


 SUMMARY:

• Legislative framework in Spain.

• Activity related to floods.

• Farm veterinarian, Animal Welfare Plan and action plan for the risk of 
natural disaster.

• Case study: Canary Island. Agreement Veterinarian Colleague and 
Regional Government about animals in natural disasters.



Legislative framework in Spain.

In 2023 is adopted the new     
legislation about Civil Protection 
(Real Decreto 524/2023, de 20 de
junio, por el que se aprueba la
Norma Básica de Protección
Civil): Measures for the
protection of animals as basic
elements of the planification.

(Already included in the
legislation of some regions before
this national legislation)



ACTIVITY RELATED TO FLOODS
Practical exercices: https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/agua/temas/gestion-de-los-riesgos-de-inundacion/usos-del-

suelo-en-zonas-inundables/programas-piloto-adaptacion-riesgo-inundacion.html



Self-evaluation tool: What is the degree 
of resilience of my farm? How prepared 
am I for a flood?





SIGE: Sistema Integral de Gestión de la Explotación

(Integrated System of Management of the Farm)



Farm veterinarian, Animal Welfare Plan and action plan for the risk of 
natural disaster.

• Farms should appoint a private veterinarian as “farm veterinarian”.

• This veterinarian should design a “Animal Welfare Plan”, as part of the  
the “SIGE”

• In this Plan,   one evaluation of the risk for the animal welfare “including 
the risk of natural disasters (such as floods, earthquakes or fires) 
according to the characteristics of the place where the farm is located.” 
should be included.

• Farm veterinarian should write an action plan about them.

• Regarding floods, the self-evaluation tool is recommended for this 
purpose.



CASE STUDY: CANARY ISLANDS. AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
VETERINARIAN COLLEAGUE AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 

ABOUT ANIMALS IN NATURAL DISASTERS.



ANIMAL 
PROTECTION ON 
EMERGENCIES

La Palma, Los 
Realejos y La 
Orotava.

Maria Luisa Fernández Miguel
President of de College of Veterinarians of Santa Cruz 
de Tenerife



The role of the College of Veterinarians in the emergencies. 
Why?

• The sensitive of social consious. Animal are not objects any more
• The problem of the rescue because of the ownes whith high animal awareness.
• Need certain control from the different oficial organitations over actions whith animals.
• Not enought Technical Veterinarians in this organitation (?)
• The Veterinarians are, through their colleges, structures with certain hierarchies, that are easy to
fit into the emergency.



AGREEMENT IN CANARY ISLANDS

“The Agreement between the Emergencies 
Direction and the Veterinarian College.

Working together in the case of an 
emergency catastrophe to rescue animals.”

Commitment
for the Government of Canary Islands:

Protection. 

Approbed
equipment.

Training

Accident
insurance

Cost of
materials, 

travelling, food
and 

accommodation.

The procedure
from the starting

to the end of
activity

To open a direct straight forward communication     
( in a safe way) for emergencies through a 

supervisor or coordinator.
Add volunteer veterinarians to the emergency in a 

similar way to how the Red Cross joins.
Inclusion of the veterinaries in the organization 

chart of the temporary animal shelter, accessory 
to the people shelter.

T



VETERINARIAN COLLEGE COMMITMENT

-To promote the mobilization of human and 
material resources

-To maintain the volunteer list updated and 
available. 

-Facilitate a coordination structure.

-Facilitate access to the identification of 
domestic and livestock animals.

-To take part in the preparation and
arrangements for temporary animal shelters 
and first aid emergency kits.



The commitment of the veterinarians volunteers

-Free and altruistic collaboration
-To be full avaiable. Non-occasional
availability.
-Whithout being in the organizational
structure
-Rigth to a compensation for damages.
-With reimbursement of the expenses 
incurred by his actions.
-In general:

“To colaborate, reinforce
public security and emergency 

services”



The management of
the emergency in La 
Palma volcano.

Our first activity in the emergencies.



TOTAL NUMBER OF ANIMALS ASSISTED, EVACUATED AND TRAPPED:
3780 of 23 DIFFERENT SPECIES



Fires of
Puntagorda, Los 
Realejos y La 
Orotava.

From experience.



TOTAL ANIMALS ASSISTED

Goats 806
Cows 9
Pigs 1
Horses 66
Hens 185

Dogs 159
Cats 42
Guinea Pigs 7
Rabitts 57
Ferrets 1
Agapornis 2
Canary birds 2

13 Dogs whitout ownner



THANK YOU
mfmiguel@vetcan.org

veterinariotf@vetcan.org

mailto:mfmiguel@vetcan.org
mailto:veterinariotf@vetcan.org


Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/

	Diapositiva 1
	Diapositiva 2
	Diapositiva 3
	Diapositiva 4
	Diapositiva 5
	Diapositiva 6
	Diapositiva 7
	Diapositiva 8
	Diapositiva 9
	Diapositiva 10: ANIMAL PROTECTION ON EMERGENCIES  La Palma, Los Realejos y La Orotava.
	Diapositiva 11: The role of the College of Veterinarians in the emergencies.  Why? 
	Diapositiva 12: AGREEMENT IN CANARY ISLANDS  “The Agreement between the Emergencies Direction and the Veterinarian College. Working together in the case of an emergency catastrophe to rescue animals.”  Commitment for the Government of Canary Islands:
	Diapositiva 13: VETERINARIAN COLLEGE COMMITMENT
	Diapositiva 14: The commitment of the veterinarians volunteers
	Diapositiva 15: The management of the emergency in La Palma volcano.
	Diapositiva 16: TOTAL NUMBER OF ANIMALS ASSISTED, EVACUATED AND TRAPPED: 3780 of 23 DIFFERENT SPECIES
	Diapositiva 17: Fires of Puntagorda, Los Realejos y La Orotava.
	Diapositiva 18
	Diapositiva 19
	Diapositiva 20

