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The European Union Reference Centre for Animal Welfare (EURCAW) Ruminants & Equines is the third Centre

designated by the European Commission (Official Controls Regulation 2017/625, Articles 95 & 96),

established in May 2021.

It focuses on ruminant and equine welfare and covers the entire life cycle from birth to the end of life.

EURCAW Ruminants & Equines’ main objective is a harmonised compliance with EU legislation regarding

welfare in EU Member States.

EURCAW Ruminants & Equines supports

▪ Inspectors of Competent Authorities (CAs);

▪ Ruminant and equine welfare policy workers;

▪ Bodies supporting CAs with scientific expertise, training, and communication.



Sweden, Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences (SLU) including the Swedish Centre
for Animal Welfare (SCAW)

Harry  BLOKHUIS Birgitta Staaf LAARSSON

Italy, Institutor Zooprofilattico Sperimentale
dell'Abruzzo e del Molise "G. Caporale"
(IZSAM)
Silvia D’ALBENZIO

France, French National Institute for
Agriculture, Food, and Environment (INRAE)
Isabelle VESSIER

Austria, University of Natural Resources and
Life Sciences (BOKU)
Christoph WINCKLER

Ireland, University College Dublin (UCD)
Christoph WINCKLER

Greece, Veterinary Research Institute (VRI)
Evangelia N. SOSSIDOU
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: The Consortium & the Management team 
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Training

Developing training materials and training standards for official inspectors;

Coordinated Assistance

Providing support, networking and responses to Questions to EURCAW (Q2E);

Welfare indicators, Assessment & Best Practice

Identifying animal welfare indicators, including animal based, management based and 

resource-based indicators, that can be used to verify compliance with the EU legislation;

Scientific and technical studies

Preparing scientific reviews of knowledge on welfare topics and identify research needs;

Dissemination, Research Findings and Innovations 
Disseminating research findings and technical innovations and collaborating with 
Union research bodies in the fields within the scope of their mission.

EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: ACTIVITIES  
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: Q2E 
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: Newsletter 
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: Inspector@Work
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: Community of Practice
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Each EURCAW Ruminants & Equines review provides background information on the biological relevance of

the welfare topic. It then presents the most important key areas to focus on during welfare inspections,

describes why welfare issues occur and lists specific animal-based indicators that can help official inspectors

to identify these welfare issues. Finally, the review summarises good and better practices that can help to

solve the previously described welfare issues, and deals with related legislative requirements.

EURCAW Ruminants & Equines produces its reviews according to internationally accepted scientific

standards, which include an external peer review process. However, it cannot accept liability for any

damage resulting from the use of the results of this study or the application of the advice contained in it.

EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEWS 
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEWS 

This review can be downloaded for free at
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7687759
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEWS 
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEWS 

This review can be downloaded for free at 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7687769
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEWS 

Donkeys: 
No scientific data available
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EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEWS 

FactSheet
Coming soon 
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Activities to promote the welfare of working equids in EU countries’

Working Group ‘Working Equids’ 

Chair: E.N. SOSSIDOU

External Experts: 
1Katerina Marinou
2Francisco SERASOLI
3Joe A COLLINS 

1General Directorate of Veterinary Services, Ministry of Rural Development and

Food , Athens, Greece;e-mail: katmarinou@minagric.gr

2 Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale Abruzzo e Molise, Campo Boario, 64100

Teramo, Italy;e-mail: f.cerasoli@izs.it

3 Veterinary Sciences Centre, School of Veterinary Medicine, University College

Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland;e-mail:collinsjoe.collins@gmail.com

Greek National Workshop: 03 June 2022

Working Equids included 
in  WORKPLAN 2023-2024 

mailto:katmarinou@minagric.gr
mailto:f.cerasoli@izs.it
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Figure 2. The roles and contribution of working equids in rural communities and smallholder livelihoods (Grace et al., 2022).

EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEW ‘Working Equids’ 
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The French Rural and Maritime Fishing Code has banned pony rides (understood as attractions that allow the public to ride any

type of equine animal via a rotating fixed attachment device that deprives the animal of its freedom of movement, Article L214-

10-1, 2021) and established strict criteria for Equidae owners and professionals (proof of professional experience, certificate

of commitment, animal identification and traceability, Article D214-37-1, 2022).

Ηobbling should not be allowed and it is forbidden by national legislation, since it is considered as abuse of an animal, in some

Member States such as Greece (Law No 4830/2021, Greek Governmental Gazzette). The use of inadequate handling

equipment, beating or whipping should be forbidden. Only humane training practices for equids should be promoted. As far as

temporary tethering is concerned, the natural position, movement, resting, self cleaning of the upper respiratory system, shade,

access to food and water and a maximum stocking density should be guaranteed.

Heat stress may occur in places with high temperature and humidity, when horses are unaible to maintain their body

temperature within the normal range (Kang et al., 2023). National rules have been issued in many Member States such as

Greece, that define both the number of working days and hours (with intervals), as well as which hours are permitted for

working when temperatures are excessive (Law No 4830/2021, Greek Governmental Gazzette). For instance, when

temperatures are higher than 35oC, working hours between 13.00-17.00 are forbidden, while when temperatures are higher

than 39oC, equids are not permitted to work.

EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEW ‘Working Equids’ 
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Swedish Official Protocol (OP): Swedish protocol for the welfare assessment of

horses that focuses establishing legislative compliance (Statens Jordbruksverk, 2012).

The AWIN (Animal Welfare Indicators) project: funded by the European

Commission in the Seventh Framework Programme, aimed to improve welfare of several

species, including donkeys, by developing scientifically sound and practical on-farm

welfare assessment protocols (Dai et al., 2016).

Horse Welfare Assessment Protocol (HWAP): This protocol covers the relevant

domains of welfare (good feeding, good housing, good health and appropriate behaviour). It

aims to further improve horse welfare through more detailed, scientifically based

assessments that focus on the individual animal and the provision of feedback to the animal

owner and stable manager (Viksten et al., 2016).

Equid Assessment, Research and Scoping (EARS): A questionnaire-based tool 

of collecting welfare assessment data in a standardised way, aimed to provide reliable 
information regarding health and welfare status of equids in any context worldwide (Raw et 
al., 2020).

All existing protocols for assessing welfare includedEURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEW ‘Working Equids’ 
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Figure 6. Donkey-specific body condition scoring provided by the Donkey
Sanctuary (https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/sites/uk/files/2018-10/body-
scoring-chart.pdf).

EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEW ‘Working Equids’ 
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Figure 5. Illustration of the appearance of horses for each body condition score, from the Henneke scale
1-9 (Uldahl et al., 2023).

EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEW ‘Working Equids’ 
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1. Training of involved personnel

2. Feed and diet

3. Watering

4. Shelter and resting places during work

5. Heat and cold stress

6. Management and best practices

7. Appropriate workloads

The broad categorisation of equids in EU legislation does not include

working equids. Due to such legislative gaps, welfare standards for

working equids are not fully recognised. Specific definitions, guidelines

and protocols should be implemented as mandatory in each country, to

ensure the application of all existing legal welfare regulations to this

Equidae category.

EURCAW Ruminants and Equines: SCIENTIFIC REVIEW ‘Working Equids’ 

Minimizing welfare problems/promoting best practices

Gaps in knowledge & further studies needed
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https://www.eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu/

@eurcaw_re

info @eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu

Thank you 

for your kind attention!
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