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1. Objective

« To increase Member’s

engagement in WOAH
standards setting
process

To inform WOAH
Members on texts
circulated for comment,
their background and
rationale

To Improve exchanges
between the Specialist
Commissions and
WOAH Members
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Members of the
Terrestrial Animal
Health Standards
Commission

(Code Commission)

President
Dr Etienne Bonbon
(France)

Vice-President
Pr Salah Hammami
(Tunisia)

Member
Dr Kiyokazu Murai
(Japan)

Term: 2021 - 2024

Vice-President
Dr Gaston Maria Funes
(Argentina)

Member
Dr Lucio Ignacio Carbajo Goni
(Spain)

Member
Dr Bernardo Todeschini
(Brazil)



Where can | find the
iInformation on the work of
the Code Commission?

Only for WOAH Delegates: WOAH Delegates Website

. Report and annexes in MS Word Format
. Use this format to comment
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Where can | find
complementary information
on the topics discussed by
the Code Commission?

The Code Commission refers in many instances to

topics discussed by the SCAD, BSC, WGs or AHGs.

In such cases, the full rationale is described in the
relevant report. Members should read the report of
the Code Commission in conjunction with these
reports.

All reports are available on the WOAH Website
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The rebevant Specislist Commission consider reguests to develop new standards or

nt Specialist Co

Members, partnerinternational onganisations, and its scientific network. These
b=d onits respective work plans

Galendar of the upcoming Specialist
Commission meetings
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2. Code
Commission’s work
programme

- State of play
(September 2023)




State of play

- Work programme currently includes /4 work items
- items are active (i.e., prioritisation order 1 or 2)
- Many items are in coordination with other Specialist
Commissions, mainly SCAD and BSC

At September 2023 meeting

- texts circulated for comments and adoption in 2024

- 8 texts circulated for comments

- 4 new proposals/requests considered

- new work items added

- work items closed (most of which are items on texts adopted at the 90t GS)
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3. Texts for
comment and
proposed for
adoption in May
2024
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Texts for comment and proposed for adoption in May 2024

20 annexes 1.

w

9.

Glossary definition for ‘animal products’, ‘artificial insemination centre’, ‘biological products’,
‘commodity’, ‘death’, ‘euthanasia’, ‘germinal products’, ‘greaves’, ‘slaughter’ and ‘stunning’
(Annex 4)

Diseases, infections and infestations listed by WOAH (Chapter 1.3.) (Annex 5, 6)
General hygiene in semen collection and processing centres (Chapter 4.6.) (Annex 7)

Collection and processing of bovine, small ruminant and porcine semen (Chapter 4.7.)
(Annex 8)

Responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents in veterinary medicine (Chapter 6.10.)
(Annex 9)

Animal welfare during slaughter (Chapter 7.5.) (Annex 10)
Infection with foot and mouth disease virus (Chapter 8.8.) (Annex 11)

Application for official recognition by WOAH of free status for foot and mouth disease
(Chapter 1.11.) (Annex 12)

Infection with Rift Valley fever virus (Chapter 8.16.) (Annex 13)

10. Infection with Trichinella spp. (Chapter 8.18.) (Annex 14)
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Texts for comment and proposed for adoption in May 2024

20 annexes 11l
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

Infection with Coxiella burnetii (Q fever) (Chapter 8.X.) (Annex 15)
Infection with Trypanosoma evansi (surra) (Chapter 8.Z.) (Annex 16)

Infection with Mycoplasma mycoides subsp. mycoides SC (contagious bovine
pleuropnuemonia) (Chapter 11.5.) (Annex 17)

Infection with bovine pestiviruses (bovine viral diarrhoea) (Chapter 11.X.) (Annex 18)
Infection with African horse sickness virus (Chapter 12.1.) (Annex 19)

Infection with pathogenic Rabbit lagoviruses (rabbit haemorrhagic disease) (Chapter 13.2.)
(Annex 20)

Infection with African swine fever virus (Chapter 15.1) (Annex 21)
Infection with Camelpox virus (Chapter 16.Z.) (Annex 22)

Terminology: Use of the terms ‘Competent Authority’, ‘Veterinary Authority’, and ‘Veterinary
Services’ (Annex 23)
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Glossary definition for
‘animal products’,
‘artificial insemination
centre’, ‘biological
products’, ‘commodity’,
‘death’, ‘euthanasia’,
‘germinal products’,
‘greaves’, ‘slaughter’
and ‘stunning’

(Annex 4)

Partial revision for ‘commaodity’ to
clarify and ensure consistent use of
the term

Development of new definitions for
‘animal products’ and ‘germinal
products’ to ensure consistent use of
the terms

Development of a new definition for
‘biological products’ to ensure
consistent use of the term

Replacement of ‘artificial insemination
centre’ with ‘'semen collection centre’,
as part of the revision of Chapter 4.6

Deletion of definition for ‘greaves’

In-depth revision in relation to work on
Chapter 7.5. and 7.6.
— Deletion of definition for ‘death’
— Comprehensive revision for
‘euthanasia’, ‘slaughter’ and
‘stunning’

For ‘animal products’, ‘germinal products’
and ‘commodity’

» First circulation in February 2023

« Circulated 2 times

For ‘biological products’
« First circulation in September 2023

For ‘artificial insemination centre’
« First circulation in September 2023

For ‘greaves’
« First circulation in September 2023

For ‘death’, ‘euthanasia’, ‘slaughter’, and
‘stunning’

« First circulation in September 2019

« Circulated 4 times
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Diseases, infections
and infestations listed
by WOAH

(Chapter 1.3.)

(Annex 5, 6)

Partial revision to:

reorder the articles and the diseases in
each article

align the animal categories and
disease names with the titles and order
of the corresponding chapters

First circulation in September 2023
Editorial changes to align with the
corresponding chapters

General hygiene in
semen collection and
processing centres
(Chapter 4.6.)

(Annex 7)

Comprehensive revision to:

resolve inconsistencies among the
Chapters 4.6. and 4.7. and relevant
disease-specific chapters

ensure that the texts reflected the
latest scientific evidence and best
practices regarding risk mitigation
measures in the collection and
processing of semen of animals
replace the term ‘artificial insemination
centre’ in the proposed Glossary with
‘semen collection centre’

First circulation in September 2022
Circulated 3 times

Drafted by AHG on the revision of
Terrestrial Code chapters regarding the
collection and processing of semen of
animals and an expert

Next: to be complemented with
revision of Chapter 4.7
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Collection and
processing of bovine,
small ruminant and
porcine semen
(Chapter 4.7.)

(Annex 8)

Partial revision to avoid inconsistency
with proposed Chapter 4.6:

replace the term ‘artificial insemination
centre’ with ‘semen collection centre’
delete the current Articles 4.7.5., 4.7.6.
and 4.7.7.

First circulation in September 2023
Comprehensive revision will be
discussed by AHG

Next: comprehensive revision
underway to complement new
Chapter 4.6

Responsible and
prudent use of
antimicrobial agents in
veterinary medicine
(Chapter 6.10.)

(Annex 9)

Comprehensive revision following:

revision adopted in 2018 of some
definitions in Chapter 6.9. Monitoring of
the quantities and usage patterns of
antimicrobial agents used in food-
producing animals

adoption of revised Codex Code of
Practice to Minimize and Contain
Foodborne Antimicrobial Resistance
(adopted at the Codex Alimentarius
Commission in 2021)

Clarity the content and scope of
National Action Plan

First circulation in September 2022
Circulated 2 times

Drafted by AMRWG (August 2022)
Comments reviewed with AMRWG
input
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Animal welfare during Comprehensive revision to: - First circulation in February 2021
slaughter « resolve inconsistencies in the methods « Circulated 4 times

(Chapter 7.5.) used in the slaughter of animals and - Drafted by AHG

(Annex 10) the killing of animals for disease « Comments reviewed with AHG input

control purposes

« Update content to ensure that the text
reflects current scientific knowledge

* review the structure of Chapter

Glossary
* In-depth revision in relation to this work (and Chapter 7.6.)
— Deletion of definition for ‘death’
— Comprehensive revision for ‘euthanasia’, ‘slaughter’ and
‘'stunning’
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Infection with foot and
mouth disease virus
(Chapter 8.8.)

(Annex 11)

Comprehensive revision presented at the
last GS 2023

In September 2023:

» Response to points raised at and after
the GS

« Additional modifications to address
pending issues

First circulation in September 2015
Circulated 6 times

Circulated Annex is the revised chapter
using the version proposed for adoption
at the 90th GS, highlighting only the
amendments introduced in September
2023 TAHSC meeting.

Inputs from AHG on foot and mouth
disease (June 2016, June 2020)
Collaboration with

o SCAD

o BSC

Application for official
recognition by WOAH
of free status for foot
and mouth disease
(Chapter 1.11.)

(Annex 12)

Partial revision to align with the revision of
Chapter 8.8. Infection with foot and mouth
disease virus

First circulation in September 2023
Collaboration with SCAD
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Infection with Rift
Valley fever virus
(Chapter 8.16.)

(Annex 13)

Partial revision of articles on
recommendations for importation of
semen and embryos to align with the
update of Chapter 3.1.19. Rift Valley fever
(Infection with Rift Valley fever virus) of
the Terrestrial Manual

First circulation in September 2023

Infection with
Trichinella spp.
(Chapter 8.18.)

(Annex 14)

Partial revision to align the number of
taxon of the pathogenic agent with the
update of the Chapter 3.1.22.
Trichinellosis (infection with Trichinella
spp.) of the Terrestrial Manual

First circulation in September 2023

Infection with Coxiella
burnetii (Q fever)
(Chapter 8.X.)

(Annex 15)

New chapter with a single article for the
general provisions, including the definition
of its occurrence, to ensure Members
have the adequate Standards to fulfill
their notification obligations

First circulation in September 2022
Circulated 3 times

Collaboration with SCAD, developed
by disease experts
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Infection with
Trypanosoma evansi
(surra)

(Chapter 8.2.)

(Annex 16)

New chapter with articles for the general
provisions, safe commodities, provisions
for animal health status,
recommendations for importation and
surveillance

First circulation in February 2023
Circulated 2 times

Collaboration with SCAD

Drafted by AHG

Infection with
Mycoplasma mycoides
subsp. mycoides SC
(Contagious bovine
pleuropneumonia)
(Chapter 11.5.)

(Annex 17)

Comprehensive revision to

« harmonise the provisions for official
recognition and maintenance of free
status with other disease-specific
chapters with official recognition of
status

* Include provisions for the endorsement
of official control programmes

First circulation in September 2022
Circulated 3 times
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Infection with bovine
pestiviruses (bovine
viral diarrhoea)
(Chapter 11.X.)

(Annex 18)

New chapter with a single article for the

general provisions, including the definition

of its occurrence, to ensure Members
have the adequate Standards to fulfill
their notification obligations

First circulation in September 2022
Circulated 3 times
Collaboration with SCAD

Infection with African
horse sickness virus
(Chapter 12.1.)

(Annex 19)

Comprehensive revision to

harmonise the chapter with other
chapters with official status recognition
address amendments proposed from
an ad hoc Group on AHS and from the
SCAD

development of article on safe
commodities

First circulation in September 2022
Circulated 3 times

Some amendments were proposed by
an AHG on AHS

Collaboration with SCAD
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Infection with
pathogenic Rabbit
lagoviruses (rabbit
haemorrhagic disease)
(Chapter 13.2.)

(Annex 20)

Partial revision to

« add a definition of the disease
occurrence
reflect the expanded host range in
provisions for animal health status

First circulation in February 2023
Circulated 2 times

Collaboration with SCAD

Drafted by export group

Infection with African
swine fever virus
(Chapter 15.1.)

(Annex 21)

Partial revision to include ‘extruded dry
pet food’ in the list of safe commodities
(Article 15.1.2.)

First circulation in September 2023
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Infection with
Camelpox virus
(Chapter 16.2.)

(Annex 22)

New chapter with a single article for the
general provisions, including the definition
of its occurrence, to ensure Members
have the adequate Standards to fulfill
their notification obligations

First circulation in September 2022
Circulated 3 times

Collaboration with SCAD, developed
by disease experts

Terminology: Use of
the terms ‘Competent
Authority’, ‘Veterinary
Authority’, and
‘Veterinary Services’

(Annex 23)

To review use of ‘Competent Authority’,
‘Veterinary Authority’, and ‘Veterinary
Services’ across the Terrestrial Code for
consistency (after adoption of revised
Glossary definitions)

First circulation in February 2023
Circulated 2 times
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4. Texts for
comment
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Texts for comment

8 annexes

User’s Guide (Annex 24)

Glossary definition for ‘biosecurity’, ‘biosecurity plan’, ‘border post’, ‘container’,
‘point of exit’, ‘quarantine station’, ‘swill’ and ‘vehicle/vessel’ (Annex 25)

Biosecurity (Chapter 4.X.) (Annex 26)

Measures and procedures applicable in the exportation of commodities
(Chapter 5.4.) (Annex 27)

Measures and procedures applicable in the importation of commodities
(Chapter 5.6.) (Annex 28)

Introduction to the recommendations for animal welfare (Chapter 7.1.) (Annex
29)

Infection with Nipah virus (Chapter 8.Y.) (Annex 30)
Scrapie (Chapter 14.8.) (Annex 31)



@

24

User’s Guide
(Annex 24)

Partial revision to:

provide more detailed explanation on
disease-specific chapters

develop a new point to explain the use of
terms referring to animals (hosts) used in
the Terrestrial Code

« First circulation in September 2023

Glossary definition for
‘biosecurity’,
‘biosecurity plan’,
‘border post’,
‘container’, ‘point of
exit’, ‘quarantine
station’, ‘swill’ and
‘vehicle/vessel’

(Annex 25)

Comprehensive revision for ‘biosecurity’ and
‘biosecurity plan’ as a part of the work on
new Chapter on Biosecurity

Development of a new definition for ‘swill’ to
align with the proposed new Glossary
definition for ‘animal products’

Comprehensive revision for * border post’,
‘container’, ‘quarantine station’ and
‘vehicle/vessels’ and development of new
definitions for ‘point of exit’ as a part of the
work to revise Chapter 5.4. to 5.7.

For ‘biosecurity’, ‘biosecurity plan’ and
‘swill’

« First circulation in September 2023
Drafted by AHG (Feb 2023)

« Collaboration with SCAD

For ‘border post’, ‘container’, ‘point of
exit’, ‘quarantine station’ and
‘vehicle/vessel’

« First circulation in September 2023
« Drafted by AHG (Sep 2023)
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Biosecurity
(Chapter 4.X.)

(Annex 26)

New chapter to clarify the standards on
biosecurity with the articles for the objectives,
scopes, general principles, roles and

responsibilities of each actor etc.

First circulation in September 2023
Collaboration with SCAD
Drafted by AHG on Biosecurity

Measures and
procedures applicable
in the exportation of
commodities
(Chapter 5.4.)

(Annex 27)

Measures and
procedures applicable
in the importation of
commodities
(Chapter 5.6.)

(Annex 28)

Comprehensive revision (replacing the current
chapters with new chapters) to resolve
Inconsistencies among chapters and provide
clearer recommendations, including:

General principles for measures and
procedures that are applicable when
exporting or importing

Specific recommendations on each
commodity (if necessary) (i.e., animals,
germinal products, animal products)
Roles and responsibilities of the relevant
authorities and business operators in the
exporting/importing country

Scope that is covering all commodities of the
Terrestrial Code

[for importation] procedures applicable for
non-compliant commodities

First circulation in September 2023
Drafted by AHG (June 2023)
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Introduction to the
recommendations for
animal welfare
(Chapter 7.1.)

(Annex 29)

Partial revision to

 include ‘five domains’ concept

+ clarify the meaning of the terms ‘animal-
based’, ‘resource-based’ and ‘management-
based’ measures etc.

First circulation in September 2023
Circulated X times

Infection with Nipah
virus
(Chapter 8.Y.)

(Annex 30)

New chapter with a single article for the
general provisions, including the definition of
its occurrence, to ensure Members have the
adequate Standards to fulfill their notification
obligations

First circulation in February 2023
Circulated 2 times

Scrapie
(Chapter 14.8.)

(Annex 31)

Partial revision to delete ‘greaves’

First circulation in September 2023

Next: comprehensive revision to be
initiated
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5. Other key items
coming up in the
Code Commission’s
Work Programme
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« Standards on emergency management

* Revision of Chapter 7.2., 7.3. and 7.4.
welfare of animals during transport by
land, sea and air

* Revision of Chapter 7.6. Killing of
animals for disease control purposes

» Revision of equine encephalitidis
chapters (JE, EEE, WEE, VEE, WNF)

* Revision of Chapter 14.8 Scrapie

New work agreed. Follow up to the
recommendations of WOAH Global conference
(2023)

Undergoing expert consultation. Global revision.

Undergoing expert consultation. Linked with
Chapter 7.5. To be circulated soon.

Listing assessments conducted. AHG to be initiated

Preparing work for comprehensive revision. AHG to
be initiated

Full work programme in Annex 3
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6. Taking partin the - [xiraierore
development and - Next steps
revision of the

Terrestrial Code




@ Participation cycle .

Follow the
work of
TAHSC:

Reports in

October and

March

Key points:

* Not all topics may be of the same
iInterest

« Topics progress slowly but
steadily

« Takes 2 to 4 years to adopt

 Intervene sooner rather than later

 All contributions help

* Do not wait until the General
Session !

If doubts, contact WOAH Standards department
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Commenting on TAHSC work

On the draft texts 1.

On the work 1.
programme 2.

To propose additional or alternative science-based provisions to enrich or
complement the proposed texts;

To express evidence-based concerns on potential challenges for the
Implementation of the proposed texts under specific conditions or contexts
(e.g., Members, regions, species), if possible, providing a proposal for
improvement of the text;

To provide new or different evidence that contradicts the proposed texts
(which has not been previously addressed by Commissions or experts);

Wording issues which could compromise the understanding or the
meaning of the texts (in any of the three languages);

To express needs for new work to be undertaken.
To express needs to prioritise existing work items.

To express points of interests for a specific work of priority order 3 and 4,
as well as available information, evidence or expertise that could be taken
iInto consideration for the development of the work.
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How to
submit
comments

Through the WOAH Delegates of Members or Organisations with
which WOAH has a Cooperative Agreement;,

In Word format (not in pdf format), in English, French or Spanish
and clearly noting the relevant annex and/or item of the report;

Inserted within the annexes or report, under the text commented,

Propose specific text changes, supported by a rationale including
scientific references, if relevant;

Proposed deletions should be shown using ‘strikethrough’ and
additions using ‘double underline’ (please do not use the automatic
‘track-changes’ function provided by Word processing software);

The TAHSC strongly encourages Members to provide feedback on
Its work programme, including submitting justified proposals!
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Next steps

Comment

February

TAHSC
meeting

Submit comments on the September report and its
annexes before 29 December 2023

Comments should be sent to WOAH Standards
Department at TCC.Secretariat@woah.org

Date: 6 to 16 February 2024
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1. Foryour
information

- Transparency of the

WOAH process for the
elaboration of Standards

- WOAH Standards online

navigation tool
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Transparency of the WOAH process
for the elaboration of Standards

Aim to Publication including:

* Improve the transparency of the WOAH « Comments of Members considered by the
process Specialist Commissions and their responses

« Ensure Members can gain a better  Evolution of the reports of the Specialist
understanding of the complexity and Commissions

range of options, as well as of
Commission decisions

Start in March/April 2024
» Public only on the WOAH Delegates website

» Public comments considered on new and revised standards during the
February 2024 meetings of the respective Commissions
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WOAH Standards Online Navigation Tool

WOAH Terrestrial and Aquatic Codes and Manuals are no longer avaiable
in printed version.

The current display on the WOAH website makes it difficult for the user to
find the information they need.

Fliuy |e1a3sa443)

Animales Terrestres
Animales Terrestres

2poD yleaH jewuy dnenby

To overcome this obstacle, an IT solution project was launched. This tool
consists of:

apoD yijeaH jewiuy snenby
2pooD yjjea2H |ewiuy d13enby
2pood yjjeaH |ewjuy dijenby
2pod yjieaH |ewiuy d13enby
apod yilleaH |ewuy dnenby
2P0 Yile2H lewiuy |B1i3S3443]
2p0D yileaH |ewiuy |Bli}S2443]
2pod yijeaH |BwWiuy [Bli}S2143])

- an improved user experience with a seamless online navigation and
advanced search engines for all four sets of standards (Terrestrial and
Aquatic Codes and Manuals).

Code sanitaire pour les animaux terrestres

Ccédigo sanitario para los animales acuaticos

- a “commodity tool” that will present the trade requirements based on
commodities listed in the Terrestrial Code.

- the website integration for public access.

- the in-house capacity to publish new editions of these standards,
simplifying the existing process.

igo Sanitario para los Animales Acuaticos

Cédigo Sanitario para los
Coédigo Sanitario para los

PO PRea - RMMILY RS

The project is underway and is planned to be delivered by July 2024. |

Vone! | Vomel  youmen|  Volume
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Thank you

12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France
T.+33(0)1441519 49
F. +33 (0)142 67 09 87

woah@woah.int
www.woah.org

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
LinkedIn
YouTube
Elickr

World Organisation
Organisation mondiale
for Animail de la santé

Health animale

Organizacion
Mundial

de Sanidad
Animal



https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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