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The Virtual Learning Centers (VLCs) provide the
platform and infrastructure to develop and
deliver tutored and open access virtual learning
courses. Aim to integrate courses into national
CPDs.
VLC for Europe and Central Asia is active in
supporting virtual training on ASF and related
topics.

• ASF preparedness courses
• African Swine Fever Introductory Course
• Course on stamping out

Contact us under: reu-vlc@fao.org

Virtual Learning Center for Europe and Central Asia (VLC REU)

https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/mod/page/view.php?id=1
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc4907en
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/mod/page/view.php?id=6593
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/veterinarians-take-virtual-training-to-fight-transboundary-animal-diseases/en
mailto:reu-vlc@fao.org
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Over 1,000 veterinarians will be trained on ASF this year via the 
ASF preparedness courses in the region!

Spain I. February – March 2023. 487 participants. 72% completed.

Europe. May – June 2023. 206 participants. 70% completed.

Romanian. last quarter 2023. Expected 400 participants.

Spain II. last quarter 2023. Expected 500 participants.

Virtual Learning Center for Europe and Central Asia (VLC REU)
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Latest materials on ASF

What hunters need to know about African swine 
fever and biosecurity measures during huntingTemplate for a control and eradication plan for African 

swine fever in wild boar
Upcoming translations: Russian and Serbian

Upcoming translations: Bulgarian, Romanian, 
Russian and Serbian

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc2255en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc2255en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en?details=cc2263en%2f
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en?details=cc2263en%2f
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Animal Health and Food Safety programme in Bulgaria, Romania and Serbia

Animal Health, Food Safety and Quality programme in Moldova and Ukraine

Activities relates to ASF:
• Simulation exercises in Serbia and Moldova
• Workshops on ASF in wild boar and Workshop in Biosecurity in Moldova

• Biosecurity audit of commercial pig farms: Serbia and Romania
• OUTbreak COSting Tool (OutCosT) implemented in Bulgaria (completed) 

and in Romania (ongoing)

ECA Regional : FAO/EBRD Cooperation

https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/New-tool-helps-estimate-the-costs-of-animal-disease-outbreaks/en
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Moldova: 24-25 May 2023
Cities: Chișinău
Participants: 20 private and official vets

ASF Simulation exercises

Serbia: 8 , 9 and 12 May 2023
Cities: Niš, Kraljevo and Novi Sad
Participants: 100 veterinarians in total

@Mark Hovari@Mark Hovari
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Biosecurity audits of commercial pig farms

Field visit and use of Biocheck.Ugent followed by specific 
recommendations for three commercial pig farms:
• April 2023, Romania
• June 2023, Romania

• July 2023, Serbia

Workshops:

ASF in wild boar, 23 May 2023, Chișinău Moldova
Biosecurity, 26 May 2023, Chișinău Moldova

Biosecurity audits and other events

https://biocheckgent.com/en


21st Meeting of the Standing Group of Experts on African swine fever in Europe (SGE ASF21)
28 – 29 September 2023| Brussels , BelgiumASF: FAO activities in Europe

Following the ASF outbreaks in Bosnia and Herzegovina an 
Emergency Technical Cooperation Programme (TCPE) was 
lunched.
Target countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Montenegro. Other Western Balkan countries are eligible 
for certain activities.

Planned impact: Improved and protected livelihoods 
against ASF in targeted countries of the Western Balkans.
Timeline: August 2023 – January 2025
Parallel project with same objectives in Kosovo1 is in the 
pipeline

TCPE: Emergency Response to ASF outbreak in the Western Balkans (TCP/RER/3907)

1 As per United Nations Security Council resolution 1244
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Building on the lessons learnt:

1. Better prevention against ASF in the Western Balkan countries.

2. Strengthening knowledge of the pig sector on impact of ASF.

3. Capacity of the first responders on control against ASF improved.

4. Capacity for ASF detection and control in wild boar in the focus countries improved.

5. Regional coordination of ASF prevention and control strengthened in the WB countries

Summary of the ASF project outputs
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1.1 Improved border control – in country missions.

1.2 Improve commercial farm biosecurity 
– using previous concepts and Biocheck.Ugent.

1.3 Improve backyard farm biosecurity – targeted pilots.

1.4 Improve awareness – posters / leaflets , translations.

Better prevention against ASF in the Western Balkan countries

https://biocheckgent.com/en
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2.1 Assess impediments to improve biosecurity – FAO-
PMP-TAB

2.2 Pig sector survey - Knowledge, Attitude and Practice 
(KAP) survey to understand the pig value chain. 
Previous surveys: North Macedonia. 

2.3 OutCosT (OUTbreak COSting Tool) - Estimate the cost of 
outbreaks and potential spread within the country.

Strengthening knowledge of the pig sector on impact of ASF

@Mark Hovari

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc5771en
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc5771en
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fvets.2021.733157/full
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/New-tool-helps-estimate-the-costs-of-animal-disease-outbreaks/en
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3.1 Assessment missions - Review and, if needed, revise 
surveillance and control strategies in domestic pigs and 
wild boar.

3.2 Simulation Exercises – based on the diseases status 
and needs of the country.

3.3 Improve epidemiological understanding – Virtual 
training on epidemiology and outbreak investigation.

3.4. Support with Virtual Learning – needs based.

Capacity of the first responders on control against ASF improved

@Mark Hovari
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4.1 Organize training of hunters on ASF and hunting 
biosecurity - a well established training based on previous 
project.

4.2 Assess biosecurity of hunting grounds – based on tool 
developed by FAO and applied in Serbia, Montenegro and 
Kosovo 1.

4.3 Improve detection of ASF in wild boar - Advocate for 
improved search for dead wild boar.

Capacity for ASF detection and control in wild boar in the focus countries improved

© Jovan Mirceta

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0817/11/12/1466
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0817/11/12/1466
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5.1 Inception workshop –held virtually in last quarter of 
2023.

5.2 Quarterly coordination meetings – involving national 
project coordinators and relevant parties.

5.3 Advocate through various events for multi-sectoral 
coordination.

5.4. Closing workshop – at the end of the project.

Regional coordination of ASF prevention and control strengthened in the WB countries

© FLI



Thank you for your attention!
@Mark Hovari
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