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Better Training for Safer Food - BTSF

• What is BTSF?

• Better Training for Safer Food (BTSF) is a European Commission training 
initiative to improve the knowledge and implementation of EU rules 
covering food safety, plant, animal and One Health.
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Better Training for Safer Food - BTSF

What are the BTSF main objectives?

• Maintaining a high level of consumer protection and food safety, plant, animal and One Health.

• Promoting a harmonised approach to the operation of Union and national control systems.

• Creating a level playing field for all food business operators.

• Enhancing trade of safe food, animals and plants, and their products.

• Ensuring fair trade with third countries and in particular developing countries.
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Better Training for Safer Food - BTSF

• Training is usually organised by external contractors who design and 
deliver the courses using subject matter experts in close cooperation with 
DG SANTE technical units and deliver it through:

• Workshops: a group of participants (usually not more than 30) from 
several countries meet in one location to receive training and take part in 
practical exercises and group discussions.

• Sustained training missions (STMs): a group of participants (10-15) from 
one, or a regional grouping of countries, receive training on a specific 
subject delivered by one or two subject matter experts.

• eLearning in BTSF ACADEMY: individuals take part in self-paced on-line 
learning including self-assessment exercises throughout the course. 
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Better Training for Safer Food - BTSF

• Who can participate in BTSF training?

• BTSF EU: training is designed for staff of competent authorities in Member 
States involved in official control activities to keep them up to date with all 
aspects of Union law in the areas specified above and to ensure that 
controls are carried out in a uniform, objective and satisfactory manner.

• BTSF non EU: it is also essential that non-EU countries, and in particular 
developing countries, are familiar with EU import requirements and, 
where it exists, can avail of EU support.  

• They address three world regions: Africa and the European Neighbourhood
Policy (ENP) countries; South and Central America and the Caribbean; and 
Asia and the Pacific.
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Better Training for Safer Food - BTSF

• The BTSF ACADEMY Library consists of a collection of learning materials 
produced during the implementation of the training activities within the 
BTSF Initiative. These can be found in the individual thematic course 
folders accessible from the home page and typically contain video 
recordings of the training sessions, presentations, documents, links to 
external resources, etc.

• The purpose of the BTSF ACADEMY Library is to assist officials to further 
disseminate the accumulated knowledge and learning materials developed 
for over 120 thematic courses in the BTSF initiative.
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Better Training for Safer Food - BTSF

• BTSF National Contact Points coordinate BTSF participation and liaise with 
the Commission services and contractors. They are designated for EU 
Member States, enlargement and neighbourhood countries, and some 
non-EU countries.

• The European Commission sets the policy and strategy for BTSF including 
the BTSF ACADEMY and monitors its implementation. 

• At the moment are available more than 40 trainings
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https://better-training-for-safer-food.ec.europa.eu/training/mod/data/view.php?id=43


Better Training for Safer Food – BTSF…..main topics
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BTSF…..not only food safety but also animal health
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Next BTSF on Animal Health Law
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Fish, mollusc and 
crustacean diseases



BTSF….you’re welcome, please visit the EU official website.
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Any questions? Thanks
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