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The journey began:
Georgia 2007



Cleaning and disinfection in a semi-commercial 
infected farm 



ASF: what did we know? 

• Highly contagious infection;

• Fatality rate 40-50% of infected animals;
•
• Essential role of ticks;

• Seropositive individuals continuous or intermittent spreaders;

• Chronic – seropositive animals

• Epidemiological reservoir: large populations of domestic pigs reared
in the absence of biosecurity;

• Wild boar: epiphenomenon of infection in domestic pigs; 



Not many stars

still convinced that
the wild boar was not

particularly
important: 

a victim of the 
infection

in the domestic pig



EFSA, 2010
Map centred on Russia with possible
entry ways into the EU by wild boar
In the red circle the most at risk 

Moderate risk of endemic persistence in WB populations



Epidemic waves 

Endemic area 
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ASF in wild boar epidemiological picture observed in the field



Result: large endemic areas 
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If the epidemic wave was not halted, there would be no end to it





Czech Republic, Zlin area: the first success
an electric fence with an overall strategy 
for wild boar and ASF management 

June 2017



Photos and commentary by Alain Licoppe, Walloon Forestry Service

September
2018
EUVET mission 
in Belgium
Sketch scenario 
during the final
meeting





Sweden:
taking advantage of the 
local situation 

September 2023

EUVET 2023



It is pleonastic
to realise that

not every ASF 
in wild boar
infectd area 
can be fenced, 
especially the 
larger
endemic areas

Map generated by WOAH site for an imprecise period



Project EU, DEFEND
If an excellent vaccine is not available (100% 
efficacy, >6 months duration of immunity) 

vaccination alone does not lead to eradication; 



Hovewer, depending on the characteristics of the vaccine (even a bad one) and by modulating
the vaccination campaigns accordingly, and by appropriately managing the infected
wild boar population, it is possible to achieve very good eradication probabilities

Vaccination, like fences, is a tool but suitable for large endemic areas. 
The future is upon us
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Thank you and don't get too
involved with the ASF in wild boar
...otherwise.......
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