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"First OIE regional workshop on the role of 
Veterinary Services on animal welfare in natural 
disasters for Balkan countries“
November 26-27, 2018

Hosted by the lstituto Zooprofilattico 
Sperimentale dell' Abruzzo e del Molise - OIE 
Collaborating Centre for Veterinary Training, 
Epidemiology, Food Safety and Animal Welfare  
Teramo, Italy

The OIE CCs agreed on the proposal to form an 
'OIE network on veterinary emergencies' with the 
attached Terms of Reference.
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Dear Dr Eloit,

Since its establishment, the lstituto 
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell' Abruzzo e 
del Molise - OIE Collaborating Centre for 
Veterinary Training, Epidemiology, Food 
Safety and Animal Welfare - has been actively 
working to establish and maintain a network 
with other OIE Collaborating Centres in order 
to exchange knowledge, best practices and 
expertise and to  support  .the  capacity  
building  process  of  OIE  Member  
Countries.
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As you are aware of, on November 26-27, IZSAM has 
hosted a meeting held during the "First OIE regional 
workshop on the role of Veterinary Services on animal 
welfare in natural disasters for Balkan countries", of the 
three OIE Collaborating Centres working in the area of 
emergency and disaster management:

OIE CC for Reduction of the Risk of Disasters in Animal 
Health (CENSA, Cuba); 
OIE CC on Veterinary Training, Epidemiology, Food Safety 
and Animal Welfare (Teramo, Italy)
OIE CC for Biological Threat Reduction (IIAD, Texas A and 
M, USA).

The meeting was chaired by Dr Keith Hamilton, from the
OIE HQs.
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EmVetNet Action Plan 2020-2024

1. To provide technical advice and support for training, 
exercising, and evaluation across the emergency management 
cycle for all hazards, and to facilitate multidisciplinary approaches; 

2. To exchange and share knowledge on best practices 
(including models and case studies e.g., model legislation, 
contingency/emergency plans, communication); 

3. To make recommendations on research needs to support 
veterinary emergency management; 

4. To identify, cooperate and coordinate with stakeholders 
(Member Countries, NGOs, public health, private sector) and seek 
to extend and diversify the network; 

5. To support operational activities e.g. OIE, Tripartite (WHO, 
OIE, FAO), GOARN, or EMC response missions. 
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EmVetNet works throughout the Emergency 
Management Cycle

Training, Education, Consultation, Workshops, 
Networking, References, Mutual Support, Research

Training, Consultation, Networking, References

Consultation, Workshops, Networking, Mutual 
Support, References, Research

Training, Education, Consultation, Workshops, 
Networking, References, Research
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• IIAD, CENSA, and IZSAM 
mobilized to provide 
support to the Bahamas, 
specifically the Grand 
Bahamas and Abacos 
islands, after Hurricane 
Dorian (September 2019).

• 2019 
• Hurricane Dorian

• EmVetNet has provided consultation associated with multiple disasters
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• EmVetNet has provided consultation associated with multiple disasters

• 2020 harbor explosion
• Beirut Lebanon
 IZSAM led coordination

 and provided lab support

 CENSA provided project

  revision

 IIAD pursued USAID

 funding 



11Title of presentation Chapter title Date

OFFICIAL

La Soufriere Volcano Caribbean 2020
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• EmVetNet has provided consultation associated with multiple 
disasters

• 2022 War in Ukraine
• IFAW
• United States Department of 
• Agriculture
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Floods Libya 2023
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• EmVetNet has provided consultation associated with multiple 
disasters.

• 2024 Wildfires Chili South America

Veterinarians and volunteers collaborate to treat to 
animals that survived Chile's deadly wildfires in early 
February [Charis McGowan/Al Jazeera
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Technical assistance

• IIAD, CENSA, and IZSAM represented the animal health sector at OIE, WHO, and 
FAO meetings aiming at strengthening international frameworks for 
emergency preparedness (2019- 2020)

• IIAD have taken on a project to assess the vulnerability of the animal health 
sector to agro-crime and agro-terrorism (2019-2020)

• IIAD and CENSA supported the OIE ad hoc group on veterinary emergencies to 
draft guidance on simulation exercises (2019-2020)
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Technical assistance
• IZSAM provides scientific and technical support to the second Action Plan of 

the OIE Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe (2017-2019) addressing the 
welfare of animals in disasters

• IIAD, CENSA and IZSAM participation to OIE Workshop on Approaches to 
Improve Sustainable Management of Animal Health Emergencies (Paris, 26‐27 
November 2019)
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Research Surveys

2022 – WOAH Europe Region
 91% Response Rate
 Thanks!

2024-   CARIBvet Caribbean 
Region
 In process
2024-   WOAH Asia-Pacific 
Region
 Planning phase
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• All of the EmVetNet members have contributed to the development of the WOAH 
online Emergency and Disaster Management course 
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Expert Consultant List

Lincoln Memorial University College of Veterinary Medicine recruited summer research students
whom catalogued over 1200 animal welfare related reports and provided 64 report narratives for 
the working group.

https://bulletin.woah.org/?p=15661
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1. Expert list



COVID-19 AW WG Contributors
The Power of Networking 
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The first OIE regional workshop on the 
role of Veterinary Services on animal 
welfare in natural disasters for Balkan 
countries. 
26 – 28 November 2018 – Teramo, Italy)

Meetings and Workshops 

The second OIE regional workshop on 
the role of Veterinary Services on 
animal welfare in natural disasters for 
Balkan countries (28-30 October 2019 
– Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

The third OIE regional workshop on the role of Veterinary 
Services on animal welfare in natural disasters for Balkan 
countries (9 – 11 November 2021 – online workshop)

https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-first-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-first-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-first-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-first-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-first-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-first-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/Events/third-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries-2/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/Events/third-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries-2/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/Events/third-oie-regional-workshop-on-the-role-of-veterinary-services-on-animal-welfare-in-natural-disasters-for-balkan-countries-2/
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All EmVetNet Collaborating Centers participated including as:
moderators, workshop facilitators, and presentations

Paris, France, 3-5 April 2023
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WOAH Platform Action 
Plans’ bridging workshop 
on Disaster Management 
and Risk Reduction

17 – 18 January 2024 

Lisbon, Portugal
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Roster Expert Lists
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Emergency 
and Disaster 
Management

Reference Project



Disaster and Emergency Management Resources for Veterinary Services
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The Future

Prediction is very difficult, 
Niels Bohr

especially if it's about the future.
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EmVetNet Future
Disasters impacting animal welfare and emergency 

management will continue at an increasing rate.
WOAH EmVetNet will continue to contribute to National 

Veterinary Services capacity to prepare for and respond to 
disasters.

CENSA Cuba will lead EmVetNet as Secretariat January 2025
New Action Plan for 2025-2029

Request for or establishment for Emergency Management 
Network Contact Points

Your Veterinary Service can participate
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12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France
T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49
F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int
www.woah.org

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
LinkedIn
YouTube
Flickr

Thank you

Disclaimer:  The concepts are from Gary Vroegindewey 
and are not specifically the policy of any entity.. 

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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