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The OIE standards:

TERRESTRIAL  ANIMAL HEALTH CODE

Chapter 7.7: 

Stray dog population control

Concepts:

 Protect Human health

 Protect animal health 

 Respect the Animal welfare

 Protect Environment



DPCP 02
DPCP 01

DPCP 03 
DPCP 04

Environmental protection agency

Public health agency

Public safety/security agency

Veterinary Services - implementation

Veterinary Authority - supervision,implementation
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“The Veterinary Authority is responsible for the implementation of animal
health and animal welfare legislation, in coordination with other competent
government agencies and institutions.

Control of endemic zoonotic diseases such as rabies and parasitic infections
(e.g. Echinococcus spp.) would require technical advice from the Veterinary
Authority, as animal health and some aspects of public health are within this
Authority’s competence but organising and/or supervising dog control
schemes can be the responsibility of non-governmental organisations and
governmental agencies other than the Veterinary Authority”

Competent Authority - the Veterinary Authority or other Governmental Authority having the
responsibility and competence for ensuring or supervising the implementation of AH/AW
measures, international veterinary certification and other standards and recommendations in the
Terrestrial Code and in the OIE Aquatic Animal Health Code in the whole territory.

Art.7.7.4 Responsibilities and competencies

http://wahis2-devt.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2010/en_glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_veterinaire
http://wahis2-devt.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2010/en_glossaire.htm#terme_bien_etre_animal
http://wahis2-devt.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2010/en_glossaire.htm#terme_maladie
http://wahis2-devt.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2010/en_glossaire.htm#terme_infection
http://wahis2-devt.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2010/en_glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_veterinaire
http://wahis2-devt.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2010/en_glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_veterinaire
http://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_code_terrestre


Governmental agencies other than the Veterinary 
Authority

“depending on the risk being managed and the objective/nature of the dog 
population control measures employed”

• public health agency responsible for zoonotic diseases control

• control of stray dogs with regard to other human health risks (e.g. stray dogs
on roads; dog attacks within communities) -> local government authorities or
other agencies for public safety/security operating at the state/provincial or
municipal level

• environment protection agencies -> hazard to the environment (e.g. control
of feral dogs in national parks; prevention of dog attacks on wildlife, waste or
human sewage)



Local government authorities

• services and programmes that relate public health,
environmental health/hygiene and inspection/compliance
activities

• development, implementation and enforcement of legislation
relating to dog ownership (e.g. registration, microchipping,
vaccination, leash laws, abandonment)

• control of stray dogs

with advice from a higher level (national or state/provincial) Authority with
specialised expertise in regard to public health, animal health and welfare 



NGOs

Kennel clubs

Public safety/security 
Agencies

Veterinary services

Local government 
authorities

The actors at DPCP level

Advisory group

Environmental 
protection 
Agencies

Public health 
Agencies
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Art.5 Advisory group 

Authorities should establish an advisory group, including veterinarians,
experts in dog ecology, dog behaviour and zoonotic diseases, and
representatives of relevant stakeholders (local authorities, human health
services, environmental control services, NGOs and public), the objective
being :

 to analyze and quantify the problem (to be measurable!)

 identify the causes (STOP addressing the effects, please!!)

 obtain public opinion on dogs (sustainable)

 propose the most effective (efficient) approaches to use in the short and
long term.



Could* be set at:

- National level

- Regional/local level linked to specific DPCPs with a
“variable geometry” approach

Composition:

• veterinarians (vet. paraprofessionals*)

• experts in social sciences/communication*

• epidemiologists*

• experts in dog ecology/behaviour/dog population dynamics* 

• experts in zoonotic diseases

• representatives of relevant stakeholders (local gov. authorities, public health, environmental control and public 
safety/security agencies/authorities, NGOs and the public)

* Proposed by the author 



IRELAND

National Stray Dog Strategy Working Group

Local Authorities are responsible for the implementation of all of the
national Control of Dogs legislation, in order to ensure that irresponsible
dog owners and/or keepers are held legally responsible for their dog(s).

Recently set up by a local authority Veterinary Officer to address stray dog
issues, which although there have been significant improvements over the
years in Ireland, still present a problem.

Consisting of a range of stakeholders including Local Authorities (Dept of
Rural & Community Development, DRCD), Veterinary Ireland, Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM), Local Authority Veterinary
Services (LAVS) and animal welfare groups including ISPCA, Dogs Trust, Irish
Blue Cross.



IRELAND

Farm Animal Advisory Welfare Council (www.fawac.ie)

To identify ways in which the welfare of farm animals can be further
improved and to prioritise areas requiring attention.
 To consider and advise on proposals for EU and national legislation

relating to farm animals.
 To consider ways of increasing public awareness and development and

dissemination of information relating to welfare of farm animals at
home and abroad.

 To provide any other advice relevant to the welfare of farm animals as
the Minister may seek from time to time.

Representatives from a wide range of interest groups: farm organisations,
AW groups, vets, business operators- transport, Agriculture and Food
Development Authority, the Veterinary College and DAFF, and reflecting the
North/South dimension, a representative from the Department of
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in Belfast.

http://www.fawac.ie/




The Animal Welfare Advisory Board Queensland



SOUTH AFRICA - Since 1994 South African Rabies
Advisory Group (RAG) has worked to raise
awareness of rabies to government agencies,
local medical and veterinary professionals as well
as to the public. Has reviewed advances in rabies
management and control, and made
recommendations on control policy.







Enforcement of laws will not, 

on its own, result in lasting, 

voluntary changes in people’s 

behaviour,it needs to be 

supplemented by a range of 
non-regulatory approaches


