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Started in January 2021, will finish in June 2024

The three-year twinning project intends to focus on 
the Section 7 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health 

Code and - in particular - on the slaughter of 
animals, killing of animals for disease control 

purposes, animal transport by land, and stray dog 
population control. 
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Intended outcome, objectives 

•Technical knowledge and skills of ENMV staff, DGSV staff and delegates from 
UMA countries (Algeria, Morocco, Lybia, Mauritania) will be improved.

•The improved competence of the staff will strongly support the 
development of new animal welfare legislation in Tunisia and strategic 
actions in the UMA Region.

•The staff will be trained on OIE animal welfare standards and they will 
acquire the capacity to implement them to improve animal welfare at farm 
level, during transport and slaughter, and within the context of stray dog 
population control programs. 

•Networking in the UMA Region will be improved between ENMV and other 
organisations to provide and develop the appropriated expertise at regional 
level.



The Twinning Project

• So far only one WOAH twinning project on animal welfare has been carried out

• It was in South Africa in 2017-2018 with IZS Teramo being the Parent Institute

• The second one is now ongoing in Tunisia between

In tight collaboration with the

Tunisian DGSV (General  Directorate         

of Veterinary Services – Ministry of

Agriculture)



Strategic objective of the Twinning between IZSAM 
and ENMV on animal welfare

Improve the technical knowledge and skills of ENMV in the field of animal 

welfare, and support it in the process that will eventually lead to acquire 

the status of WOAH Collaborating Centre for Animal Welfare for the North 

Africa Region



The Twinning Project so far

Deep interaction between the two twinning teams:

• Kickoff meeting

• Preliminary assessment visit in Tunisia

• 1 Online course

• 4 in presence training courses in Italy

• 1 working group for updating legislation on Animal Welfare (in collaboration with EU 
Twinning)

• Online and in presence activities for the establishment of a permanent capacity building 
centre on animal welfare 



Online course on animal welfare 
principles (November 2021)

With the collaboration of University of Pretoria (South 

Africa) and the Swedish University of Agricultural 

Sciences (Sweden)



Preliminary assessment visit (May 
2022)

One week in Tunisia spent by two experts from the parent institute to preliminary assess the 
existing situation in Tunisia and tailor-made organize next activities:

Meeting with ENMV and DGSV directors Lecture to ENMV students 



Preliminary assessment visit

Visits at farms (Mateur and 

CFPAB)

Visit at Tunis slaughterhouse



CFPAEB Sidi Thabet



CFPAEB Sidi Thabet



Preliminary assessment visit

La Marsa and Tunis dog sterilisation 

and vaccination centres

Working group on revision of AW 

legislation

Visit at CNVZ



Poster presentation at the 30th Conference of 
the WOAH Regional Commission for Europe 
(Catania, October 2022) 



Training course on animal welfare 
during transport (Teramo-October 
2022)



Training course on animal welfare during 
slaughtering (Teramo-November 2022).



Training course on depopulation for disease 
control  (Teramo-September 2023)

With the collaboration of 

the Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences



Training course on dog population management 
(Part I: Italy)  (Teramo-September 2023)



Just finished...
• Training course on dog population management (II part): the 

new WOAH standard and the current situation in Tunisia (9-
13 October 2023)
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Impact assessment

Three workshops/meetings will be held at ENMV to show the 
achievements by the Candidate Institute:

- A workshop to finalize a proposal for new legislation on AW in 
Tunisia

- A North African meeting to strengthen the network on AW

- A final meeting to resume the results

A final assessment report will be produced by the Parent Institute

Monitoring will be carried out on regular basis, to ensure that the 

project achieves its objectives in the set period



Training Center AW at ENMV (2024)

To promote the WOAH Standards on Animal Welfare

https://www.oie.int/infographic/StandardsAW/EN.jpg

https://www.oie.int/infographic/StandardsAW/EN.jpg
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In Veterinary Public Hygiene:

Communication and awareness of 
respect for animal welfare

- before slaughter (especially for the 
feast of the sacrifice of Aid el Idha)

- specific messages to avoid stressing the 
animal

Commuication tools about the preparation
of the animal of aid El Idha

AW is an integral part of VS activities in 
Tunisia (Hajer Kilani et al., DGSV)
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National Tunisian Charter 
of Animal Experimentation, 2017



The Ecole

Nationale de 

Médecine

Vétérinaire de Sidi

Thabet, Tunisia, 

4-8 March 2019.

Working Group on Ethical 

Evaluation of Animal 

Experiments

In Africa

To Contribute positively to high animal 

ethics standards in our continent :







Permanent Training System for AW in NA subregion



AW is a process and not a destination (Ref!)
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