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Impact on BSE risk status applications

Past Provisions New Provisions

Emphasis on a feed ban to mitigate against the 
risk of recycling and amplification. 

Two pathways to determine a BSE risk status: (a) 
negligible risk of exposure due to local livestock 
industry practices or (b) appropriate mitigation 
of risk factors. 
Ruminant-derived protein meal should not have 
been fed to ruminants regardless of the pathway. 

Atypical BSE cases did not impact a Member’s 

BSE risk status. 

Atypical BSE cases still does not impact a 

Member’s BSE risk status, These animals should 

not enter the feed or food chain. 

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/06/chapitre-bse-a.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_bse.htm#:~:text=BOVINE%20SPONGIFORM%20ENCEPHALOPATHY-,Article,-11.4.1.


Impact on BSE risk status applications

Past Provisions New Provisions

An exposure assessment should be conducted if a 
risk factor is identified by the entry assessment. 

An assessment of the likelihood of the cattle 
population being exposed to the BSE agents (classical 
or atypical) should be performed regardless of the 
outcome of the entry assessment.

The duration to be covered by the risk assessment, 
surveillance and other activities (awareness, 
notification, laboratory examination) is either 7 or 8 
years. 

The duration for which surveillance, awareness, 
notification and laboratory examination have been 
conducted prior to official recognition of a BSE risk 
status is now aligned with the duration for which the 
BSE risk has been negligible. 

Points-based surveillance system. 

Active surveillance in risk groups (fallen stock and 

casualty slaughter) and in healthy slaughters.  

Target points achieved in maximum 7 years. 

Surveillance targeted to bovines on the clinical 
spectrum for BSE.

✓ Awareness and training programmes.
✓ Compulsory notification of BSE.
✓ Laboratory testing.
✓ Evaluation process for identification and reporting 

of target cattle for BSE surveillance.



Impact on BSE risk status applications: Starting date

• Date from which the risk of BSE agents being recycled within 
the bovine population could be considered negligible.

• The starting date can be estimated as follows: 

• For Members and zones with negligible BSE risk status: at 
least 8 years prior to the year of official recognition by 
WOAH

• For Members and zones with a controlled BSE risk status: 
at least from the year of official recognition by WOAH.

• Publication by WOAH of the official disease status with regard 
to BSE and year of recognition (agreement from Delegates).

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/bovine-spongiform-encephalopathy/#ui-id-2

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/bovine-spongiform-encephalopathy/#ui-id-2


Impact on BSE risk status applications: Starting date

Born during the period when 

the risk of recycling BSE is 

negligible 

Born before the period when 

the risk of recycling BSE is 

negligible 

Bovines and commodities pose a different risk regarding BSE

Starting date
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Annual reconfirmation form 2024 (1)

Reporting period of 12 months.

Update of the risk assessment 
annually + submit to WOAH.

Questions on changes in legislation, 
industry practices (including auditing 
practices) or import requirements (no 
table).

Report imports of commodities (table).

Guidance on supporting information 
requested according to response provided

https://www.woah.org/en/document/a_annual_reconfirmation_bse/


Annual reconfirmation form 2024 (2)

Surveillance results (table), awareness
programmes, documentation, etc.

Any atypical or classical BSE cases?

Changes in epidemiological situation?

For this year: any changes in legislation
or surveillance following the adoption 
of new standards?

Guidance on necessary supporting
information according to selected response

https://www.woah.org/en/document/a_annual_reconfirmation_bse/
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BSE surveillance guidelines

 BSE General Information webpage

In response to Members requests

Active surveillance → Targeted surveillance; cattle on the BSE clinical spectrum

Scientific Commission recommended WOAH to develop surveillance guidelines

Development and review process

Drafting of the guidelines

Peer-review process by BSE ad hoc Group experts and Scientific Commission 
(February 2023)

BSE Surveillance Guidelines available on the BSE General Information webpage

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/bovine-spongiform-encephalopathy/#ui-id-1
https://www.woah.org/en/disease/bovine-spongiform-encephalopathy/#ui-id-1


BSE surveillance guidelines

•

•

•

•

•

•

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy aka BSE- WOAH
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/07/ang-book-bse-guidelines-07072023-final.pdf

https://www.woah.org/en/disease/bovine-spongiform-encephalopathy/#ui-id-1
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/07/ang-book-bse-guidelines-07072023-final.pdf
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Suspension and Recovery

•

•

Official Disease Status - WOAH - World Organisation for Animal Health 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/official-disease-status/
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Delisting of atypical BSE: impact on reporting

• Cases of atypical BSE are no longer required to be reported to 
WOAH (classical BSE must be reported to WOAH through WAHIS).

• Cases of atypical BSE, and their management, must be described in 
Members’ annual reconfirmation forms > need to document 
measures in place to prevent recycling of the BSE agent.



• For more information please contact: 
disease.status@woah.org

• Terrestrial Code 
 
• SCAD reports

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:disease.status@woah.org
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_selfdeclaration_BSE.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/scientific-commission/#ui-id-3
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