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to improve animal welfare in all 53 countries of Europe 

and empower Veterinary Services to take action on 

animal welfare in compliance with 

WOAH standards
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Update on recent developments on 

animal welfare during slaughter in the 

context of a proposed revision of 

WOAH standards
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27 
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Members 

37
Participants 

for 
WOAH National Animal Welfare Focal Points in Europe
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Terrestrial Animal Health Code

Chapter 7.5 

ANIMAL WELFARE 

DURING SLAUGHTER
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Glossary 

 

 

Terrestrial 

Animal 

Health 

Code
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This chapter applies to the slaughter in 
slaughterhouses/abattoirs 

free-moving animals such as ruminants, camelids, equids and pigs

animals in containers  such as rabbits and most poultry species

• identifies hazards to animal welfare during slaughter and 
provides recommendations for 

Arrival and unloading

Lairage

Handling

Restraint

Stunning and bleeding. 

• provides animal-based measures to assess the level of  
welfare and recommends remedial and corrective actions 
to be applied, when necessary.

Chapter 7.5 

ANIMAL WELFARE 
DURING SLAUGHTER
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Chapter 7.5 

ANIMAL WELFARE 
DURING 
SLAUGHTER

Stunning and bleeding



Development of e-resources 

on slaughter of animals

Concept note



eLearning: 

The welfare of 
animals during 
slaughter

THE TARGET

VS staff involved in 
official control of 
animal welfare at 
slaughter  

(intermediate level: 
Day 2)

THE NEED

Implement the 
WOAH standards on 
the welfare of 
animals during 
slaughter 
(Chapter 7.5 of the TAHC)

THE EXPECTED IMPACT

VS produce adequate
legislation, regulation, 
and education for the 
appropriate 
implementation of the 
Chapter 7.5 of the TAHC

VS carry out official 
controls for the effective
implementation of the 
Chapter 7.5 of the TAHC

THE MAIN LEARNING 
OUTCOMES

Apply animal welfare 
and animal behaviour
principles to the 
slaughter process

Assess (1) the welfare of 
animals during slaughter 
and pre-slaughter, (2) 
the facility, (3) the AW 
plan, (4) the operating 
procedures, and (5) the 
appropriateness and 
efficiency of restraint, 
stunning, and killing 
methods and 
equipments

Transform the provisions
of Chapter 7.5 into
inputs for national 
legislation and 
regulations

Implement a national 
control programme



eLearning: The welfare of animals during slaughter

DURATION
4-5 hours

FORMAT
Orientation entry test

Interactive learner-centred approach

Final assessment

Competency badge

LANGUAGE
English

French

Spanish
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4th Action Plan for 2024 – 2026
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