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The overall aim of the National African Swine Fever Disease 

Surveillance Program is to provide a comprehensive framework 

according to the different components of African Swine Fever 

surveillance, the requirements and tasks related to the roles of all 

public and private veterinary service structures as well as other 

actors, in adaptation to the different pig breeding systems and 

the presence of wild boars in our country for the prevention and 

early detection of the African Swine Fever virus.

PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM



OBJECTIVES OF PROGRAM:

a. Monitoring of the epidemiological situation in the region and prompt notification of the risk of ASF entering in our country;

b. Taking protective measures to prevent the entry of the African swine fever disease into our country;

c. Early detection of the virus in farms and pig breeding establishments in our country;

d. Early detection of the virus in wild boars in our country;

e. Reporting and communication in time of the occurrence of African swine fever disease in our country;

f. Continuous collection and analysis of animal health information and timely dissemination of information so that action can be 
taken;

g. Realization of awareness campaigns for all interested parties;

h. Meetings/trainings with official and private veterinarians on the field, hunters, forest management bodies and transport operators.

          



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION IN REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

Republic of Albania is affected by 
African Swine Fever since February 
2024.

• Suspicious cases with ASF  - 2

• Confirmed case with  ASF  - 2



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION IN REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

• The Directorate of Veterinary Policy on 09.02.2024 was notified 
by the Head of the Hunters Association through a phone call. 

• Several dead wild boars were found in the Koreknik area near the 
Morina Customs Service and in the administrative unit Gjinaj in 
Has.

• Directorate of Veterinary Policy informed immediately the 
National Authority of Veterinary Service and Plant Protection 
NAVPP, Food Safety and Veterinary Institute FSVI and National 
Food Authority NFA.



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION IN REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

• NAVPP, immediately after receiving the notification on 09.02.2024, established the working groups for the two 
outbreaks in the area of Hasi (mountains in the administrative unit of Gjinaj, and in the district of Kukës, the 
administrative unit, Terthore, in the mountains of Morini, the border between Kosovo and Albania, from which it 
has become possible to take samples and measures for burying and burning the carcasses.

• On 10.02.2024, the samples from the administrative unit of Gjinaj received were sent to the FSVI, which the 
analysis resulted positive for African Swine Fever disease on 11.2.2024.

• On 12.02.2024 the samples from the administrative unit Terthore were sent to FSVI and the samples were 
analyzed with RT-PCR real-time and they came out positive for African Swine Fever. 

• The contingency plan Nr 10350/1 prot., date 24.11.2020 for African Swine Fever disease was activated and in 
accordance with this plan, The National Crisis Center was established.



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION IN REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION IN REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

Measures taken by NAVPP are as follows:

• Destruction/burning carcasses and disinfection of the place;
• Establish the surveillance/protection zone with radius 3 km and 10 km;
• Posters distribution and awareness to four regional directors to breeders;
• Communication with local government in all municipalities of the country for the immediate 

announcement for any suspected case;
• Close collaboration with the National Agency of Protection Zones and Association of Hunters for 

monitoring the territory of the country as well as the proper notice of any suspected case;
• Between the Veterinary Service and the Association of Hunters, were established groups to find 

dead boars in the areas where the ASF disease appeared.
• Inventory of the risk area;



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION IN REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

• The district of Kukës and Has does not have 
farms that breed pigs.

• Farms that breed pigs are found in the district 
of Tropoja that is located 71 km away from 
Has and 108 km from Kukës.



DATA FOR PORCINE POPULATIONS 

NO REGION

FARMS WITH 1  
HEAD

FARMS WITH 2-9 
HEADS

FARMS WITH  10- 49 
HEADS

FARMS WITH  50 -99 
HEADS 

FARMS WITH  100- 
1000 HEADS

FARMS MORE THAN 
1001  HEADS TOTAL

FARMS HEADS FARMS HEADS FARMS HEADS FARMS HEADS FARMS HEADS FARMS HEADS FARMS HEADS

1 BERAT 155 155 68 143 1 47 0 0 1 750 0 0 255 1095
2 DIBER 126 126 167 414 1 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 294 550
3 DURRES 50 50 146 423 17 236 0 0 0 0 0 0 213 709
4 ELBASAN 90 90 16 48 6 152 2 138 0 0 0 0 114 428

5 FIER 2239 2239 1182 2945 22 346 2 100 3 1500 2 5300 3450 12430

6 GJIROKASTER 5 5 2 15 3 37 2 163 0 0 0 0 12 220

7 KORÇE 148 148 58 169 11 215 2 135 6 1323 0 0 225 1990
8 KUKES 151 151 97 274 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 248 425

9 LEZHE 4964 4964 7048 18470 206 2880 7 424 7 1068 0 0 12232 27806

10 SHKODER 5791 5791 5416 14885 173 2326 6 368 4 1800 0 0 11390 25170
11 TIRANE 23 23 20 51 1 40 0 0 1 150 0 0 45 264

12 VLORE 162 162 176 551 39 654 4 289 2 696 0 0 383 2352

TOTAL 13904 13904 14396 38388 480 6943 25 1617 24 7287 2 5300 28831 73439

TARGET POPULATION AND GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS COVERED.

This program will be implemented throughout the territory of the country, in all farms that breed pigs and in wild pigs.



CURRENT SITUATION IN ALBANIA

Pig population – 73439 pigs Pig farms  - 28831 farms



CURRENT SITUATION IN ALBANIA

• Wild boar population, based on 
information given by Association of 
Hunters of Albania is 4339.

• Density of wild boars is 0.15 wild boars 
/km2 or 15 wild boars/100 km2

• Density of wild boars in regions of 
Republic of Albania 

• For the year 2024, the hunters' association 
is conducting the inventory, the data of 
which will be ready in May 2024.

• Previously, we received information from 
this association that we have an increase 
in the population of wild boars.

The number of wild boar population in the country by region.

No Region No. of wild boars Density of wild boars/km2

1 Berat 305 0.17

2 Dibër 277 0.1

3 Durrës 35 0.04

4 Elbasan 300 0.09

5 Fier 40 0.02

6 Gjirokastër 1080 0.37

7 Korçë 360 0.09

8 Kukës 410 0.17

9 Lezhë 90 0.05

10 Shkodër 310 0.08

11 Tiranë 25 0.01

12 Vlorë 1107 0.4

13 Total 4339 0.15



The system of registration and identification of animals and their 
movement

The identification and registration of animals and livestock farms in 
Albania is based on Law No. 10465 dated 29.09.2011 "On veterinary 
service in the Republic of Albania", as amended, and Law No. 8702, dated 
1.12.2000 "On the identification and registration of animals and livestock 
farms", and by-laws.

National African swine fever disease legislation

The design and implementation of this program is based on:

Law No. 10465, dated 29.9.2011 "On the veterinary service in the 
Republic of Albania", as amended and other by-laws.



THE REFERENCES FOR THE DRAFTING OF THIS PLAN:

 WOAH recommendations for surveillance programs;

 EU legislation;

 EFSA Scientific Opinions;

 FAO Manual “African swine fever, detection and diagnosis”;

 Risk assessment by the mission in Albania to provide support for the 
supervision and control of ASF, supported by the Food Safety, 
Veterinary and Phytosanitary Standard Project, financed by the EU 
IPA-2016 program for Albania;

 ADEWB project recommendations.



THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF ALL ACTORS

1. Directorate of Veterinary Policies 
2. General Directorate of the National Veterinary and Plant Protection Authority 
3. Regional Veterinary and Plant Protection Directorates 
4. The official veterinarians at the veterinary sectors 
5. National Authority of Food
6. Food Safety and Veterinary Institute
7. Veterinary clinics
8. Livestock units (pig breeding establishments and farmers breeding pigs under 
domestic conditions) and farmers' NGOs
9. Local government units
10. Protected Areas Agency
11. Association of hunters
12. Animal transporters



Passive surveillance
The successful control of a disease and a possible epidemic depends on the rapid provision of complete information on 
the disease situation. To ensure a timely response, the disease must be reported immediately and without delay in a 
transparent manner.

After receiving notification from the animal owner/keeper or the veterinarian, all sick or dead pigs, for which African 
swine fever cannot be clinically excluded, are inspected and examined by the official veterinarian for ASF.
To enhanced passive surveillance i.e. weekly testing of at least first two dead pigs over 60 days of age from each 
epidemiological unit, shall be implemented in the whole country to ensure early detection. From small pig farms, all dead 
pigs shall be submitted to laboratory testing to ASF virus.
 
Compliance with biosecurity measures by the official veterinarian is of particular importance.

 Clinical supervision on farms in areas at risk
 Official controls
 Surveillance in slaughterhouses
 Surveillance in markets
 Surveillance in BIPs

Passive surveillance is implemented throughout the country.

Active surveillance
For the early detection of African swine fever, it is not suggested to carry out planned sampling as part of active 
surveillance.

DOMESTIC PIGS



Passive surveillance

Wild boars play a very important role in the maintenance and spread of the 
ASF virus, therefore the main focus of this plan will be on strengthening 
passive surveillance. Any case of suspected presence of ASF must be 
reported immediately.

Forest rangers, farmers, municipal workers are responsible to report any 
suspected cases, sick, dead or killed in road accidents.

Active surveillance

For the early detection of African swine fever, it is not suggested to carry 
out planned sampling as part of active surveillance.

WILD BOAR



LABORATORY TESTS

• The tests that are used, are ELISA and RT-PCR in samples taken 
from wild boars, in suspected or infected farms, in wild boars 
found dead or killed within the passive surveillance of this 
program. 

• For a quick detection, samples taken from dead pigs, will be 
tested with RT-PCR.



• NAVPP has approved an action plan for ASF which describes all actions needed 

to be taken by official veterinarians in case of suspicion/confirmation of the 

disease.

• Has been requested collaboration of municipalities, state institutions, private 

clinics, farmers, agency of protected zones, hunters association and transporters

• Has been organized a common training by MARD in collaboration with EFSA , 

for all institutions involved and farmers in order to inform all actors involved 

about the disease;

• In collaboration with EFSA, are prepared posters which are distributed in pig 

farms and institutions involved;

MEASURES TAKEN BY OUR COUNTRY FOR ASF



• Is distributed the Manual of African Swine Fever (detection and 

diagnosis) published by FAO in pig farms and institutions involved;

• Strengthening of controls at BIP-s and movements of animals;

• Farm controls in risks zones by official veterinarians of NAVPP;

• Awareness campaigns by official veterinarians of NAVPP in pig farms;

• Surveillance in slaughterhouses and markets;

• Participation in trainings organized by FAO;

• Awareness campaign published by media.

MEASURES TAKEN BY OUR COUNTRY FOR ASF



 Early detection and fast response

 Strengthen passive surveillance

 ASFV surveillance in wild boars

 Safe disposal of carcasses

 Strengthen low level of biosecurity on backyards

 Financial and human resources

 Continues awareness campaign

CHALLENGE 



                                                      Thank You for your attention!
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