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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good day to everyone joining today. I am very honoured to be here today to speak on this distinguished panel with my colleagues from Humane Society International and the International Fund for Animal Welfare. My name is Dr. Jackson Zee, I am the Director of Global Affairs and Disaster Resilience Programmes for VIER PFOTEN International also known as FOUR PAWS, headquartered in Vienna, Austria and working globally on animals in disasters in resilience and response with local partners and authorities.  




“Sometimes it takes a natural 
disaster to reveal a social 
disaster.”
-Jim Wallis
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is our social disaster today? That veterinary authorities and civil society organisations need each other to help animals in disasters. We have seen when this does not happen, and it can be frustrating and confusing for all actors involved. It is ultimately bad for animals and the communities we serve.
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Bridging the Gap on Disaster Management and Risk 
Reduction
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3. Examples of CSO Contributions in Veterinary 
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Agencies, and Veterinary Professionals
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are gathered here today in person and virtually for this crucial workshop on Disaster Management and Risk Reduction, it is imperative to recognize the indispensable role that Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) play in ensuring the preparedness, resilience, and recovery of communities affected by disasters. CSOs, with their deep understanding of local needs, unwavering commitment, broad level of technical expertise in emergency management, ability to work across government mandates and grassroots reach, are invaluable partners in mitigating the impact of disasters on human and animal health, particularly in the crucial field of veterinary medicine.

Today I would like to share a brief presentation about the bridging the gap



In the Aftermath of a Disaster, the Health and Well-being of Animals Become Paramount.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE IN DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Animals are integral to a community's food security, livelihoods, and cultural traditions.
Their well-being directly impacts human health.
Diseases that can spread from animals to humans, such as zoonotic diseases, pose a significant threat to public health during and after disasters.
Impacts to public and environmental health from the loss of animals for the elderly and vulnerable populations with mental health costs or the animal carcasses that are left in water sources that potentially can cause water security risk via the one health approach that considers human, animal and environmental health.
Agriculture is a large component of the national GDP; disasters can negatively impact the national development plans and access to development funds.




CSOs Bring a Unique Set of Strengths to Disaster Management
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THE ROLE OF CSOS IN DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT AND RISK REDUCTION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CSOs Bring a Unique Set of Strengths to Disaster Management, Including: 
Grassroots Reach and Local Knowledge: CSOs have a strong presence in communities, fostering trust and understanding among local populations. 
Community Engagement and Capacity Building: CSOs can effectively engage communities in disaster risk reduction activities, raising awareness and promoting preparedness measures. 
Innovation and Flexibility: CSOs often have the flexibility and adaptability to respond quickly and effectively to changing circumstances. 
Community-driven approaches to disaster management Collaboration with local authorities and other stakeholders
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EXAMPLES OF CSO CONTRIBUTIONS IN 
VETERINARY DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Providing veterinary care and support to affected animals. 
Supporting disease surveillance and control. 
Advocating for animal welfare and food safety
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COLLABORATION BETWEEN CSOS, GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES, AND VETERINARY PROFESSIONALS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Effective Disaster Management Requires a Strong Partnership between CSOs, Government Agencies, and Veterinary Professionals. 
CSOs can provide valuable insights and expertise, while government agencies can provide resources, coordination, and policy support. 
Veterinary professionals can provide technical expertise and hands-on care for animals.



EXAMPLES OF CSO CONTRIBUTIONS IN 
VETERINARY DISASTER MANAGEMENT
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Under the Veterinary Authority:
• Response management
• Assessment
• Planning
• Search & Rescue (when credentials are 

authorised)
• Temporary Emergency Animal Sheltering
• Veterinary support and care
• Animal Ownership: Return to Owner or Local 

Authority

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CSO have played roles in support of the Veterinary Authority and Civil Protection:

Under the Veterinary Authority:
Response management
Assessment
Planning
Search & Rescue (when credentials are authorised)
Temporary Emergency Animal Sheltering
Veterinary support and care
Animal Ownership: Return to Owner or Local Authority

Thing CSOs would not be able to support:
Mortality/Sanitation/Disposal
Biosecurity/Biological Threat
Pest/Vector Control
Food & Feed Inspection
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DISASTER PREPAREDNESS: BUILDING A 
STRONG FOUNDATION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Disaster preparedness is crucial for minimizing the impact of disasters on animal and human health. 
CSOs can play a key role in raising awareness about disaster preparedness and promoting community-based preparedness programs
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COMMUNITY RESILIENCE: ENDURING AND 
ADAPTING IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Community resilience is essential for communities to bounce back from disasters effectively. 
CSOs can support community resilience by fostering social cohesion, promoting resource sharing, and facilitating dialogue. 
Building resilient communities requires a long-term commitment to disaster preparedness, risk reduction, and recovery efforts.



11

CONCLUSION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Civil Society Organizations play a critical role in enhancing the resilience and preparedness of communities to disasters.
Their deep understanding of local needs, strong grassroots presence, and innovative approaches are invaluable assets in mitigating the impact of disasters on animal and human health.
Call to Action:
Enhance collaboration between CSOs, government agencies, and veterinary professionals to strengthen disaster preparedness and response efforts.
Invest in capacity building and training for CSOs to effectively engage in disaster management activities.
Promote community engagement and education on disaster risk reduction and preparedness.
Recognize and support the crucial role of CSOs in ensuring the health and well-being of animals and communities during and after disasters.




“We cannot stop natural disasters, 
but we can arm ourselves with knowledge: 

So many lives wouldn’t have to be lost 
if there was enough disaster preparedness.”

-Petra Nemcova, All Hands and Hearts
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FOUR PAWS is the global animal welfare organisation for animals under 
direct human influence, which reveals suffering, rescues animals in need 
and protects them. Founded in 1988 in Vienna by Heli Dungler and friends, 
the organisation advocates for a world where humans treat animals with 
respect, empathy and understanding. The sustainable campaigns and 
projects of FOUR PAWS focus on companion animals including stray dogs 
and cats, farm animals and wild animals – such as bears, big cats and 
orangutans – kept in inappropriate conditions as well as in disaster and 
conflict zones. With offices in Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, 
Germany, Kosovo, the Netherlands, Switzerland, South Africa, Thailand, 
Ukraine, the UK, the USA and Vietnam as well as sanctuaries for rescued 
animals in eleven countries, FOUR PAWS provides rapid help and long-term 
solutions.

www.four-paws.org
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

http://www.four-paws.org/

	The Crucial Role of Civil Society Organizations (CSO) in Disaster Management and Risk Reduction: A Necessity for Veterinary Authorities and Animal Health
	Slide Number 2
	Agenda
	The Importance of Veterinary Medicine in Disaster Management
	The Role of CSOs in Disaster Management and Risk Reduction
	Examples of CSO Contributions in Veterinary Disaster Management
	Collaboration between CSOs, Government Agencies, and Veterinary Professionals
	Examples of CSO Contributions in Veterinary Disaster Management
	Disaster Preparedness: Building a Strong Foundation
	Community Resilience: Enduring and Adapting in the Face of Adversity
	Conclusion
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13

