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https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/news/have-you-met-donkey-sanctuary
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What is WESLI?
Working Equid Standards Library of Information.

• Information to support the implementation 
of the WOAH Ch. 7.12 - Working Equids

• 10 front pages – summary of each topic

• Library behind includes resources from all 
four of the ICWE organisations

• Note: elements of these resources may 
go beyond the scope of the standards



Where is WESLI?

• Hosted on the ICWE website

• icweworkingequids.org – ICWE

https://www.icweworkingequids.org/
../Dog_Tease.wmv




















WESLI:

open access



Work available at: https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare/platform-

conclusions_en#equidae

EU Platform on Animal Welfare, VI on the Welfare of Equids:
Current active members and observers

Member States

• Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Greece, Malta, Netherlands, 
Poland, Portugal, Ireland and Spain

Business and professional organisations

• Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) via FEEVA, International 
Society for Equitation Science (ISES), European Horse Network (EHN)

Civil society organisations
• Animal’s Angels, Eurogroup for Animals, World Horse Welfare, The Donkey 

Sanctuary

Academia/independent expert

• Joe Collins (Chair, Ireland), Michela Minero (University of Milano, Italy)
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare/platform-conclusions_en#equidae
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare/platform-conclusions_en#equidae


Work of the Voluntary Initiative

✔ Available in 10+ languages

✔ Feed, accommodation, exercise, 
health care, handling & training, 
equipment, end-of-life etc.

✔ 7 factsheets based on the Horse Guide

✔ Infectious disease & biosecurity

✔ Hoof care

✔ Water

✔ Turnout – shelter & pasture

✔ Stable – indoor housing

✔ Social interaction & comfort behaviour

✔ Feed

Guide to good animal welfare practices for the keeping, care, training and use of horses



Donkey Guide and Factsheets

• Guide – keeping, care, training and use of donkeys 
and donkey hybrids – 8 languages

• 8 factsheets in total: 
• Accommodation
• End of life
• Feed & water
• Handling & training
• Hoof care
• Welfare assessment
• Transport
• Working & production donkeys

• Based on the Donkey Guide + new/updated 
information

• QR code links to the Donkey Guide



Tourism Working Group
• Build upon the tourism guide: good vs. bad practice

• Produce a single sheet ‘flyer’, for use in the field

• Highly visual, minimal text, accessible to all!









How to ensure that tools
lead to good welfare outcomes?

 
Can ONLY manage what you measure!

 Robust animal identification

 Traceability – from ‘cradle to grave’

 Tracking of change of ownership = responsibility

Buy-in to standards – carrots!

Legislation & enforcement – sticks!



Thank you for listening!
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