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Stakeholder involvement in the epidemiological
surveillance system

**Food Safety Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan

v'Central Veterinary Laboratory and Zone Laboratories within the of
Azerbaijan Institute of Food Safety

s*Agrarian Services Agency at the Ministry of Agriculture



Structure of the Food Safety Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan Food Safety Agency (AFSA)

Azerbaijan Food Safety Institute

Animal Health 13 Re_glonal
Offices
Department

Central Veterinary 7 Regional
Laboratory g Labs




Structure of the Agrarian Services Agency of the Republic
of Azerbaijan

Ministry of Agriculture of the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Livestock Agrarian Services

Development Agency of the Republic Veterinary Scientific

and Monitoring of Azerbaijan Research Institute
Department

Private Veterinary 65 - Rayon (City)
veterinarians Center Veterinary Office




AFSA

Food Safety Agency
of the Republic
of Azerbaijan

Diagnosis of animal diseases

Laboratories with CEmE Regional Test
Veterinary

biosafety level 2 e Laboratories

Diagnosis of animal diseases

Examination of veterinary
products, feed, feed additives,

biological active supplements

Examination of products of
animal origin
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Diagnosis of especially dangerous and Transbordary
animal diseases (TBD)

Management of crisis
situations of animal diseases

Field laboratory with biosafety level 3

Diagnosis of especially dangerous
Transboundary diseases (TBD)
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Epizootic situation on animal rabies, 2015-2023

SEREB LA 2015 | 5016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 |29%38
month
Registrated dog/cat 15 26 33 2 17 7 4 6 12
Stray dog/cat 0 8 21 8 6 5 9
Cattle 12 17 32 17 18 10 8 4 7
Sheep 1 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 2
Equidae 0 1 2 2 3 0 0 0 0
WILDLIFE 5 4 4 2 3 2 1 0 3
Total 33 48 73 31 63 28 20 15 33
Rayons 22 33 24 17 13 14




Epidemiological data on human rabies in the

Republic
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2021 43064 35785 5409 911 959 1 1 2447
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Annual vaccination pets on rabies, Azerbaijan, 2015-2023
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Epizootological situation on rabies in
Azerbaijan

e Rabies has an endemic characteristic in the animal
population in Azerbaijan, including stray (free-roaming) dogs
in urban areas and wild animals, which are the main
reservoir of the rabies virus.

* Occasionally, there are cases in the livestock population at
the domestic/wild animal interface.

* Unfortunately, there is evidence of regular cases of rabies in
the human population.



Experience of WOAH PVS mission with special
content on rabies

* The PVS Evaluation Follow-Up mission with Rabies specific content carried
out in Azerbaijan, in May, 2022 includes specific content on rabies, namely
dedicated focus on national VS capacity with respect to dog-mediated
rabies control and eradication.

* Indeed, reinforcing national Veterinary Services to implement rabies
control strategies, in line with WOAH standards on the quality of
Veterinary Services, on Infection with rabies virus and on stray dog

population control, is an indispensable condition to achieve the goal of
“Zero human deaths by 2030".

* Based on the methodology developed during the GSG UAR meeting, this
Rabies specific content annex presents the 28 (out of 45) Critical
Competencies (CCs) of the PVS Tool identified as highly relevant (HR) or
potentially relevant (PR) to Rabies control and elimination



Finding of the evaluation mission

e Rabies is a priority disease for Veterinary and Public Health Authorities of
Azerbaijan.

 There is a firm intention in the Veterinary Authority and awareness among
practically all stakeholders to combat this disease with the application of tools
proposed by WOAH and other international organizations and by using best
practices in Europe, including Oral Rabies Vaccination (ORV).

* National authorities plan to develop and implement a Rabies Eradication
Strategy in the following years.

* They have already identified concrete activities to be implemented, such as
comprehensive vaccination of pets, free-roaming dogs and wild carnivores,
dog population management with identification and traceability, increasing
diagnostic capacity, monitoring of vaccination, and awareness-raising.

e Some resources are already allocated and put into force (e.g. pilot
programme of ORV in some areas of the country).



Recommendations

* Generally, there is a need to enforce an effective chain of command,
legal basis, and capacities for inspectors to enforce all provisions from
veterinary legislation, namely for rabies prevention and control,
including for outbreak management.

* To oversee the overall increase of national capacities to combat rabies in
the animal population, the Veterinary Authority should designate a
National Rabies Committee, led by a capable professional nominated as
a National Rabies Coordinator, supported by a team of experts from
different fields in a cross-sectoral spirit, and committed to define and
implement specific strategic and practical activities, with precisely
specified job descriptions, roles and responsibilities.

e Similar structures should be designated and enforced at the regional
level to transfer implementing capacities and reporting functions to/
from the local level.



Recommendations

* To enforce field activities, country should ensure capacities for dog
population control, with the involvement of local authorities, application
of animal identification and registration, not only for owned pets but
stray dogs too, taking into consideration best practices, namely those
promoted by the WOAH Regional Animal Welfare Platform.

* In addition, passive surveillance should be fully implemented, promoted,
and funded. Namely, financial resources for private veterinarians should
be allocated to ensure their availability and readiness to sustainably
provide services required for all rabies suspicions.

 These professionals should also be protected from rabies (e.g.
immunisation), and their facilities should have adequate equipment and

tools for clinical work.



First results from oral vaccination of wild
animals

* Cases of wild animals attacking domestic animals have
decreased in areas where vaccination has been carried out.

e After the next vaccination campaign, the level of immunity
will be checked by the biomarker tests (tetracycline).
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Epizootic situation on Rabies, Azerbaijan, 2022-23
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Oral vaccination of wild animals. January, 2023
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Wild oral vaccination

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB0dd z7fus



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VB0dd_z7fus

Simulation exercise in Azerbaijan, 2021-2022

e - ) iz e e e e T o .

S e Simulation exercise:
Simulatiunexerpise: Simulation exercie: Avian ||'|ﬂl|3|'!lﬂ, foot
Avianinfluenzain Pecte des Petit and mouth disease and
Azerbaijan Ruminants n Azerbaijan rabies in Azerbaijan

March 2, 2021, Baku July 19, 2022, Shabran November 17, 2022, Baku
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Awareness materials

Quduzluq xastaliyi

istiganli heyvanlarda ve insanlarda
markazi sinir sisteminin pozgunluqglari
ile xarakteriza olunan tahlukali zoonoz
xastalikdir.

Xastaliya maruzgalma

7o

Heyvan va
insanlarin quduz
heyvan
tarafindan
dislanmsasi va ya
cirmaglanmasi ila

Toradicinin
zadalanmis dari
va ya selikli
gisalara sirayat
etmasasi ila

Quduz heyvanlarda xastaliyin
alamatlari

ilk marhala

- insanlardan gagma va garanliq yerda gizlenms;
- isiga, sess, toxunmaya va s. hessasliq (oyanma);
- Tengeanafeslik, g6z babayinin boyumaeasi;

- Yeyilmaysan asyalarin yeyilmssi (das, sUss, agac va s.).
ikinci marhala

- ilk marhaledaki alamsatlerin siddatlenmasi;

- insanlara va basga heyvanlara hicum;

- Uzaq masafays gagmaga cahd olunmasi.
Uclnclu marhala

- Udlaq ve qgirtlaq azalalerinin iflici;

- Yemi goturub uda bilmamak;

- Copgozluk;

- Badan azalalerinin iflici ve olum.

Xastaliyin yayilmasi

Quduzlugun yayillmasinda xastaliya yoluxmus
vahsi heyvanlarin (canavar, tulkda, cagqal, ¢ol
donuzu, ¢ol dovsani, ayl, porsuq, yarasa va s.),
hamcinin sahibsiz itlerin rolu boyukduar.

et 4

_ N
Xastaliya gqarsi peyvandlama
Vahsi heyvanlar arasinda quduzluga qgarsi
peyvandlamanin aparilmasi muhuam
ashamiyysat kasb edir. Bu magqgsadla quduziuq
aleyhina vaksinlardan istifada olunmagqla
hayata kecirilir.

{ DiQgaT! }
Olkamizda vahsi heyvanlar arasinda
quduzluqg xastaliyina garsi aldadici yem
kimi spesifik iyi olan, boz-gahvwvayi
rangli va briket formah vaksinlardan
istifada olunur.

Peyvandlamanin hayata kecgirilmsasi

Vahsi heyvanlarin quduzlug xastaliyins
qgarsi peyvandlanmasi magsadila aldadici

yvemlar vahsi heyvanlarin maskunlasdigi
arazilars sapilir.

MuUtaxsssislar peyvandlanmanin
ugurla naticalanmasi Ugcun
heyvanlar gcun spesifik iyli, boz
va gahvayi rangli yem briketlarina
TOXUNMAMAGA CAGIRIR!
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Vahsi heyvanlarin quduzluga
garsi peyvandlanmasi
heyvan saglamhginin tamin
olunmasi va insanlarin
tohlukasizliyina xidmat edir.

S

= Vahsi heyvanlarin
peyvandlanmasinin faydalari

Vahsi faunanin saglamhginin tamin
olunmasi;

insanlarin ve kand tasarrifat heyvanlarin
quduzluga yoluxma riskinin azaldilmasi;
“Vahid Saglamliq” konsepsiyasina (UHST,
UST ve BMT ) téhva verilmasi.

AZSRBAYCAN
RESPUBLIKASININ
QIDA TOHLUKSSIZLIYI

Cagn msarkazi AGENTLIYI

-

BOR

) | |
&f»( 'vé «Q.q e b VAHSi HEYVANLARDA

- @ S, = info@afsagov.az QUDUZLUQ XasTaLIYI va

¢ @ www.afsa.gov.az
‘\~ +994 12 377 00 77
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Proposals

According to the results of the gained experience, the following is proposed
for:

* Active monitoring and vaccination measures for rabies should be
implemented by synchronizing between neighboring countries, taking into
account the geographical structure of the area and the sensitive animal
population;

e Use the opportunities of international donors for technical and financial
support for the implementation of the regional projects;

* Creation of a Regional Advisory Group for intensive cooperation and
exchange of experience



Thank you for your
attention!
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