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Dog trade in Belgium

161.358 new registered dogs in Belgium each year (DOGID)

 21.992 imported from foreign countries (TRACES)

± 15.000 dogs end up in shelters each year

= 9,3 %



Legislative measures to limit numbers
of dogs and cats in shelters
 Ban on sale of dogs and cats on markets (1996)

 Mandatory licence for breeders and traders (1997) 
(2007)

 Ban on publicity for dogs and cats
 Mandatory identification and registration of dogs (1998) 

(DOGID)
 European Passport for all dogs (2004)
 Ban on sale of dogs and cats in petshops (2009)
 Obligatory spay/neuter and identification/registration cats

(2016/2018)



Control of movement
of dogs

TRACES

Belgium: 

Animal Health  federal government

Animal welfare  regional government

DOGID



Different types of dogbreeders

• Animalshelters
• Boarding kennels
• Petshops (NO dog/cats)

Private person Hobby breeder Professional 
breeder

Breeder-trader

• < 3 litters/year

 NO 
REGISTRATION

• ≤ 10 litters / 
year

• ≥ 2 breeding
bitches

REGISTERED

• > 10 litters
/year

• > 5 breeding
bitches

REGISTERED

• ≥ 10 
litters/year

• Sells litters
from other
(foreign) 
breeders

REGISTERED
private personbreeder trader



How to get a license?

1) Fill in application form
• contract with veterinarian
• description of housing

2) Pay administration fee (€75 - €250)

3) Visit from animal welfare inspection service                          
(= veterinarians) 

• inspection of housing (minimum standards)

• inspection of administration

o Registers (inventory, breeding register,…)

o Warranty certificate

o List with questions appropriate ownership



Standards for
housing, care, staff, socialization,…



Animals are checked at least twice a day.

Females do not give birth more than twice a year.

Care to animals is provided by competent and sufficient staff. 
Special attention is paid to animal socialization.

Females in terminal gestation or with nursing young are 
given suitable nesting material. 

Pups have access to manipulable objects to enrich their 
environment.

…



Prohibition on crossbreeds
 Too many mixed breeds in shelters

But now:
• Fashion-trends in dogbreeds (staffords, husky, chihuahua,…)
• Severe genetic disorders in purebred dogs



Foreign breeders
Extensive rules for domestic breeders = extensive rules for

foreign breeders

= Breeder-merchantse can only sell puppies from foreign
breeders with license

= Same standards apply for foreign breeders
 local veterinary authority checks and confirms

these standards



Animal welfare inspection Service
 = “animal welfare police”
 13 inspectors/veterinarians
 7 control officer/ animal caretakers

 Unanounced inspections
 Inspections after complains

 Sanctions
 Fine of at least €640!!
 License withdrawel
 Consfiscation of the animals

year complains controls confiscations

2017 317 
= 17,3%

158 1021



Raising public awareness



Due to sensitising
the people of Belgium are

used to see this
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Result: Number of dogs and cats in 
shelters

Amount of homeless dogs is decreasing

Amount of homeless cats is not

decreasing

= 

spay and neuter regulation



Spay/neuter Cats

 Obligatory identification
& registration

 Obligatory spaying/neuter
every cat!

• Except cats from breeders

 Obligatory neuterprogramme
for local authorities

 Raising public awareness



Future

 Currently renewing the legislation on the registration of 
breeders

 Optimizing animal welfare with:

• Obligatory grouphousing

• Obligatory Outdoor space

• Socialisation

• No more ban on crossbreds

• …



Questions?


