Country report on animal welfare during long distance transport by land and sea

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Dr. Saleh A.Saad
The head of the General Department of Quarantine, MEWA, KSA.
Dr. Bakr Altureif
The head of Animal Health Risk Department, Animal Sector, WEQAA Center, MEWA, KSA

Multi-regional Whole Journey Scenario workshop on long-distance transport
by land and sea between Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa

7 - 9 November 2023, Tunis, Tunisia

World Organisation

for Animal Health
Founded as OIE




@)) Multi-regional Whole Journey Sce narioworkshop onlong-distance transport by land and seabetween Europe, the Middle East,and North Africa

Overview of country livestock transport and trade

Main trading countries and routes ( by sea and by land)

* KSA is one of the main importing countries for livestock, with very limited exportation of
live animals.

 The mainlong distance transportation is the sea route.

e Currently, KSA isimporting livestock from more than 30 countries worldwide.
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Number of exported/imported animals and trends

* The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is considered one of the largest countries in the region in importing
livestock.

* KSA is importing an average of 4-6 million animals every year.
* Most of the imported animals are sheep and goats (3.309.835 head in 2022).

* The trend of importing animal is nearly similar except in 2021 and 2022 (Covid-19) was decreases
the needed animals for Hajj season.
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Total imported animals to KSA via main sea and land

ports in 2022.

goats

The number of imported animals to KSA in 2022.

The number of imported
live animals (Head)

Type of animal species
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Sheep and Goat 3.309.835
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Camel 57.182

Total 3.418.891
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Main border control posts / animal holding or quarantine facilities

Quarantine chick points in KSA
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Land ports in KSA
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Geographical Distribution of Land Boarder Crossing Entry Ports in KSA
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Sea ports in KSA

Geographical Distribution of Sea Entry Ports in KSA
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Competent Authority(ies)

What is/are Competent Authority(ies) responsible for animal welfare during transport by land and
sea?

The competent authority in KSA is the Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture (MEWA),represented by:
1. -The national Center for Prevention and Control of Plant Pastes and Animal Diseases (WEQAA Center).
2. - The National company for Agriculture.
3. The General Department of Quarantine.

-All people responsible for animals during journeys are competent to carry out the relevant responsibilities listed in Article
7.2(3) .3. and article 7.2(3).4.

-MEWA supervise and assess competence of responsible for animal welfare in the exporting countries and during the
journey by sending responsible official veterinarians to the exporting countries.

- The competent authorities directly assess the animal welfare on KSA ports .

-There is penalties for the operating companies for implementation of the animal welfare standards to the imported animals.

What is/are the other Authority(ies) involved cross-border transport of animals by land and sea?

The responsible sections for international communication in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for issuing animal health
certificates with the exporting countries.
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National animal welfare standards

What are a minimum animal welfare standards on animal transport established in your country, that include:
KSA are following the Animal welfare according to:

- The terreterial animal Helath Code, Section 7 (animal welfare).

- Animal Welfare Act (System)of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf.
* requirements for inspection of animals before, during and after their travel

e The inspection of imported animals by a veterinarian is mandatory in all stages of importation of live animals to KSA
according to the veterinary health certificates and standards of importation.

* the definition of animal ‘fitness to travel’

* According to the article 7.2 (3).7, animals should be inspected by a veterinarian or an animal handler to assess fitness to
travel. If its fitness to travel is in doubt, it is the responsibility of a veterinarian to determine its ability to travel. Animals
found unfit to travel should not be loaded onto a vessel. b) Humane and effective arrangements should be made by the
owner or agent for the handling and care of any animal rejected as unfit to travel.
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National animal welfare standards

 certification and record keeping?

Article 7.2(3).6. regarding documentation, animals should not be loaded until the documentation required to
that point is completed. At the time of certification, the veterinarian should notify the animal handler or the
driver of any factors affecting the fitness of animals to travel for a particular journey.

* Do you have established standards for facilities, containers and vehicles for the transport of animals
established in your country?

Means of transportation must be ventilated and appropriate space to be availed according to the type of
animal, the total amount of animals must not exceed 70-80% of the total space of the means of transportation.
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National animal welfare standards

What are the standards for the competences of animal handlers, drivers and managers of facilities,
business operators in relevant animal welfare issues established in your country?

In KSA, the there is a strict governmental supervision and assessment of the operating business
companies for approving facilities, vehicles, vessels and ensure that all people responsible for
animals before, during, and after journeys to be competent in accordance responsibilities listed in
article 7.2(3).3.

The assessment of the competence of animal handlers are regularly performed in line with
standards including appropriate space allowance, and feed, water and ventilation; loading and
unloading; fitness to travel, documentation requirements; cleaning and disinfection; and
maintaining a journey log and other records.
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Implementation of the standards

How is the Competent Authority implementing standards on animal welfare during
long distance and cross-border transport in your country?

 The animal welfare issues are part of the protocols agreed between KSA and the exporting
countries according to section 7 of Veterinary Animal Health Code.

* Protocols with exporting countries includes issues of animal welfare such as number of animals
according to the transportation means, in addition to animals weight and general situation and
the specifications of transporting containers/cages

 Specification of transporting containers/cages includes provision of adequate space, ventilation,
cleaning and provision of enough food and water.
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Monitoring and evaluation

How is the Competent Authority monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of standards on animal
welfare during long distance and cross-border transport in your country?

The animal welfare issues are considered in the health certificates accompanying the live animals consignments

imported to KSA

There is a section of animal welfare with in MEWA responsible for monitoring of all issues related to animal

welfare.

The competent authorities represented by, MEWA, WEQAA center supervise and ensure the implementation of
the animal welfare standards. The executive competent authorities is the National Agriculture Company and the
General department of Quarantine. The organization and collaboration of theses authorities ensure the

governmental monitoring and evaluation of the animal welfare.

the Competent Authority is monitoring through Verification of health status, movement certificates, and the
reports received from transporters, cross checking with MEWA personnel at entry points, and assuring the owners

not to move during hot weather times.
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Cross-border transport of animals

What are the procedures, including certification, applicable before and at departure, in transit and
at arrival for cross-border transport of animals by land and by sea your country?

The general department of Animal Health Risk in the Animal Sector of WEQAA center is responsible
for setting animal health certificates for importation of live animals and The General Department of
Animal Quarantine is responsible for implementation of all measures of animal welfare at arrival
and unloading and post-journey handling for cross-border transport of animals by land and by sea.
All measures of animal welfare at the exported country and during the journey are regularly
followed up and reported to the competent authorities.

What is the procedure to report back to the sending Competent Authority significant animal welfare
problems which occurred during the journey?

e Regular reports about animal welfare before, at the journey are received from the animal
quarantine officers in the quarantine posts.

* The importers/ traders are accountable for violations for animal welfare according Animal Welfare
Act of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf Law or its Executive Regulations.
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Conclusions

Overall,do you consider that your country is in compliance with WOAH standard regarding animal welfare
during long distance and cross-border transport of animals by land?

KSA is in compliance with WOAH standard regarding animal welfare during long distance and cross-border

transport of animals by land.

Please list the main gaps/weaknesses or challenges for the Competent Authority(ies) in your country to
implement WOAH standards and country legislation and requirements on animal transport.

*The international events such as covid -19 pandemics and natural crisis.
*The global climatic changes that can affect transportation.
*The incomplete animalidentification and vaccinationinformationin the exporting countries.

eLarge number of imported animals.
*More awareness programmes/ campaigns of animals welfare issues are requested.

* More close and better coordination between competent authorities and other nationaland international

stakeholdersis required.
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