons

• Participation at Global and Regional events related to ASF and output 
topics

• Meetings with ADWEB II project members and other institution 
working in the Balkans



Thank you for your attention!
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