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to improve animal welfare in all 53 countries of Europe 

and empower Veterinary Services to take action on 

animal welfare in compliance with 

WOAH standards







Role of Veterinary Services on Animal 

Welfare in natural disasters 

Pilot approach on natural disaster 

preparedness for Balkan countries

Awareness

 Knowledge 

Preparedness 

Commitment 

Collaboration /Coordination 

Developing 
Veterinary Services Contingency Plan 
with focus on animal welfare issues



Online Stakeholders’ Consultation:

the role of Veterinary Services on 

animal welfare in natural disasters

in Europe

Appreciative Inquiry

Mapping and prioritizing competencies

Developing guidance documents and tools

Supporting workshops/simulation exercises

Knowledge and experience  transfer

Supporting coordination mechanisms



World Organisation for 
Animal Health Members’ 
Capacity to Deal With Animal 
Welfare Emergencies During 
Natural Disasters in Europe

DOI: 10.1017/dmp.2023.167

60%  animal welfare in natural disaster incorporated 
National Disaster Management and Risk Reduction plan

33% Veterinary Services have specific Contingency 
Plans to prepare for and respond to animal welfare 
issues in different natural disasters

52% - animal welfare in disasters 
incorporated in a legal framework 

62%  Competent Authorities  has legal 
responsibility to manage animal welfare 
emergencies during natural disasters

Survey:

http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/dmp.2023.167


Vroegindewey, G., Gruszynski, K., Handler, D., Grudnik, T., Balbo, R., & Dalla Villa, P. (2023). World 
Organization for Animal Health Members’ capacity to deal with animal welfare emergencies during 
natural disasters in Europe. Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness, 1-26. 
doi:10.1017/dmp.2023.167

WOAH Platform Action Plans’ bridging  workshop 
on Disaster Management and Risk Reduction

Lisbon (Portugal), 16-18 January, 2024



WOAH Platform Action Plans’ 

workshop on 

Disaster Management and Risk Reduction

January 2024, Lisbon

Key  objectives 

• review Members’ capacity to 

develop Veterinary Services 

Contingency Plans

• awareness of importance

multi-hazard response 

frameworks and operational 

protocols in selected scenarios 

• Identify objectives and desired 

outcomes of the next activities 

14 
Countries 

40
Participants 





On-Line Regional Meeting on DMRR for Europe

September 2024 ( Q3/4 - TBC ) - 53 WOAH Members targeted

•To inform the participants about the WOAH HQ  current engagement in DMRR 
at Regional level
• To present the objectives  of the EmVetNet 5 years action plan and take 

stock of the past and current initiatives taken
• To discuss the approach adopted following to WOAH Members' request for 

assistance to veterinary emergencies



On-Line Regional Meeting 
on DMRR for Europe
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• Guidance documents 

• WOAH members experience 

• Global Conference emergency 

management

• Agro-crime and agro-terrorism

• Network for Veterinary 

Emergencies

Civil Protection Village 

exhibition space

WOAH exhibition stand:

• raise awareness within civil protection 
community

• exploring opportunities for 
collaboration

European 
Civil 
Protection 
Forum 2024

Global and Platform activities

• Pilot project VS-CP

• Regional needs assessment

• Planned activities

• WOAH members experience
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Civil Protection Village 

exhibition space

WOAH exhibition stand:

• raise awareness within civil protection 
community

• exploring opportunities for 
collaboration

• 39 conversations
- National Civil protection services

- NGO

- Governmental agencies 

- Academia 

- Business 

- International organisation 

- EU bodies  

- Having vet in family 

European 
Civil 
Protection 
Forum 2024
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DEVELOPMENT 
OF ANIMAL 
WELFARE 

STANDARDS

DEVELOPMENT 
OF ANIMAL 
WELFARE 

STANDARDS

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/development-of-animal-welfare-standards/

❑

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare/development-of-animal-welfare-standards/
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