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A regional needs assessment exercise was conducted in the frame 2021-
2023 Action Plan, with the aim to:
• identify priorities and needs, including VS preparedness and capacity 

levels, geographical scope and possible disaster scenarios in Europe;
• plan the next WOAH Platform activities on this topic. 

Within this context, a survey on the levels of  “Veterinary Services’  
preparedness  for dealing  with animal welfare  emergencies  during 
natural disasters “ has been  distributed to the  53 WOAH European  
Members during the second trimester of 2021, in collaboration with the 
LINCOLN MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY.
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An outstanding number of participants….

Completed Not Completed

92 % 
Completion of 
Survey
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Q5 - Is animal welfare in disaster events incorporated 
into your national/regional/local regulatory 

framework?

Yes No

52 % 
Incorporated 
Animal Welfare
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Q7 - Is there a Competent Authority that has the legal 
responsibility to manage animal welfare emergencies 

during natural disasters?

Yes No Limited

62% Yes
6% No
25% Limited
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Q10 - Is animal welfare in natural disaster events 
incorporated in your National Disaster Management 

and Risk Reduction plan?

Yes No

60% Yes, incorporated
40% No



7Title of presentation Chapter title DateQ11 - Please indicate the species/types of animals your National 
Disaster Management and Risk Reduction plan covers.

Livestock 48 %

Wildlife 19 %Companion Animals 35%

Zoo and Aquatic 21 % Lab Animals 17 %

Others 10 %



8Title of presentation Chapter title DateQ12 - Do your Veterinary Services have specific contingency 
plans to prepare for and respond to animal welfare issues in 
different natural disasters?

Flood Fire Earthquake
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Yes No

33% Yes
67% No

Q12 - Do your Veterinary Services have specific 
Contingency Plans to prepare for and respond to animal 
welfare issues in different natural disasters?
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Q15 - Do your Veterinary Services have Standard 
Operating Procedures to prepare for and respond to 

animal welfare issues in natural disasters?

Yes No Limited

Yes              17%
No             52%
Limited     30%
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Yes No

27% Yes
73% No

Q16 - Do your Veterinary Services train for animal welfare 
emergencies during natural disasters?
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Yes No

15% Yes
85% No

Q18 - Have your Veterinary Services conducted simulation 
exercises for animal welfare emergencies during natural 
disasters?
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Q27 - What existing international guidelines on animal welfare 
emergencies during natural disasters are you aware of?

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

OIE DM Guideline

OIE Simulation Exercise

FAO GEMP

Livestock Emergency Guidelines

Guidelines

Livestock Emergency Guidelines Standards 
(LEGS)

FAO Good Emergency Management Practices 
(GEMP)

WOAH Simulation Exercise

WOAH Disaster Management &Risk Reduction
Guidelines



14Title of presentation Chapter title Date

Q40 - What are the major gaps or shortages in animal welfare 
in disaster preparedness and response?

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

Legal Authority

Trained Personnel

Secure Laboratory Capacity

Equipment/supplies

Reporting authority/capacity

Budget/resources

Surveillance systems

Forensic/attribution capacity

Other

Gaps Identified

1. Budget
2. Trained personnel
3. Equipment/supplies
4. Legal authority



15Title of presentation Chapter title Date

Training-Live and On-line
47

Guidance- Legislation Support

Country Collaboration-Mutual Support 

40

34
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TAKE HOME MESSAGE

The finalization of the 2021-203 Action Plan’s activities on disaster management 
should be seen as a starting point for the widest implementation of the 
WOAH Guidelines on Disaster Management and Risk Reduction in the 
region.

Other initiatives of this kind have been included in the 2024-2026 Action Plan, but 
Veterinary Services should maintain a proactive attitude toward 
contingency planning with an all-hazard, “One-Health” oriented approach 
and be prepared where communities and animals have fewer resources to be 
prepared for, respond to, and recover from different types of disasters.



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France
T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49
F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int
www.woah.org

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
LinkedIn
YouTube
Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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